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Khorafi 
to meet 
dealers 


rjm 


AN important meeting will take 
place today between Finance 
Minister Jassem A1 Khorafi, 
stock market dealers and 
representatives of companies 
managing investment portfolios. 

It seems that the aim of the 
meeting is to study the mechan- 
ism of financial portfolios in the 
stock market. The participants 
will also review the performance 
of these portfolios in the past and 
what should be done during 1 988 
to create a stable markeL 

Stability 

In 1980, 1986 and even last 
year, the Kuwait Stock 
Exchange witnessed a kind of 
stability that the government 
considers good, and wishes to see 
it continue this year also. 

The finance minis ter will hear 
the views of dealers and other 
representatives on these issues 
during the meeting. The dealers 
have a number of ideas and views 
and it seems that tbefxnancemin- 
ister is ready to take these into 
consideration, provided these 
can keep up the dynamic trading 
inlhemarket. 

Bomb kills 3 

DHAKA, Feb 28, (AP): Bomb 
explosions in downtown Dhaka 
killed three people today as 
opposition protesters set vehicles 
ablaze to protest parliamentary 
elections, an opposition leader 
said. (See Page 2) 
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WEATHER 



CLOUDS wiH increase gradually with 
moderate southeasterly wind may fre- 
shen ai limes. 

Suae of sea: slight to rough 
High water: 7. .V) am. 9.00 pm 
Low water 4.00 am. 5.00 pm 
Sun nsr. 6.16 am 
Sftihcr 547 pm 

Maumiun temperature recorded: 
Rowan: 2S*C77*F 
Ahnudi: 2I*C WF 
FaibkB;23*C73*F 
Maximum temperature expected: 
Kuwait: 26*CWF 
Ahtnadi; 23*C 73’F 
Fuilaka: 24’C 75*F 
Minimum lemperaitie recorded. 
Kuwait: 1 l*C 5TF 
Ahnudi: IST59‘F 
Faiiaka: !4*C S7*F 
-VLuhnum humidity recorded: 
Kuwait: 57 percent 
Ahnuidi: 71 percent 
Failata. 73 per cent 
Maximum humidiiy expected: 

Kuwait RS percent 
Ahmadi percent 

Faiiaka: W per com 


Residence Law amended 

Fine for 
delay in 
renewal 
reduced 


VIOLATORS of the Foreig- 
ners Residence Law will now 
have to pay a fine of only K D2 
for each day's delay in renew- 
ing their regular or temporary 
residence permits, instead of 
KD100 for delay of each 
month or part of a month. 

According to an amendment 
of the Residence Law. that was 
published in the official gazette, 
the Immigration Department 
will count the fines on the basisof 
the number of days delayed and 
not months or part of amonth as 
before. 

Fine 

An explanatory note attached 
to the amendment said that in the 
previous article the amount, of 
the tine was t he same whether the 
violation was for a day or a 
month. The daily basis was adop- 
ted in order to encourage 
violators to sort out their papers 
quickly. 

However, the fine for over* 
staying on a visit visa will rerriain 
at KD10 per day of overstay. 

The amendment on the tines 
for delay in renewing regular or 
temporary residence permits 
came after the Council of Mini- 


sters discussed the consequences 
of implementing the new amend- 
ments, in accordance with the 
instructions of HH the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
Sheikh Sand Al Abdullah. 

Conferred 

Sheikh Saad conferred with 
the Interior Minister Sheikh 
Salem Al Sabah and senior min- 
istry offidalson Feb 17, and gave 
instructions to reduce the tines 
and advise on ways of fadli taring 
the procedures for residence per- 
mits. 

Sheikh Saad also instructed 
the ministry to open more offices 
.of the personal identification 
department, which provides 
good conduct certificates, in 
various govemorates. 

Sheikh Salem earlier said his 
ministry will implement Sheikh 
Saad’s directives -once experts 
completed amendment of the 
le on fines. 



papers as saying that the 
Ministry will not impose fines on 
those who have submitted their 
renewal papers before the expiry 
date — if the delay was bring 
caused by his ministry. 


Man threatens to 
blow up his flat 


By Fathtma Ahmed 

A MENTALLY unstable 
Indian, who threatened to blow 
up his flat in Salmiya, was yester- 
day subdued by a psychiatrist. 

No one was hurt in thedrama 
but there was a great deal of 
tension as policemen once tried 
to open the door of the room, 
inside which Anthony Ferrao, a 
Goan, locked himself up. The 
drama continued from about 7 
am to II .45 am. 

The 56- year- old Ferrao threw 
out his wife and two sons in the 
early hours yesterday and did not 
allow anyone to come near his 
room. 

He had placed a gas cylinder 
and a knife in the room and 
threatened to blow up the build- 
ing or stab himself and anyone 
who went near him. 

Ferrao was in a delirious state 
and had been speaking inco- 
herentiyabout fightingaiqngside 
the Americans in the yietnam 
war. 

After police officials and 
firemen failed to bring him out a 
doctor from the psychiatric hos- 
pital, who had been treating 
Ferrao for over a year, was 
called. 


After a marathon battle of 
words, Ferrao allowed the doc- 
tor to come into the room. Even- 
tually the disturbed patient was 
sedated and taken to the hospital. 

Ferrao was described by 
neighbours as a "temperamental 
man" who had suffered a 
nervous breakdown early last 
year. Ferrao’s 16-year-oIa son. 
who was in a daze, said: “He 
didn't let us sleep throughout the 
night. He was delirious and ram- 
bled on about unrelated 
incidents, jumping from one 
subject to another bkfe marriage 
and war at the same time.” 

The son had sprained his wrist 
while trying to break open the 
door, which Ferrao had firmly 
locked from inside. 

Residing 

Ferrao, who lives with his wife 
and two sons in a building near 
the Indian School, junior sec- 
tion, has been residing in Kuwait 
for 27 years. He has a good job 
and was not under any pressure. 

The police and fire department 
played, a significant part in 
preventing a tragedy. They 
waited until Ferrao was safely in 
the custody of the doctor and 
nurses. 



A Palestinian girl is helped by relatives after being hit by rubber bullets fired by Israeli troops. 
(Reuter wire photo) 


Passenger 
kills bus 
conductor 

A BUS conductor of Kuwait 
Public Transport Company 
(KPTC) was stabbed to death by 
a passenger on Thursday even- 
ing, the Interior Ministry said 
yesterday. 

The Egyptian conductor, Has- 
san S, was stabbed by an Indian 
passenger, Francis R, after a 
quarrel. Francis took out a knife 
and stabbed the conductor 
several times. The bus driver who 
intervened, was also injured. 

The passenger was arrested 
and referred to tbeauthoritics for 
investigation. - - 
iti ridbtta- iticident, two dead 
bodies with slab wounds were 
discovered in an .apartment in 
Salmiya. 

The bodies were those of a 
Jordanian woman, Sana M, and 
her four-year-old son. 

Firemen, who had rushed to 
the apartment to extinguish a 
fire, found the two bodies, the 
Interior Ministry said. 

The bodies were sent for post- 
mortem, and the-authorities are 
investigating the case. 

Tigers devour man 
who feeds them 

JAKARTA, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Six hungry tigers attacked 
and ate the ranger who was 
late with their meal at an 
Indonesian Safari park, wit- 
nesses said. 

The ranger was on his way to feed 
thegreatcatsatthe West Java 
Safari park on Thursday 
when his car broke down in 
the middle of the tiger com- 
pound. 

The witnesses said a tiger poun- 
ced on 23-year-old Darsono 
when he climbed out of the car 
to repair the vehicle. Five 
other tigers joined in before 
fellow rangers could save him. 

Flights disrupted 

ROME, Feb 28. (Reuter): A 
strike by Italian groundslaff 
badly disrupted flights by the 
national carrier Alitalia in and 
out of Rome today. 

Airport officials said only 
seven European flights were 
scheduled to leave during the 24- 
hour stoppage and many domes- 
tic departures were also can- 
celled. 


War of the cities may resume 


NICOSIA, Feb 2S, (Reuter): 
Iran and Iraq accused each other 
today of hilling civilian targets in 
their 7-1 /2-vear-old war and 
both said they would attack 
towns and cities in reprisal. 

Diplomats in the region said 
they feared a full-scale resump- 
tion of the “war of the cities” in 
which thousands of civilians 
were killed earlier in the war 
when Iran and Iraq launched air. 
artillery and missile strikes on 
cities. 

Reprisal 

Tehran Radio, suid Iranian 
jets bombed a petrochemical 
plant and other targets near the 
southern Iraqi city of Basra 
today in retaliation for Iraqi air 
raids which killed 26 Iranians. 

In Baghdad, a military com- 
munique said Iraqi missiles, air- 


craft and artillery would bom- 
bard all Iranian towns and cities 
until further notice in retaliation 
for Iranian attacks on its border 
totvns. 

■IRAQ said its warplanes 
- attacked two Iranian towns on 
Sunday night. A -high com- 
mand communique said Iraqi 
warplanes attacked (he south- 
western town of Dezful and tbe 
Western town of Hamadan at 9 
pm (1800 GMT). 

The diplomats noted that the 
lone of iho threats and counter- 
charges was reminiscent of the 
war of ihe cities, whtvlvended by 
mutual but unofficial agreement 
early lust year. 

Iran threatened reprisal 
attacks on Baghdad and Basra 


for an Iraqi air raid which it said 
kHled 25 civilians and injured 
many others in the western K ur- 
dish town of Saqqez yesterday. 
Baghdad denied its jets attacked 
Saqqez. 

Iran also said one person was 
killed and several injured in an 
Iraqi raid on an area near 
Tehran. Iraq said hs jets set 
ablaze a major oil refinery in the 
raid as part of its policy to des- 
troy Iran’s economic installa- 
tions. 

Tehran residents reported 
black smoke rising from the 
direction of Rey’ refinery, south 
of the Iranian capital, for at least 
two hours after the Iraqi aliack. 

"Everybody saw the smoke.” 
said one foreign businessman in 
Tehran contacted by telephone. 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Israelis kill two youths 


Death toll now 77 


TEL AVIV, Feb 28, (Agencies): 
Two more Palestinians died, 
raising the unofficial toll to 77 in 
11 weeks of unrest. Palestinian 
sources said today. 

The Army said it was checking 
the latest report that the two 
Palestinians died in the occupied 
West Bank village of Aboud. 

The Palestine Press Service 
(PPS) in occupied Jerusalem said 
the two, cousins aged 17 and 22, 
were shot and killed when troops 
fired live ammunition at the 
village last night. 

Shooting 

The PPS said Jewish What 
Bank settlers tried to enter the 
village last night, but villagers 
blocked them, and soldiers 
arrived later in a bus and half- 
dozen'other vehicles. 

The news agency said troops lit 
up the dark village with flares 
before shooting. It said the two 
Palestinians. Ra’ed Mahmoud 
Al Bargbouti and Ahmed Ibra- 
him Al Barghouti, died of gun- 
shot wounds. 

Also, tbe Army said an Arab 
youth from the village of Halbul, 
1 5 miles (24 kms) south of 
Jerusalem, died late yesterday 
from wounds suffered earlier in 
the day when the Army opened 
fire to disperse a protest He was 
identified as J amal Al A trash, 1 8, 
who died at Maqassed Hospital 
in east Jerusalem. 

Troops placed the village 
Aboud, under curfew today. 
They barred reporters from 
entering the area near the town of 
Ramallah to investigate the 
incident 

In Israel proper, a bomb 
exploded outside a Jewish 


religious school in the Tel Aviv 
suburb of Rishon Lezion. Police 
said tbe blast occurred 10 min- 
utes after pupils went home. One 
was treated for shock. 

West Bank commander 
Major-General Am ram Mitzna 
forced officers to watch a 40- 
minute film by a US television 
crew of soldiers using rocks to try 
to break the limbs of two seated, 
handcuffed Palestinians, who 
offered no resistance. 

Four soldiers were detained 
following Lhe incident and their 
officer was relieved of his cora- 

B timed 

Palestinians burned the homes 
of two more West Bank Arabs 
accused of collaborating with 
Israeli security services following 
the lynching of an informer last 
week, security sources said 
today. 

In Jerusalem, the cabinet 
heard reports on the incident, 
and ministers from Prime Mini- 
ster Yitzhak Shamir's rightist 
Likud- bloc urged closing the 
territories to journalists. No 
action was taken. 

• Security forces arrested two 
American schoolteachers in the 
West Bank carrying “inciteful 
materials” but released both 
after a night in jail, the Army 
said. 

John Benvenuto, 42, of Bos- 
ton, and Alison Glick, 25, of Cin- 
cinnati, were arrested in 
Ramallah. They carried a list of 
Palestinians recently killed and 
materials the Army apparently 
suspected would be used to make 
political posters. 


US envoy made a 
secret visit to Iran 


LONDON, Feb 28, (Agencies): 
The Observer newspaper said 
today that a secret US envoy had 
visited Tehran to discuss Lhe pos- 
sibility of reestablishing 
diplomatic relations between 
Iran and the United Slates. 

The envoy, apparently a close 
friend of President Reagan, went 
two weeks ago to the Iranian 
capital for the first-mission of its 
kind since the arms-lo- 1 ran scan- 
dal. the British Sunday news- 
paper said. 

Delay 

It said middle-ranking Iranian 
officials asked the envoy, travell- 
ing under Lhe name of Clark, for 
assurances that any arms 
embargo against their country 
would be delayed until early this 
summer. 

“The Iranians asked for a 
delay in pursuing UN action 
against their government 
because of parliamentary elec- 
tions this April in which the 
“moderates’ such as 
Hqjatoleslam Hashemi Rafsan- 
jam. the Speaker of Parliament, 
hope for a sweeping win over 
their opponents,” said the news- 
paper's undalelined report. 

The Observer said the talks 
were assumed to have covered 
the fate of American hostages 
and that of Lieutenant Colonel 
William Higgins, seized by 


Miuiui GAirenmiA m Luuaiiun 
two weeks ago. 

Tbe United Slates shipped 
arms to Iran in 1986 and 
National Security Adviser 
Robert McFarlahe visited 
Tehran to reopen contacts 
severed after the 1980 Iranian 
revolution. This led to congres- 
sional hearings in the Iran-Con- 
tra scandal. • 

Consider 

In Washington, a Slate Depar- 
tment official said, the US would 
consider meeting a Soviet 
request for another round of 
diplomacy to halt Lhe lran-lraq 
war if Moscow gives final 
approval to a United Nations- 
sponsored arms embargo against 
Iran. 

The official, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said over 
the weekend that US represen- 
tatives to the UN Security Coun- 
cil signalled their willingness last 
week to discuss a delay in 
’ implementing an embargo 30 to 
60 duys after it is enacted. 

The United Stales has been 
pushing the Soviets to agree to a 
UN embargo resolution, but 
Soviet delegates have been reluc- 
tant to implement one without 
another diplomatic attempt by 
UN Secretary -General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar to get Iran to 
agree to a ceasefire in its seven- 
year war with Iraq. 


Headway made in Egypt 

Syria, Jordan 
rebuff Shultz 


CAIRO. Feb 28. (Agencies): US 
Secreia ry of Stale George Shultz, 
rebuffed by two key Arab coun- 
tries in his attempt to break up 
the Middle East negotiating 
logjam, reportedly made head- 
way in Cairo talks with President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Shultz failed to find any flex- 
ibility i n ei ther J ordan or Syria on 
a formula to establish direct 
negotiations between Israel, its 
Arab neighbours and the Pales- 
tinians. Both Jordan and Syria 
insist on a direct participation of 
thePLO. a condition which is not 
acceptable to Israel. 

Shultz held three hours of talks 
on Middle East peace ideas with 
Mubarak today and said: “We 
both feel that we have a package 
that is promising.” 

His remarks to reporters 
indicated he felt he had made 
some headway in Cairo. 

Mission 

Shultz and Mubarak, met with 
aides present for three hours 
before the Secretary of Stale flew 
back to Israel to continue his 
peace mission. 

"As our ideas develop, I think I 
can say we both fed that we have 
a package that is promising,” 
ShuJtz said after the talks at 
Egypt’s presidential palace in 
suburban Heliopolis. 

“At least, we (the United 
States) think that it is promising. 
But whether anybody else will 
think it is promising is a question. 
But we (the United States) will be 
working together to make that 
so,” he said. 

Mubarak did not speak to 
reporters after the talks. Egyp- 
tian Foreign Minister Esmat 
Abdel-Maguid stood by Shultz' 
side as he spoke. 

Shultz did not specify details of 
the package but said the-oim-of 
lhe US-Egjrptiah talks Was a, 
comprehensive peace in the Mid- 
dle East 

“That means that- we have to 
consider all the countries 
involved, we have to consider 
security issues, we have to con- 
sider the Palestinian people, their 
aspirations, their legitimate 


rights, and we have discussed all 
these matters in some detail.” he 
said. 

Shultz was due to fly from 
Israel, to Jordan tomorrow for 
more talks with Crown Prince 
Hassan. He was also scheduled to 
meet King Hussein of Jordan in 
London on Tuesday. 

US officials said he would not 
be going to Saudi Arabia on his 
present mission, but Assistant 
Secretary of State Richard Mur- 
phy was likely to go to Riyadh 
ana Damascus in a few weeks. 

Mubarak also insists on an 
international conference as Lhe 
only forum fora long-term peace 
settlement. 

But the United Slates has been 
reluctant to accept an inter- 
national gathering that might try 
to impose a settlement on Israel. 

Shultz ran up earlier against 
solid insistence from Jordanian 
and Syrian officials that an inter- 
national conference, grouping 
the big powers, Arab stales, 
Israelis and Palestinians, was the 
only appropriate forum. 

Israel's ruling coalition is dee- 
ply split on the conference 
proposal. 

In Jerusalem, Shultz held talks 
with Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, flatly opposed to a con- 
ference, and Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres, who favours the 
idea as an umbrella for talks with 
Jordan. 

Failed 

In Damascus, Shultz and 
Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq 
Al Shara said yesterday they had 
failed to reach agreement on the 
new US peace initiative. 

“We expressed our opinion in 
a frank and open way but no 
agreement was reached.” Shara 
said. 

The PLO has named a delega- 
tion Of Palestinians from inside 
and outside the Israeli-occupied 
territories which is prepared to 
meet Shultz, Arafat said. 

Rejecting the US peace plan 
Arafat said that does not mean 
thePLO is “hostile to dialogue or 
is trying to put obstacles in the 
way of a just and global peace. ” 


Armenians 
suspend 
protests 
for a month 

MOSCOW, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Calm returned to the southern 
republic of Armenia today as 
leaders of protests calling for Lhe 
redrawing of regional boun- 
daries gave Kremlin leader Mik- 
hail Gorbachev a month's grace 
to deal with their grievances. 

Residents of the republic’s 
capital, Yerevan, said over tele- 
phone that the streets were quiet. 
Moscow Radio said yesterday 
that leaders of the protests had 
suspended their mass demon- 
strations for a month. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people demonstrated in Yerevan 
last week to demand the return to 
Soviet Armenia of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, a p redominant ly- 
Armenian region administered 
since 1923 by the neighbouring 
republic of Azerbaijan. 

Studying 

Two Armenian envoys who 
outlined Lhe protesters' grievan- 
ces to Gorbachev said on telev- 
ision in Armenia last evening that 
the Soviet leader was studying 
the call to return the disputed 
region to Armenian controL 

Yerevan residents said poet 
Silva Kapulikyan and writer 
Zori Balayan told viewers they 
had spent more than an hour 
explaining to Gorbachev the his- 
tory of Nagorno-Karabakh and 
why Armenians were making 
claims to it. 

"Kapulikyan said that this is 
an old problem and now Armen- 
ians are speaking openly because 
of the atmosphere of glasnosL” 
one resident said. Glasnost is the 
Kremlin's policy of openness 
about the country's problems. 

Gorbachev promised the 
Armenian representatives the. 
problem would be "justly 
solved.” the resident said. 

Bomb blast 

ISTANBUL, Feb 28, (Reuier): 
A bomb exploded opposite a 
police post in an Istanbul suburb 
today, killing one person and 
injuring another, police said. 


Charity 

house 


THE Sabah family will set up 
a charity house to look after 
the families of those who died 
while defending the country, 
HH the Crown Prince and 
Premier Sheikh Saad Al 
Abdullah told the cabinet yes- 
terday. 

The cabinet endorsed a 
draft decree enshrining the 
autonomous character of the 
charity house and praised the 
gesture which “reflected the 
love and ties between the 
Kuwaiti rulers and the peo- 
ple." 


Saddam’s letter 
for North 
Yemen leader 

BAGHDAD, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Iraqi First Deputy Prime Mini- 
ster Taha Yassin Ramadan left 
for Sanaa today with a (oner 
from President Saddam Hussein 
to President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
of North Yemen, the Iraqi news 
agency reported. 

H said the letter referred to 
bilateral relations, the Iraq- 1 ran 
war and the currenL situation- in 
the Arab region. 


DAY BY DAY 


IF lhe new ministers are to 
make any difference in the 
ministries they must exercise 
their roles and introduce 
administrative changes by 
changing some officials. 

Change means new people 
and new ideas. Change also 
reminds officials that their 
positions are not permanent. 

Whal remains after such 
changes is improved perfor- 
mance rather than the 
exploitation of a position for 
relatives and friends. 

if wc really want to take 
advantage of lhe ministerial 
changes in ‘the inlercsti? of 
citizens, 'these changes are 
necessary. 

Zahed vi^tar 
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Q killed ac nhsalrsa Sri Lankan government in contact with rebels 

police fire Secret talks harm accord: India 

muaIa a! __ _ _ t _ |_ COLOMBO, Feb 28, (Agen- by these proposals.” Dixit said. by Dec 31, 1987 and grant them ewardenc said after opening a have been sent to Sri 

Ml il ilffl i d| cies): India's highest ranking “From what we heard of them, limited autonomy from the Buddhist shrine at Ampara. disarm the main rebel { 

W diplomat in Sri Lanka said yes- they are not only extraordinary federal government. Security was tight during Jay- Liberation Tigers c 


DHAKA, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Police killed three people when 
they opened fire on a political 
protest march in central Dhaka 
today, opposition parties said. 

Police, who refused to confirm 
the death toll, said they fired 10 
shots after homemade bombs 
were thrown at their lines injur- 
ing four policemen. 

Both sides said at least SO peo- 
ple were hurt by the bombs. 

Sporadic violence spread to 
other parts of the city after the 
shooting, with palls of black 
smoke marking where cars and 
mini-buses had been set ablaze. 

The violence began when 
opposition leaders Begum 
Khaleda Zia and Sheikh Hasina 
tried to stage separate protest 
marches demanding the resigna- 
tion of President Hossain 


Mohammad Ershad. 

Witnesses said supporters of 
the alliance led by Zia’s Ban- 
gladesh National Party (BNP) 
were stopped by police tear gas 
almost immediately and 
homemade bombs were thrown. 

Police then opened fire. 

A few hundred yards away, 
another crowd which had just 
finished listening to a fiery 
speech from Awami League 
leader Sheikh Hasina scattered 
in panic at the sound of shots. 

Hasma's supporters were also 



Hasina 


Hasina and Zia, united in 
opposition to parliamentary 
polls called by Ershad for March 
3 held simultaneous rallies a 
short distance apart. 

They said Ershad's days as 
ruler of this impoverished nation 
of 1 10 milli on people were num- 
bered and called for a total 
boycott of Thursday's election. 

Cheering 

“We are assured the coopera- 
tion of all people to throw this 
autocrat out' “Hasina told 
cheering supporters from the 
back of a truck. 

Ershad called the elections 
after dissolving parliament in 
December in the face of mount- 
ing agitation and strikes by the 
opposition demanding he hand 
overpower to a caretaker admin- 
istration. 

The president seized power in 
a bloodless coup in 1982. 


24 killed in Philippine 
weekend clashes 


MANILA, Feb 28, (Agencies): 
At least 24 people were killed 
over the weekend in scattered da- 
shes involving government for- 
ces, communist rebels and 
Muslim separatists, military 
officials said today. 

Authorities said 13 govern- 
ment troops — including the son 
of a regional military comman- 
der — were killed yesterday when 
their truck hit a land mine plan- 
ted by communist rebels in AJbay 
province, based 200 miles (320 
km) southeast of Manila. 

It came a week after govern- 
ment troops killed 14 rebels in 
three encounters in Bicol where 
many of the interior villages are 
known to be rebel strongholds in 
the 1 9-year insurgency waged by 
the communist New People's 
Army (NPA). 

The Army poured several bat- 
talions into the area late last year 
after rebels blew up brigades and 
power pylons and hijacked a pas- 
senger train. 

The military said government 
troops killed six Muslim separat- 
ist rebels on Friday in a two-hour 
gun battle in Sul tan Kumanderin 
the province of Lanao del Sur on 
the southern island of Min- 


danao. 

Two policemen were killed and 
their co mmandin g officer woun- 
ded in an ambush by communist 
New People's Army rebels early 
yesterday in the central island of 
Bohol, authorities said. 

Upsurge 

In Santa Ana town in Cagayan 
province, 270 miles (435 km) 
north of Manila, constables 
killed three communist guerrillas 

on Friday. Police said two gover- 
nment troopers were wounded. 

Hundreds of people fearing an 
^upsurge of violence in Lanao del 
' Norte province have fled remote 
coastal villages, a military spok- 
esman said. 

LtCol SatuminoJusto said the 

civilians fled after armed rebels of 
the Muslim separatist Moro 
National Liberation Front 
entered the villages. 

The group has threatened to 
launch attacks on Mindanao, 
500 miles (800 km) south of Man- 
ila to backits bid formembership 
in the 46-member Organisation 
of Islamic Countries, which is 
scheduled to meet in Jordan next 
month. 


COLOMBO. Feb 28, (Agen- 
cies): India's highest ranking 
diplomat in Sri Lanka said yes- 
terday that secret negotiations 
between Sri Lankan officials and 
Tamil militants are undermining 
the Indian-brokered peace 
accord to end the island's ethnic 
strife. 

J N Dixit, the Indian High 
Commissioner, told a news con- 
ference that India would not be 
pressured into any decision out- 
side the parameters of the July 29 
accord. 

He also disclosed that more 
than 400 Indian peacekeeping 
soldiers have died m Sri Lanka 
since last October. The last 
official statement had put the 
death toll at 363. 

Proposals 

Dixit said India learned that 
some Sri Lankan officials were 
talking with members of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, the most powerful rebel 
group. The Tigers oppose the 
accord and have refused to lay 
down their weapons. 

“We have been talcin g aback 


Riot over 
Hindu girl’s 
abduction 
in Sind 

KARACHI, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Two people were killed and 23 
wounded when 10,000 Hindus 
attacked government offices and 
fought police over the reported 
a bd uction of a Hind u girl in Sind, 
southern Pakistan. 

A government statement said 
the crowd was incited by reports 
that 16-year-old Seeta had been 
kidnapped by a Muslim landlord 
and converted to Islam before a 
magistrate at Mirpurkhas, near 
the Indian border. 

An armed crowd demanding 
her recovery attacked police and 
tried to set fire to government 
offices. Police fired teargas with- 
out effect and the crowd, swollen 
to 1 0,000, opened fire and woun- 
ded 1 1 constables. 

Detained 

Local leaders said police roun- 
ded up over 100 Hindus. Police 
said they detained only a few for 
questioning. 

In Karachi, gunmen killed a 
teacher and wounded another in 
an attack on a school at Shah 
Faisal suburbs yesterday. They 
later wounded four at the 
suburb's rail station. 

Authorities lifted a 39-day cur- 
few on Shah Faisal, near the air- 
port, on Thursday. It was 
imposed on January 18 after 
three people were killed in ethnic 
riots. 


Animal attacks 

NAIROBI, Feb 28, (AP): Ram- 
paging elephants trampled a man 
to death in southeastern Kenya, 
and a hippopotamus injured a 
bicyclist on the capital's outsk- 
irts, the Daily Nation newspaper 
reported today. 


by these proposals.” Dixit said. 
“From what we heard of them, 
they are not only extraordinary 
buterode the elementary basis of 
the I odo- Lankan peace accord 
and the fulfilment of the aspira- 
tions of the Tamil people in the 
future.” 

He said his information 
indicated that instead of insisting 
on a surrender of weapons and 
compliance with the pact, Sri 
Lankan officials and Tamils 
were discussing a compromise. 

It apparently would require 
the Tiger fighters to leave the 
eastern province, but allow them 
to regroup in the north and keep 
their weapons, he said. The 
rebels also would be called to 
participate in an interim govern- 
ment in the region, even withouL 
endorsing the peace pact, he 
added. 

Under the terms of the accord, 
the rebels were to give up arms in 
exchange for limited autonomy 
in the northern and eastern 
provinces. 

Sri Lanka had agreed to hold 
elections to provincial councils 


by Dec 31, 1987 and grant them 
limited autonomy from the 
federal government. 

Sri Lanka's National Security 
Minister Lalith Athulathmudau 
told Parliament last Thursday 
that secret contacts had been 
established between the govern- 
ment and Tamil Tigers. He did 
not reveal details of the contacts. 

“India has certainly no objec- 
tions to such discussions, but 
they must be within the fram- 
ework of the Indo- Lanka accord. 
There cannot be any unilateral 
discussion.” Dixit said. 

He said he bad met President 
J uni us R Jayewardene on Thurs- 
day to express India's concern 
about the developments and the 
President had assured him that 
nothing would be done outside 
the terms of the accord. 

Vowed 

Jayewardene today vowed to 
crush Marxist rebels in Sri Lan- 
ka's eastern province. 

“The government has con- 
trolled terrorism in the south. We 
will do the same in Ampara dis- ' 
trict in the next few weeks,” Jay- 


ewardene said after opening a 
Buddhist shrine at Ampara. 

Security was tight during Jay- 
ewardene’s first visit in five years 
to this district which has been hit 
by bothTamfl separatist violence 
and Marxist rebel activity. 

Jayewardene said his offer of 
an amnesty to the outlawed Jan- 
atha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP 
— People's Liberation Front) 
was available only if they ren- 
ounced violence. 

The JVP operates largely in the 
south and in some predominan- 
tly Sinhalese areas in Ampara 
where Tamils, and Muslims also 
live. 

Death fast 

The Marxist group has been 
blamed for killing government 
and opposition politicians who 
supported the pact. 

In eastern Batticaloa. Indian 
troops ringed a Hindu temple 
today where two women are in 
the ninth day of a death fast to 
press demands for an end to figh- 
ting between troops and Tamil 
rebels. 

About 50,000 Indian soldiers 


Bid to prevent bloodshed after Soviet withdrawal 


India offers Afghan peace force 


NEW DELHI, Feb 28, (UPI): 
India is proposing stationing 
troops in Afghanistan as a peace- 
keeping force following a possi- 
ble May withdrawal of Soviet 
troops from the South Asian 
nation, but will need the endor- 
sement of Washington and Mos- 
cow. the Sunday Observer repor- 
ted today. 

The newspaper said the troop 
deployment plan may have been 
the reason for Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi’s surprise invita- 
tion to Pakistan's President Zia- 
ul-Haq to visit New Delhi for 
talks about an Afghan peace set- 
tlement. 

Zia yesterday turned down 
Rajiv's offer, ana New Delhi said 
it would dispatch Foreign 
Secretary KPS Menon to 
Islamabad this Tuesday for dis- 
cussions with the Pakistani 
leader and Prime Minister 
Mohammad Khan Junejo. 

The newspaperquoied foreign 
ministry officials as saying they 
were evaluating aspects of 
statiomnglndian troops in Afgh- 
anistan to prevent bloodshed 


between Muslim rebels and the 
Moscow-backed government in 
an envisaged power vacuum that 
would follow a Soviet pullout. 

The officials said New Delhi's 
forces would be stationed west of 
the Afghan-P akistan border for 
a limited period “as a neutral 
referee," different from the 
Indian forces pitted in Sri Lanka 
against Tamil rebels to enforce a 
peace plan signed last July. 

The officials told the news- 
paper New Delhi would need 
Washington and Moscow’s 
endorsement to proceed with the 
plan, “that would enhance 
India's image as an honest 
broker in the region and increase 
its international prestige." 

Response 

But the undecided aspect, the 
newspaper said, was the response 
ofPakistan. 

The Observer reported, one 
faction in the foreign ministry 
proposed a joint force also com- 
prising Pakistani troops. 

However, a second group 
argued Islamabad would object 
to being straddled by Indian 


troops on both its borders, but 
New Delhi should disregard 
these concerns and stationits for- 
ces, despite theproblemsofbeing 
supplied by planes crossing Pak- 
istani airspace. 

Western diplomats say Mos- 
cow, India's largest arms sup- 
plier and supporter on numerous 
foreign policy issues, has been 
pressuring New Delhi to deploy 
after it withdraws its estimated 
11 5,000 men. 

Talks 

Diplomats said that little dis- 
agreement is expected on the 
main outlines of a UN-spon- 
sored plan on Afghanistan when 
talks resume in Geneva on Wed- 
nesday. 

But Pakistan is refusing to sign 
any agreement with the present 
communist government in 
Kabul that could be seen as 
endorsing any Soviet puppet rule 
in Afghanistan. 

Some diplomats and officials 
are optimistic that a solution can 
be found, but the signals emerg- 
ing from the run-up to the talks 
aremixed. 


CIA accused of plotting in Panama 


have been sent to Sri Lanka to 
disarm the main rebel group, the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam, who reject July's accord. 

Doctors who examined the 
women — Davi Annamma, 58, 
and Vadrvel Nesamma, 50 — 
said they were very weak, unable 
to speak and may lapse into a 
coma in three or four days, accor- 
ding to Batticaloa residents. 

A resident, who declined to be 
named, said a curfew had been 
imposed in the district probably 
to prevent people flocking to the 
temple to support the two 
women. 

On Saturday, Tamil guerrillas 
set off a mine under a truck kill- 
ing five Indian soldiers and 
wounding 16 in Mutur in eastern 
Trincomalee district military 
officials said. 

Officials eariielr reported 
three soldiers were killed, but 
said later two more had died in 
hospital. 

Tiger rebels also killed two 
Sinhalese villagers at Polonnar- 
uwa in north-central province 
yesterday, officials said. 


Israelis 
sink 
boat off 
Lebanon 

BEIRUT, Feb 28, (UPI): The 
Israeli Navy destroyed a com- 
mando boat today off the south- 
ern Lebanese port city of Tyre, 
while Israeli-backed forces killed 
three Muslim fighters. 

“An Israeli boat late yesterday 
exchanged gunfire with a rubber 
dinghy carrying commandos off 
the city of Tyre," reported the 
Muslim Voice of the Resistance 
Radio station run by the Shiite 
Amal militia. “The boat was 
directly hit, set afire and sank.” 

In Tel Aviv, the Israeli defence 
forces said an Israeli naval patrol 
ofFLebanese coast opened fire on 
a commando boat near Tyre, 46 
miles (74 km) south of Beinit, 
sinking the boat. An Army spok- 
esman said the boat was on its 
way to attack Israel. 

Israeli authorities said there 
were no Israeli casualties. Shiite 
Amal militia sources in Tyre said 
there. ran tfOTWflSteJLQa, 
the dinghy. -They, said ,£wo com- 


-TTiT* fAVti* 'i h fTr] 



HILTON HOTEL, ON FRIDAY, 4TH MARCH ’88 
, / . AT 6 P.M. PROMPT , 

& Plans open at Hilton Hotel 

RATES: KD. 5/-, 7/-, 10/- & 1 5 (Concert Only) r, 

KD. 1 0/-, 1 2/-, 1 5/- & 20/- (Concert with Dinner) 



IN COLLABORATION WTTH: 


The perfect taste 


BHASIN CO. W.L.L. 


MADRID, Feb 28. (Agencies): 
Panama’s military leader Man- 
uel Antonio Noriega was quoted 
today as saying the US Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) was 
plotting to destabilise his coun- 
try to pave the way for installing 
a puppet-regime. 

Noriega made the accusation 
in an interview with the Madrid 
weekly El Independienle, given 
before Panama's President Eric 
Arturo Delvalle tried to remove 
Noriega from power on Thurs- 
day. 

Delvalle was hhnsel Tousled by 
the Army-dominated National 
Assembly on Friday. 

“They (the CIAj themselves 
have published what they call 
“the Panama menu”. They want 


first to destabilise us "with an 
economic convulsion, to strangle 
Panama economically. This will 
end in social despair and then 
they will seek a confrontation 
between armed forces,” Noriega 
told El Independiente. 

“They are preparing to return 
in a big invasion, in order to 
organise a so-called democratic 
government, faithful to their 
interests,” he said. 

Ruled out 

The United Slates has ruled 
out using force in Panama but 
says it is seeking to apply 
political, economic and 
diplomatic leverage to remove 
Noriega. 

The military leader said he had 


Interested in a U.K. degree in 
Engineering or Computing? 


Kuwait English School will prepare you for study 
at the University of Reading, U.K. 

The first year of the 4-year B.Sc. Course is taken 
in Kuwait and is available for students who are 
highly successful inTawgehee or semester 
courses. 

An Open Evening is to be held at Kuwait 
English School on: 

Wednesday, 2nd March, 1988 6.30 -9.00 pm 
For further delate, visir Kuwait English School or 
telephone 5629356//565521 6 or 5625640. 


fallen out of favour with the 
United States because he refused 
to allow Panama to be used as a 
base for invading Nicaragua. 

Delvalle, meanwhile escaped a 
virtual house arrest and went 
underground to avoid deporta- 
tion, officials and relatives said 
yesterday. 

Raul Diaz, Delvalle's brother- 
in-law, said the President was 
“safe in a place somewhere in 
Panama” but declined to disclose 
the exact location. 

In Washington, a White 
House official, noting Delvalle's 
“movements today are all on his 
own initiative,” said US Ambas- 
sador Arthur Davis “is in touch 
with him.” 


War of the cities 

(Continued from Page 1) 

The Iraqi communique said 
today's decision to aLlack Iran- 
ian cities followed 24 hours of 
intensive Iranian shelling of 
Basra and the Iraqi border towns 
of Qurna. Khanaqin, Badra 
Abul-Khasib and Gala Diza. 

Turkish Prime Minister Tur- 
gut Ozal arrived in Tehran today 
for th ree days of talks on the G uif 
war and economic cooperation, 
Iran's national news agency Irna 
reported. 


while -ihre& 7q ri 

safely to shore near the Palestin- 
ian refugee camp of A1 
Rashidiyeh outside Tyre. 

The Muslim radio station said 
the boat was apparently heading 
to Israel undercover of darkness 
to cany out attacks when the 
Israeli naval force spotted the 
boat and intercepted iL 

Attack 

In a separate dash, troops of 
the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army repulsed an 
attempt by a group of comman- 
dos to sneak into Israel's self- 
proclaimed “security zone,” kill- 
ing three of the fighters, an SLA 
military spokesman said. 

Three commandos died in the 
attack at the SLA-con trolled 
village of Beit Yahoun, S miles (8 
km) north of the Israeli-Leban- 
ese border, the spokesman. - 

“Their bodies are still on the 
battlefield,” the spokesman said 
on the SLA-run Voice of the 
Hope radio station. 

Voice of the Resistance radio 
station quoted Amal as saying 
that the militia launched the 
attack on the SLA. 

“One of our units attacked the 
Beit Yahoun position with “rock- 
ets and machine guns and trig- 
gered fierce fighting." Amal said. 
“One armoured personnel 
carrier was destroyed.” 



Beria 
begged 
on his 
knees for 
mercy 

MOSCOW, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Josef Stalin’s feared police chiet 
Lavrenty Beria went on hunger 
strike before his 1953 trial, then 
begged on his knees for mercy 
when he was shot, according to 
eyewitness accounts published in 

Moscow at the weekend. 

The accounts, which provided 
dramatic details never before 
released, of the fall of the man 
known as the Kremlin monster, 
revealed that unlike many of 
Stalin's purge victims he refused 
to plead guilty. 

“He admitted nothing. Then 
he declared a hunger strike which 
lasted for 1 1 days. We had to 
bend our efforts to make sure the 
villain survived to face trial.” 
according to the Army general in 
charge ofthe guard. 

Revealed 

The widow of Marshal Pavel 
Batitsky, revealed in the 
accounts for the first time to have 
carried out the death sentence 
and who later became Soviet air 
defence chief, recounted: “My 
husband used to recall how Beria 
went down on his hands and 
knees begging to be spared." 

The accounts were published 
in the weekly Nedelya, weekend 
supplement of the government 
newspaper Izvestia, against a 

background of mounting discus- 
sion m the Soviet press of the 
S talin period and the months 
after his death in March 1953. 

Beria, who became Soviet 
police chief in 1938 after direct- 
ing bloody purges in his native 
Georgia, made a. bid for power 
after Stalin died but was arrested 
at a Kremlin leadership meeting 
in July. 

The Nedelya accounts, com- 
piled by journalist Nikolai 
Zhusemn, revealed that his trial 
alongside that of six close aides, 
took place from December 18- 
23, 1953, and that all seven were 
shot immediately after sentence. 

Until now, foreign historians 
had widely assumed that his 
execution had taken place soon 
after be was seized after being 
called urgently to a Cv-umunist 
Party Presidium (now politburo) 
meeting by his colleagues. 

I --rf*** -■r.-t.-.n- • . • - 

Persuade 

I jAmongotiaeroew information 
otfSi'etf m the 1 Accounts were: 

• that Beria had sought to per- 
suade Nikita Khrushchev and 
Nikolai Bulganin after Stalin 
died to join with him in ousting 
the dictator's heir as prime mini- 
ster, Georgy Malenkov; 

• that the Army team that arres- 
ted him had to be smuggled into 
the Kremlin, which was guarded 
by Beria's MVD troops, inside 
the official cars of Bulganin and 
then first deputy Defence Mini- 
ster Georgy Zhukov; 

• that Zhukov, the Soviet 
Union's top World War Two 
commander disgraced by Stalin 
after 1945, personally master- 
minded the arrest operation and 
was directly involved in its final 
stage; • 

• that Beria was held in a 
specially-guarded room in the 
Kremlin for several hours after 
his arrest and was himself smug- 
gled out of the Kremlin to avoid 
alerting his allies. 


Maids protest 

HONG KONG, Feb 28, 
(Reuter): Filipino women work- 
ing as maids m Hong Kong sent 
an open letter to President 
Corazon Aquino today asking 
her to scrap a ban on female 
domestic servants under 35 tak- 
ing jobs overseas. 


Heart operation 

ANKARA, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Doctors at Ankara’s Ibn Sina 
Hospital have successfully 
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Cabinet reviews latest 
esfo, political developments 

C V Deputy Premier and Foreign . ihe international oil market. 
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TH E Kuwaiti Cabinet yesterday 
reviewed international and 
regional political developments 
Focussing on contacts aimed at 
halting Israeli violent repression, 
against Palestinians in the 
occupied territories, the govern- 
ment spokesman said. 

Efforts to bring the Iran-lraq 
war to an end were also reviewed 
by the cabinet session. which was 
presided over by HH Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah, accor- 
ding lo the spokesman. State 
Minister for Cabinet Affairs, 
Rashed Abdul Aziz A1 RasbedL 

The ministers were briefed on 
the content of a message HH the 
Amir received last week from 
King Hassan ofMorocco dealing 
with Arab and Islamic issues and 
relations between Kuwait and 
Morocco. 

HH the Crown Prince outlined 
the outcome of bis recen t talks in 
Kuwait with Bahrain's Crown 
Prince and. General Commander 
of the Bahraini Armed Forces 
Sheikh Hamad Bin Issa A1 
Khalifa who attended Kuwait's 
celebrations of the 27th National 
Day. 


Deputy Premier and Foreign 
Minister Sheikh. Sabah A1 
Ahmed reported to the meeting 
on his talks here last week with 
then visiting Moroccan Foreign 
Minister Abdul Latif Filali with 
whom Sheikh Sabah discussed 
Arab and regional issues and 
cooperation between the two 
countries. 

Parliamentarians 

State Minister -for Foreign 
Affairs Saoud Mohammed A1 
Osaimi briefed the cabinet on a 
recent visit here by an European 
Parliamentary delegation who 
had met the Amir and discussed 
with him a number of issues 
including Euro-Gulf Coopera- 
tion. 

Rashed said he outlined to the 
cabinet the outcome of his meet- 
ing with the European delegation 
in which talks centred on the Gulf 
war and the situation in the 
Israeli -occupied territories. 

The European parliamen- 
tarians have also conferred with 
Oil Minister Sheikh Ali Al 
Khalifa on cooperation between 
the EEC and the Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council and the situation on 


the international oil market 

The Council of Ministers then 
listened to a report by Planning 
Minister Abdul Rahman Al 
Awadi on last week's conference 
of experts in Saudi Arabia on 
education and health -develop- 
ment of Arab children in which 
the minis ter represented Kuwait. 

Approved 

-The Council of Ministers also 
reviewed the results of talks the 
Crown Prince held with officials 
during recent tours of several 
parts of KuwtuL - 

•The council e xamin ed ways to 
resolve problems obstructing 
development of public services. 

The cabinet approved that 
Kuwait take part in financing 
long-term trade between mem- 
bers of the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference by pumping 
five million dollars into a 
programme for the purpose. 

It also decided to contribute to 
an international fund affiliated 
to the Unesco for cultural 
development. 

The ministers also discussed 
several local matters and adop- 
ted a number of pertinent resolu- 
tions. 




• The Assistant Undersecretary for military projects at the Defence Ministry, Sheikh 
Sabah Al Nasser, paid an Inspection visit last week to the military projects at the Uralf}an 
Camp, the 1 5th Brigade and the naval base. He held severatmeetlngs with officials at these 
sites. Picture shows Sheikh Sabah Al Nasser (third, right) at one of the projects. 


1,800,000 civil 
ID cards issued 


Civil Service law amendments 
to be implemented 


AMENDMENTS on the Civil 
Service law will be implemented 
soon mainly affecting the length 
of service of top officials. State 
Minister for Cabinet Affairs, 
Rashed AJ Rashed has disclosed. 

He added, in an interview with 
a Kuwaiti newspaper published 
yesterday that studies are still 
underway for fixing a four-year 
period for occupant of a leading 
post subject for renewal. 

AJ Rashed, who is chairman 
of the Civil Service Commission, 
noted that a number of commit- 
tees and team works will soon 
start implementing a nine-stage 


Refai to visit 
Britain 

AMMAN, Feb 28. (Kuna): Jor- 
danian Premier Zaid Al Refai 
will pay a brief visit to Britain 
tomorrow, well informed sour- 
ces said today. 

The! sources told Kuna thill Al . 
Refai will join Jordanian mon- 
arch King Hussein currently ona 
private visit to Britain. 

King Hussein is scheduled to 
discuss with Britain’s Premier 
Margaret Thatcher the Middle 
East crisis and Britain’s role 
towards convening the inter- 
national Mideast peace con- 
ference. 


plan for administrative reforms 
in all government institutions. - 

He noted thaL a permanent 
committee is assigned with com- 
paring government to private 
companies' salaries m a bid to 
elevate wages of qualified cadres 
in the government to match those 
in the private sector. 

The employees bureau is 
currently cooperating with the 
university to set up a number of 
training programmes to absorb 
the growing numbers of arts 
college graduates and .qualify 
them for certain government 
posts, Al Rashed underlined. 


He pointed out, meanwhile, 
that at present a restructuring of 
the national council for culture, 
arts and letters is being studied. 
Al Rashed, who is also chairman 
of the council, however affirmed 
that it will continue its role in 
organising various exhibitions 
and encouraging Kuwaiti auth- 
ors. 

Asked on future of the Kuwait 
Institute for Scientific Research, 
Al Rashed, who is Kisr’s board of 
trustees chairman, said that it has 
a great role in meeting the coun- 
try's food, industrial and econ- 
omic needs. 


FAISAL Al Shaiji, the Director 
Genera] of the Public Authority 
for Civil Information, said the 
authority had issued about 
1,800,000 cards by the end of 
1987. He added that this number 
was equal to the population of 
the country and that the auth- 
ority was how involved in renew- 
ing cards and changing data on 
cards already issued, as well as 
adding newborns. 

Alleviated ■ 

Al Shaiji said the authority had 
issued an average of 8 ,000 cards a 
day during the summer months 
last year and that thousands of 
people received their cards late 
because of. Ramadan and the 
summer holidays which resulted 
in crowding at the offices at the 
end of the summer. 

He said that the use of the 
postal services had alleviated 
some of the crowding at the main 


offices and about 1,500 applica- 
tions for card renewals were 
received through the postal 
service. 

The authority has also dou- 
bled the number of counters al 
the Ministries Complex, he said, 
and has an information centre 
where inquiries can be made by 
telephone on numbers 2669333. 
2636322, 263631 1 or 2636312. 

The authority is preparing to 
construct a new building at its 
branch in the Farwaniya area 
which is expected to be com- 
pleted in eight to nine months. 
The building will have 80 coun- 
ters Lo ensure that all those who 
come to complete their registra- 
tion can be handled quickly. Al 
Shaiji added that registration 
procedures have been changed 
which should reduce the time 
from 1 5 minutes to seven or nine 
for completion of registration. 


Medicine output increases 


Drug addiction in Kuwait 
not widespread: Al Naquib 


KUWAIT'S pharmaceutical 
industry is responsible for the 
production of capsules, tablets, 
medical, creams and ointments 
and other types-of medications.- - 

According to a Kuwaiti daily, 
local pharmaceuticalproductroTj r ' 
•has increased 'over the past few 1 
years and is making steady 
progress in meeting the local 
needs for medicines and other 
forms of pharmaceuticals. 

Hie first pharmaceutical fac- 
tory in Kuwait was established 
by the Health Ministry in 1966on 
a 300 square metre site. This fac- 
tory has expanded to 2000 square 
metres and production bad 


Electrical appliances 
repairmen exploiting 


ELECTRICAL appliances 
maintenance and repair shops 
are now prospering better than 
al any time in the past because 
more people prefer to repair and 
maintain their electrical applian- 
ces instead of buying new ones, a 
local newspaper said yesterday. 

It said this was a result of the 
economic crisis that affected 
income and reduced the demand 
for new appliances. 

Owners of electrical applian- 
ces shops said prices were higher 
than before, especially for 
Japanese goods. Tney said that 
freight, customs and rent had 
risen and were reflected in the 
price. 

A number of residents told the 
newspaper that repairing 
appliances was costly. It was dif- 
ficult for them to know the cost 
and shop owners therefore ten- 
ded to exploit them. Most 
repairmen preferred higher 
profits lo pleasing customers he 
said. 

Check 

One resident, Amin Ayed, 
said it was easy for repair shops 
to exploit customers, but there 
was a minority of honest men in 
tiie market. 

He said most residents 
preferred to send their old 


appliances for repair than to buy 
new ones. 

He called on officials for a 
stricter check On repair ships. 

Another resident, Abdul 
Rahim Mustafa, said most 
repairmen were inexperienced 
and tried to make profits by 
cheating custoraers. 

He pointed out that a man 
with a low income could not 
afford to buy a new appliance so 
he sent his old one for repairs, 
only to find that it would have 
been better to have bought a new 
one. 

An electronics technician. 
Marlin Jokir, said most elec- 
trical appliances were damaged 
because their owners treated 
them roughly and the delicate 
electrical parts were affected. 

Faults 

He said that new models did 
not get damaged often, so some 
shops exploited customers by 
making them pay more for small 
faults. 

He said that appliances 
sometimes had major faults that 
required more than three hours 
to repair in which case a charge 
lor labour was added to that of 
the parts. 

He advised customers to 
follow the instructions given in 


increased from half a milli on 
units to over 60 million in 1986. 

The pharmaceutical industry 
has been challenged by tbegover- 
> ament's demands to meet the- 
.national ^requirements Jqr 
j medications and pharmaceutical • 
•drugs arid to" cut "down on the 
huge amount spent on imported 
medicines. 

Statistics have shown that 
locally-produced medicines meet 
international standards, match- 
ing the quality of imported 
medicines. It also appears that 
the public is more confident of 
the. quality of locally produced 
medicines. 


people 

operation manuals. 

Another repairman, Moham- 
med Hassan, said that it cost less 
to repair an appliance than to 
buy a new one. He said some 
customers preferred to byy a 
new appliance if the repair costs 
were comparatively high. He 
said it was not worth repairing a 
cheap appliance at a high cosL 

He said the highest price he 
< charged customers was KD 50, 
and he considered this normal. 

The owner of an electrical 
appliances showroom, Abdul 
Raoud Rashid, said that Japan- 
ese appliances lasted longer and 
were better than Korean ones. It 
was also easier to find spare 
parts and lo repair Japanese 
appliances. 

The price of Japanese applian- 
ces was high because of the rise 
in the exchange rate of the yen. 


DR Nael Al Naquib, Kuwait's 
Public Health Undersecretary, 
said the Drug Addiction Centre 
would involve specialists from 
other ministries and would work 
toward social .rather ..than . 
medical - treatment. He.said.thai... 
whileaddicti onisaofwidespread 7 . 
fiX £jfcsCTt\ni : KfiWaijL ft^is i 
anticipated as a problem that will 
have to be faced in the future. 

Commenting on the spread of 
AIDS, Al Naquib said there is a 
worldwide lack of information 
aboutthe disease which results in 
the inability to fight it 
adequately. He added that a 
medical or legal means of fight- 
ing AIDS has simply not been 


Students show 
lack of 


motivation 

DR Jassim Karam, the secretary 
of the Teachers’ Society of 
Kuwait University, said a large 
number of students at the univer- 
sity displayed a lack of motiva- 
tion, were often absent from class 
and performed below standard 
academically. 

■ He strongly supported taking 
strict action against students wb o 
did not maintain a high academic 
performance, saying the univer- 
sity charters provide for such 
action. 

Dr Karam added that the 
society would follow-up the 
request for an increase in salaries 
and allowances given to teachers 
at the university’s language cen- 
tre with the university adminis- 
tration and Civil Service Coun- 
cil. He said they would also study 
the problem of low salaries for 
assistant teachers at the univer- 
sity and examine the promotion 
system for teachers. * 


found and that Kuwait is unsure 
of what to do about controlling 
carriers of the disease. He added 
that Kuwait was trying to find a 
solution to move about freely. 

.Dr Al Naquib said that the 
- -appointment, of. Dr Abdul Raz-. 
^ak.AlyVbdplvRa^zak as Health , 
wbuldmbtcharigeCtfe^i:' 
aspect of the ministry. He added 
that whatever changes made 
would be in an effort to continue 
the development and 
improvement of the health 
services. Headded that the minis- 
try is especially concerned about 
training administrative person- 
nel and that some departments 
would be reorganised. 


Municipality to 
decide on site 
for Jahra market 

SALEH Al Khalaf, the Director 
of the Vegetables, Meat and Fish 
Market Project to be built in the 
Jahra area, said that Kuwait’s 
Municipal Affairs Committee 
would deteimine the site of the 
project at its next meeting. He 
added that the market, which will 
cover a 32,000 square metre area, 
will be supervised by the General 
Warehouse Company and will 
serve about 336,000 consumers. 

In addition to the market area, 
the project will include adminis- 
trative offices for the Mun- 
icipality, Customs, the Ministry 
of Commerce and the Public 
Authority for Agriculture and 
Fish Resources. 

Al Khalaf said that the projecL 
is expected to be built near the 
commercial and administrative 
centre of Jahra, adding that 
JHeeb AJ Shiyoukh, Fahaheel 
and Failaku are planning similar 
projects. 


Internal Front safeguards 
security: Sheikh Ali 

AHMAD1 Governor Sheikh Ali uously advancing. 
SababAlSalem has asserted that Concerning protection of oil 

“coherence of our internal front installations in the country, the 
is the fence that protects Kuwait governor affirmed that coordin- 
and safeguards its security.” ation, in this regard, is standing 

In an interview with Kuwaiti between concerned quarters. 


> , 



newspaper published yesterday. 
Sheikh Ali said, “let them launch 
■i missile here and blast a bomb 
there ... our determination will 
not be shaken,” in a clear 
reference to rocket attacks ano' 
borabexplosions against K uwaii 
in the past v ears. 

On crime rate in Kuwait, he 
said if crime rates in other coun- 
tries are compared with crime in 
KuWaii,existanceofcrimein the 
latter will be negligible, emphas- 
hing that apparatus of combat- 
ing crime in Kuwait are contin- 


emphasising that necessary 
measures have been taken to foil 
any sabotage acts. 

Prodding youth ro extend more 
effort towards serving Kuwait, 
he said Kuwaiti ladies can be 
recruited lo work in certain jobs 
related to the field of security. 

On problems of juveniles and 
teenagers. Sheikh Ali said more 
coordination and cooperation 
between parents and education 
authoriliesjs required to find 
solutions id" this problem. 



# Members end guests of the Kuwait Chapter of the Chaine des Rotisseurs had a gala 
dinner at the Sheraton Hotel’s Riccardo Restaurant on Feb 20. The guest of honour was the 
Charge d’Affaires at the Swiss Embassy, Franco Besoml. Picture shows (from left, 
clockwise): executive assistant manager of the Sheraton Hotel, G Rahwangi, Mrs Al 
Mannaei, Mrs Rahwangi, Mohamed Najia, Franco Besoml, Mrs Najia, and Faisal Al 

Mannaei. 


Sheikh Saad 
for London 

HIS Highness the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Al Sabah yesterday 
flew to London on a private visit 
during which he will take routine 
physical check-ups. 

Kuwaiti envoy 
presents credentials 

TURKISH President Kenan 
Evren received yesterday 
accreditation papers of the new 
Kuwaiti Ambassador Abdul 
Wahab AJ Rifaei. 

The presentationofthe papers 
was conducted in an official 
ceremony described by the 
ambassador shortly afterwards 
as “cordial and distinguished.” 
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ROYAL COURT 

Amiri audiences 

HH the Amir yesterday received in audience HH the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah. 

The Amir also received Sheikh Jaber At Ali. 

Cable of condolences 

HH the Amir yesterday sent a cable of condolences to Egyptian 
President Hosni Muborakonthe death of presidential assistant and 
former prime minister Mamdouh Salem. 


KUWAIT PRESS DIGEST 

New reconciliation game 

KUWAIT'S newspaper Al Rai Al Aam yesterday, while wondering 
whether (ran and Iraq are launching a new round of war at cities 
affirmed that there is an attempt to expand the explosion in the 
fighting to the Gulf area again. 

The daily in a front page editorial said that there are indications 
that an understanding has taken place between the Uniled States, 
Israel the Soviet Union and Iran, to exchange positions and roles In 
the new reconciliation gome between Washington and Moscow. 
Al Rai At Aam noted that since the beginning of the popular 
uprising in the occupied territories, the United States has been 
looking for a "way out" for Israel from its scandalous behviour in 
facing the stone throwers. 

“The recent visit by US Secretary of State George Schultz to 
Moscow touched on the “way ouf' at a time when the Soviet Union 
and US are trying to give the impression that they are serious tofind 
solutions for the regional issues Including the Gulf war and the 
Palestinian cause," the paper went on. 

However, the daily asserted that the initiatives which the superp- 
owers are launching to treat the problems of the region are not 
clear, and based on certain seif-serving policies, positions and 
regulations. 

“Therefore those initiatives and ideas are unqualified to salve any 
dispute. Yet, those conflicts and problems are being complicated 
further." 

The paper noted, that even though the two superpowers agreed on 
passing a resolution on halting arms flow to Iran the war will not 
end and the flow of the arms will not stop as well. 



PHOTO 

COMPETITION 


F PRIZE 2 nd PRIZE 3 rd PRIZE 


Mamiya M645 
Super Camera 


Nikon F301 Camera 
+ 50 mm F 1.4 lens 
+ case 


Canon A-l 
+ lens + case 


OTHER PRIZES: 

• Yashica AF230 • Ricoh KR 1 0x Camera 

camera with zoom lens 

• ..Yashica 103 camera with • Ricoh TF 900D Camera 


1.4 lens and CS202 flash 
• Fuji SLR camera with 
50 mm 1.9 and 135 mm 
telephoto lens 


• Polaroid Image Camera 

• Kodak Disk 8000 camera 


For more details get your application forms at : 

- All 35 Commercial Bank - Ashraf & Co. Ltd. - Abdul- Aziz 

branches - Photo & Gne & Partners Co. Ltd. 

- Kuwait Regency Palace - Jashanmal & Partners Ltd. - Studio 1 

- All Toyota Showrooms - Boushahri Colour Film Co. 

- Al Ajeel International - Al Alamlyah Electronics Co. 

Selected entries will be shown at Kuwait Regency Palace from 15- 31st October 1988. 
Last date for entry 31st July 1 988. 



Mahomed Noser AK5ayer8i Sons EsL 

TOYOTA 


Commercial Bank 
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US, Iraqi officials hold talks to 
avoid accidental missile attacks 


ON board the USS Coronado in 
the Arabian Gulf, (UPI): Irani 
authorities in Baghdad this week 
told a high ranking American 
military delegation that “they 
did not realise the gravity of what 
was going on” when Iraqi pilots 
fired two missiles within eight 
miles of two American warships 
on Feb 7 and Feb 12. 

Marine Gen George B Crist, 
Commander in Chief of the 
United States Central Command 
which directs American naval 
operations including convoy 
escorts for reflagged tankers, 
yesterday did not say that the US 
had received either “guarantees” 
against another USS Stark 
incident, or “apologies.'* But he 
said the Baghdad mission, cons- 


isting of officers of the joint 
chiefs of staff and free of his own 
command, and the Iraqis “have 
sorted out some problems that 
were not working right.'’ 

Necessary 

These involved “deconfliction 

g raced u res" with the Badger,” a 
ig aircraft that carries missiles. 
“It was necessary that we talked 
... to be sure that both sides 
understood how that aircraft is 
to be employed,” Crist said. 

His remarks were in answer to 
wide ranging questions from a 
press pool, held aboard this flag- 
ship after a tradition-rich naval 
ceremony at which Rear 
Admiral Harold J Bernsen was 
replaced by Rear Admiral Anth- 


ony “Tony” Less, as commander 
of Crist's Middle East force. 

At the press conference. Crist 
made it clear he did not agree 
with a report from the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
that there is a “realistic pos- 
sibility” that Iraq is losing -the 
war with Iran. 

However, he added: “I do not 
necessarily think Iraq is the win- 
ner.” He had been asked how a 
possible Iraqi defeat might 
imperil Central Command's task 
in the Gulf. 

On other key subject,' Crist 
said: 

— There have been no changes in 
rules for escorting only US flag- 
ged ships, even though several 
American owned ships this week 


CNN pulls out from Gulf media war 


DUBAI, Feb 28, (Reuter): The 
first of America's four television 
networks covering the Gulf tan- 
ker war for the past seven months 
pulled out of the costly Dubai- 
based media operation today. 

Ben McNitt of Cable News 
Network (CNN) told Reuters 
the group's Atlanta headquar- 
ters had decided to end its round- 
the-clock watch on the Gulf as 
the operation was no longer cost- 
effective in news value. 

American and British telev- 
ision companies followed Wes- 
tern navies into the Gulf last July 
to provide often dramatic 
coverage of Iran and Iraq's 
escalating tanker war spawned 
by their seven-year-old ground 
conflict 

In what one reporter dubbed a 
“war within a war” the rival net- 


works spent up to 50,000 dollars 
a day, at the height of world 
interest last summer, operating 
from helicopters, fixed-wing air- 
craft and privately-hired ships to 
dog the wakes of US-escorted 
convoys. Western minesweepers 
and the Iranian Navy. 

Confrontation 

Media helicopters have been 
fired on by the Iranian Navy, 
rescued crews from blazings tan- 
kers and landed on a supertanker 
to warn the captain of mines 
ahead: A media-hired ship was 
rammed in a confrontation with 
a US frigate. 

But as the convoys settled into 
uneventual routine and Iran and 
Iraq's tit-for-tat war on Gulf 
ships eased this year, the net- 
works have been cutting back 
sharply on costs. 


The helicopters have been fly- 
ing less — about one sortie every 
other day this month compared 
with up to ten daily last summer 
— and companies have cut back 
to bare mimmums the number of 
staff operating from Dubai’s lux- 
ury hotels. 

America's “Big Three" telev- 
ision rivals, ABC, NBC and 
CBS, closely guard details of 
their plans and operations but 
are remaining in Dubai, convin- 
ced that the Gulf war is far from 
over. 

“There are still a lot of war- 
ships out there and a lot of firep- 
ower. One accident or a new 
move by Iran or Iraq can still put 
this war back on American TV 
screens, so none of the Big Three 
wants to be the first to go,” one 
TV executive said. 



Photographers in a helicopter chartered by the American CNN television network and 
international news agencies swing into action in the Gulf to cover the tanker war. (Reuter 
wirephoto) 





KUWAIT NATIONAL PETROLEUM. COMPANY K.S-C. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Tenderers are invited for the supply of the following: 


Tender No. Material 

7/3716 Hydrazine A Ztac Sudan 

7/3830 HpeAHniBgs 

7/3836 Sheets Monel 


Tender Fee 
KD.2/- 
KD.2/- 
KD.2/~ 


Issuing Date 
27.2.1988 
27.2.1988 
27.2.1988 


Closing Dan 
4.4.1988 
4.4.1988 
28^.1988 


Tender documents can be purchased from the office of the HPPC 
Secretary at KNPC Head Office, 1st Floor — Room No. 57, as 
from 27.2.1988. 
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iOJWA IT. NATIONAL PETROLEUM- COM EA NY K-S.C- 


r 

ADVERTISEMENT 

Tenders are invited for the supply of the following:- 


Tender No. Material 

Tender Fee Issuing Date 

Closing Date 

7/R519 Reducing Tee 

KD.2/- 27-2-88 

4-4-88 

7/R521 Pipe Fittings & Gaskets 

KD.2/- 27-2-88 

4-4-88 

7/R587 Lab Supplies 

KD.2/- 27-2-88 

4-4-88 

7/R611 Assorted Metals 

KD.2/- 27-2-88 

i-J-PO 

Tender documents can be purchased from the office of the HPPC 
Secretary at KNPC Head Office, 1st Floor — No. 57 as from 

27.2.1988. 




turned to the British flag for 
protection, and heavy pressure is 
mounting in from US owners of 
foreign flag vessels. Only 
military chartered vessels and 
one US-owned, non-Kuwaiti 
ship, the SS Texaco Californian, 
have ventured here and received 
naval protection, Crist said. 

— There has been no protocal to 
increase US-Soviet naval 
cooperation in iheGulf, despite a 
recent joint mine searching 
operation. 

Asked how American citizen 
seamen on US-flagged tankers 
could be “security” problem, as 
Defence Department spokesmen 
have said, Crist said he could see 
no problem with Americans on 
the ships. 


Kuwaitis urged 
to work 
as imams 

ABDUL Rahman A1 Fares, Lhe 
Assistant Undersecretary of 
Kuwait's Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs for Mosques and 
Pilgrimage Affairs, said that 
qualified Kuwaiti youths are 
invited to work as volunteer 
imams at mosques. He added 
that these volunteers would need 
to have an understanding of the 
Islamic culture and background 
and be able to pass the examina- 
tion required by the Ministry 
which tests their knowledge of 
Islam and the Arabic language. 

A1 Fares denied that the minis- 
try placed obstacles in the way of 
Kuwaitis being appointed as 
imams, adding that imams 
address the various problems of 
Muslims around the world In 
their Friday sermons. 

He added that the ministry 
sent 1 5 1 teachers of Islam as mis- 
sionaries to 39 countries and 
sends Muslim scholars to some 
of the Gulf states during 
Ramadan to lectureabout Islam . 

He said the ministry would 
receive 30 new mosques this year. 


National Day 
reception 

RIYADH, Feb 28, (Kuna): 
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Riyadh 
Abdul Rahman A1 Bakr, held a 
reception party here last nigh t on 
the occasion of the National Day 
of his country. . 

The party was attended by 
Saudi Interior Minister Prince 
Nayef Bin Abdul Aaz. other 
ministers, members of Arab and 
Islamic diplomatic corp as well 
as several distinguished person- 
alities. 
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• A representative from the Crown Prince and Prime Minister’s Office, Sheikh Mubarak 
Faisal Saud A1 Sabah, attended the distribution of assistance provided by the Kuwait 
government to Lebanon In the form of truck-loads of food, books and school necessities. 
Kuwait’s Ambassador to Syria, Ahmed Ai Jassem, and a number of Lebanese officials 
were presenLToppicture shows officials, and the bottom picture shows some of the goods. 
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Prince Nayef warns 
Iranians against haj demos 


WASHINGTON, Feb 28, 
(Kuna): Saudi Arabia’s Interior 
Minister warned in an interview 
published here today of the possi- 
ble need for harsh measures 
should Iranian pilgrims again tiy 
to disrupt the Haj in Makkah this 
summer. 

Last summer, Iranian radicals 
orchestrated political demon- 
strations in the holy dty, touch- 
ing off as many as several hun- 
dred deaths. 

For the last several years Iran- 
ians have' made up the largest 
foret|H"fcS8ting£nJ of pflgikri s. 
Saudi atSftorities qjritfjfo >aboiit 
|1 50,000 ^ mins cor^e 


annuall y to Makkah. 

Prince Nayef Ibn Abdul Aziz, 
speaking to the New Y ork Tunes 
in his office in Riyadh, said that 
the kingdom valued its rale as 
protector of the holy places of 
Islam. 

And reaffirmed the right of ail 
Muslims, “regardless ofnatibn- 
ality and even regardless of their 
political views,” to perform their 
religious duty in Makkah. 

Butat thesametime, the senior 
Saudi official stressed, “we wel- 
comctthe Iranians) as Muslims, 
blit* they will not be aUoWed to 
aKSftmfeatg:- • 'ml u* 

1- fin i>f i r-a /. r-i- . 


Fakroh returns 

MANAMA, Feb 28, (Kuna): 
Bahraini Education Minister Dr 
Ali Mohammed Fakroh today 
returned home following a visit 
to the United Kingdom in res- 
ponse to. an invitation from the 
British Cultural Councfi. 

The Bahraini Minister said 
that his visit aimed to familiarise 
hims elf with education opera- 
tions and school systems in the 
UK. 


Safat 
Square 
opens today 

THE Safat Square project wiU be 
officially inaugurated today 
within Kuwait’s celeb rations or 
its 27 th independence anniver- 
sary, 'a Kuwaiti official said. 

Deputy director of the con- 
struction department at the 
Kuwait Municipality Wahd Ai 
A wadi told Kuna in an interview 
' that since the Safat Square is one 
of the valuable historic land- 
marks of the country the Kuwait 
Municipality decided to ren- 
ovate the area. 

He added that accepting draft 
designs to beautify the square 
3 tartcd in 1982 after announcing 
a competition for local and inter- 
national consultative compan- 

Work on the project started in 
March 1984, AI Awadi 
elaborated, noting that the 
project was completed a year 
ago. 

He pointed out however, that 
the only unfinished part was the 
monument hi the nriddie of the 
square, due to the differences in 
opinion over its final shape. But 
the issue was settled on a ship's 
sail surrounded with a replica of 
Kuwait’s old wall, be elaborated. 

The official said that the size of 
the square is 12,000 square 
metres and the cost of the project 
reached around 4,200,000 
Kuwaiti dinars. 


Sheikh issa 
receives 
Admiral Pearson 

MANAMA. Feb 28, (Kuna): 
The Amir of Bahrain, Sheikh 
Issa Bin Salman AI Khalifa 
today received General Com- 
mander of the US naval forces in 
the Middle East, Admiral Pear- 
son in a ceremony marking the 
end of his mission in the region. 

The Gulf news agency repor- 
ted that Sheikh Issa awarded 
Admiral Pearson Bahrain Medal 
of the First Order. 

The meeting was attended by 
Chief of Staff at the Bahrain 
Defence Force Maj Gen Sheikh 
Khalifa Bin Ahmad AI Khalifa 
and the US Ambassador to 
Bahrain. 


Traffic accidents claim 
more lives than cancer 


Sheikh Zayed to visit Egypt 


10 traffic accidents 

A BOY died after being knocked 
down by a speeding car in 
Sulaibiya area yesterday. 

There were 1 0 traffic accidents 
in Kuwait. Five took place in 
Ahmadi, three in Jahra and two 
in Hawalli. 


ABU DHABI, Feb 28, (Kuna): 
The President of the United Arab 
Emirates Sheikh Zayed Bin Sul- 
tan AI Nahyan will pay an 
official three-day visit to Egypt 
next March 13 at the invitation of 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

The visit will be the first by an 
Arab leader to Egypt after eleven 
Arab countries restored 
diplomatic relations with Cairo 


Marketing Manager 


A leading financial institution in Kuwait is looking 
for an assistant to the head of its Marketing 
Department 

The successful candidate will have proven 
analytical and strategic marketing skills, a good 
knowledge of financial products and services, 
excellent report writing abilities, as well as the 
ability to work for extended hours and under tight 
schedules. Arabic language and PC working 
knowledge are a plus. 

Please send full C.V. with photograph to: 
Marketing Department 
P.O.Box 26238 
13123 -Safat, Kuwait. 

All applications will be handled with the strictest 
confidentiality. 


following the extraordinary 
Amman Arab summit last 
November. 

The UAE was the lint Arab 
state to announce resumption of 
diplomatic ties with Egypt in 
November last year. 

Sheikh Zayed had not visited 
Egypt for more than ten years. 

In his visit he participated in 
the last Arab and Afro- Arab 
summit conferences held in 
Cairo. 

Sheikh Zayed will exchange 
views and hold consultation with 
his Egyptian counterpart on the 
current developments in the 
Arab and Islamic arenas. 


IN 1 spite ofrcampaignsi aimed -at 
traffic safety;. .traffic : accidents 
dhimmbte, lives inKnwtiit .thin 
cancer 1 and ' beartr di Sfeaser.' Many 
accidents leave victims perman- 
ently handicapped or disabled. 
MustafBuftain.a specialist atthe 
Ministry of Health’s Prosthesis 
Centre said that most of then- 
cases resulted from traffic 
accidents. 

According to recent statistics 
issued by the Interior Ministry 
the number of traffic accidents m 
Kuwait have increased by 70 per 
cent in the last ten yars. 

The Prosthesis Centre was 
established in 1965 with five 
specialists. Buftain said that the 
centre's role at that tune was just 
to take measurements for 
patients and the actual manufac- 
turing of the prosthesis was done 
in Cairo or London. 

The centre, located in 


A LEADING FINANCIAL INSTITUTION 
HAS THE FOLLOWING VACANCIES 

Executive Secretary 

The candidate should have the following 
qualifications: 

- University degree f Secretarial Diploma 

- 3-5 years experience 

- Shorthand and Typing in both Arabic and 
English at an excellent speed. 

- Familiarity with Word Processors and 
Personal Computers. 

Salary and benefits will be in accordance with 
qualifications and experience. 

Please send your resume in confidence to: 
Recruitment Manager 
P.O.Box 25363 Safat 
13 1 14 — Safat — Kuwait. 


-Sulaibikhafr now has$6 special- 
ists who manufacture prosthesis 
needed in cases of paralysis &nd 
amput&fioh.Tnfedibaj : shoed and 
belts and a number of other ins- 
truments required in cases of 
Kmb malformation. 

The centre’s most recent 
invention is an artificial hand 
which can be controlled through 
brain sensors which stimulate 
muscle movement in the hand 
and fingers. 

Buftain said the centre's 
services/are offered free of charge 
to citizens and expatriates who 
have lived in Kuwait for more 
than five years, and those who 
have spent less than five years in 
Kuwait pay a token fee 
equivalent to 10 per cent of the 
cost of the services and prosth- 
esis. 

Charged 

Visitors to Kuwait are charged 
20 per cent of the cost price, he 
said, adding that it takes between 
two and three weeks to manufac- 
ture a prosthesis. 

Buftain said that the centre 
had manufactured about 783 
co mp ensatory prosthesis in 1 987 
for paralysis cases and 1 1 1 pros- 
thesis for upper and lower limbs. 


' REQUIRED 
An Electrician 

For airconditi oners, 
refrigerators and 
washing machines 
rs 


are preferred. 

Call TaL 53 181 30-53181 31 from 
8.00-12.00 am and TeL 4734402 
Own 3.00 -8.00 pm. 


REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 
Jr. Accountant/Accounts Clerk 

• Degree in Accounts/Commerce 

• Preference for Costing Analysis 

• Good command of English 

• 2/3 years experience 

• Transferable residence 

• Driving Licence an advantage 

Career advancement for the right candidate - 

Secretary (English/Arabic) 

• Accurate English & Arabic typewriting 

• Excellent command of English *(written/oral) 

• Minimum 3 years experience 

. Please contact 5730764 for interview J 


Leap year night at the Sheraton 


The Management of the Kuwait Sheraton Hotel extends an invita- 
tion to all those bom on February 28th for dinner at AI Ham bra 
Restaurant on the roof. AO birthday guests win be requested to 
present proof of their birthdate at the entrance to AI Hambra to avail 
of this special celebration. Surprises await (he lucky ones! . 
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By Fathima Ahmed 

IN an episode of a teteserial 
called Mnnontnjan, a spoof on 
filmmaking in Bombay, two 
producers call a meeting of the 
producers guild to settle a dis- 
pute about the similari lies in the 
story they are filming. While 
discussing the story, the 
producers — all 20 — discover 
similarities not only in the dis- 
puted theme but also in the 
films that they are producing. 
The producers are up in arms. 
Then, magestically the guild 
chairman walks in and declares: 
“Don't worry. The people out 
there (pointing significantly at 
the camera and towards us) are 
gullible idiots. They won't see 
the similarities. They'll judge a 
film on the basis of who's acting 
in it,” for example, an Amilabh 
Bachchan slarrer will still draw 
crowds. 

Put Amitabh Bachchan. — 
the actor — in the most banal 
situation and he comes out 
lops, even as the puffing and 
panting Shahenshah. That, per- 
haps, is the secret of Amitabh's 
success. Despite his political 
fiasco, the actor resiliently 
bounced back as Shahenshah. a 
role that is a cross between 
Superman and Robinhood. 
The legend of the superstar has 
survived. 

Will the movie? 

Shahenshah is a stale joke 
told once to often, and 
repeatedly by Tinnu Anand. 
Afler the publicity blitz — and 
anti-Shahenshah slogans — 
one expected more originality 
from director Anand, who in a 
recent interview with a film 
magazine vaguely admitted 
that the movie was inspired by 
Meet John Doe. 

Hedid not mention that Sha- 
henshah is a pot paurra of four 
successful films — Kalia, 
Sholay, Deewar and Audita 
Kanoon. To be fair to Tinnu 
Anand, or whoever wrote the 
story (it has been credited to 
Jaya Bachchan). only the best 
parts have been lifted from 
those dibits and neatly- pack- 
aged iq ihc guise of -Shahen- 
shah. .* ■ ■ ! • ■. * 

- Who is Shahenshah? “I am 
Shahenshah." he hisses, foll- 
owed by a long, meaningful 
sigh. It seems the messiah ofthe 


poor is perpetually out of 
breath. Not surprisingly: - 
Stronger than the Superman 
(though he does not confess to 
having super-natural powers) 
he annihilates dozens of foul- 
looking (perhaps, foul-smell- 
ing too ■ - Shahenshah wears a 
disgusted scowl) men with one 
powerful blow. The viilians, we 
are told, become milkmen after 
Shahenshah visits them. He 
appears by night and disap- 
pears in the daylight hours. 

His job during the day is a 
different story. Vijay is a slimy 
police officer who accepts 
“sweets" (bribes) for the family 
from offenders and turns a 
blind eyeas they mess a round in ' 
the neighbourhood. 

One gambler walks in and 
says: “I believe in sharing; in 
return I want you to ignore my 
business.” 

With betel leaf juice dripping . 
down his chin. Vijay replies: “1 
have shuL my eyes and ears. I 
don't see anything. I don't hear 
anything.” 

Vijay 's character — timid, 
shy and gutless — is based on 
Kafia’s, before his transforma- 
tion to godfather. Vijay, by day 
runs from thugs, by night the 
Shahenshah is on the prowl to 
blow up a storm. 

The most bizarre climate 
sequence is the court scene in- 
the film. In An dha Kanoon, 
Amitabh enters the court room 
and murders the man for whose 
death he had been jailed. In 
Shahenshah. Vijay's killer- 
looks make no amends for the 
disastrous, dramatic and 
bizarre entry of JuKe (A run a 
Irani), the key witness in the 
case against AJ (Amrish Puri), 
who is the mastermind behind 
the charade. Shahenshah 's 
method of meting out justice is 
as extreme as Vijay's bravery in 
safeguarding Julie. 

Ifthe film has been drawing 
crowds in India, it could be 
because ofthe need fora Super- 
man-tike character — to clean 
up the mess - nepotism, 
corruption, political decay, 

- smuggling and other such vioes • 
rampant m society. And : that , 
have been ’portrayed from the i 
umpteenth time m the film. 

Watching Shahenshah, the 
movie, is like looking for gems 
and finding dead wood beneath 





Amftatrfi Bachchan 

the debris. Watching AmiLabh 
the supers tar as Shahenshah is a 
delightful experience because 
even as he hufTs and puffs he 
weaves his magic spell. He 
looks shipshape, inspite of dark 
circles around his eyes cleverly 
hidden by make-up, and in 
form, prowling or fooling 
around with delectable Meen- 
akshi Seshadhiri. who plays 
Shalu. a petty thief. In an 
Amitabh Bachchan film, 
everyone else seems insig- 
nificant. Not, though. Meenak- 
shi. , As .. Shalu. she exudes 
, .pomph, jand charrp as shfo rijgfi 
off the rich in a series-o£cpmic 
capers, matching Amitabh’s 
talent with her own uninhibited 
style. 

Nan Hire's Naqll Chehra is 
merciless, yet stylish, in its 
attempt to peel the hypocritic 
masks to show the ugly face of 
reality. 

Superficiality has been 
exposed through the characters 
portrayed in the film. 

One by one, lhemasks fall off 



Aruna Irani 

and the true face of the people 
emerges. The socialite who feels 
superior falls with a thud when 
the lax man puts her husband in 
jail for hoarding money. 

Another myth explodes 
when a young, lovelorn man 
finds out he has been taken on a 
ride by a wealthy girl, who 


Meenakshi Seshadhiri 


1 WHAT’S ON 

P' S ' ' 

theatre 

n AC I 

A ACT presents “An Evening 
of Absurdity” from March 7 to 
10 at g pm at the Mousetrap 
Theatre, New English School 
.} featuring two absurdly comic 
one-act plays. The Bald Sorano 
1 by Eugene Ionesco and The 
. w America Dream by Edward 
jjjj Albee. A special discount will 
be given for all opening-night 
tickets. For reservations ring 
5639204:5620332; 5725071. 


Tinnu Anand (right) with Amitabh and Meenakshi during the making of Shahenshah. 


* Kuwait Utile Theatre 

KLT will perform the Vicar 
■ of Wakefield, an amusing talc 
by Oliver Goldsmith, in March. 
Gala evening on March 14 at 
7.30 pm. Repeat performances 
on March 1 5. 16 and_ 1 7 at X. 1 5 

? m. For reservations ring 
983724. 


Kuwait Players 

“Antidote." a fast moving 
revue of comedy sketches and 
songs will be presen led by 
Kuwait Players from May 9. 
Auditions will be held at Mes- 
silah Beach Hotel on Feb 28 
and March 1. 7.30 to 9.30 pm. 
For any q ueries contact Paul 
Tel: 5611546. 

SOCIAL 

Swedish Ladies 
Get-together 

The next coffee afternoon 
will be held on March 1, Tues- 
day. from 4 pm at the residence 
of Mrs Briit-Marie Bonnan. 

Ladies Tea Party 

The International Ladies 
Tea Party will hold a fancy 
dress competition at their ncxl 
meeting on March 2 at the 
Kuwait Pla/u Hotel. A karate 
expert will demonstrate self- 
defence techniques. For par- 
ticipating contact 5317390; 
53X6297. 


General Meeting 

ACT will hold their Annual 
General Meeting on Monday 
(Feb 29), 7.30 pm, at 
Mousetrap Theatre, NES. 
Sneak preview of current 
production “An Evening of 
Absurdity." Newcomers and 
everybody interested in ACT 
encouraged to attend AGM. 
For details phone 5620332; 
5725071. 

Kuwait Welsh Society 

Annual Si David’s Day din- 
ner at Mcssilah Beach Hotel on 
Tuesday, March 1. Singer 
Doreen Lewis will provide 
entertainment. For tickets and 
further details phone 4874548; 
391 0875; 39 1 2384, 

Mina Bazaar 

A Mina Bazaar will be held 
on March 4 at 9 am at the F.P! 
ground, Sulaibikhat, to murk 
the Independence Day of Ban- 
gladesh. A cricket match- bet- 
ween Bangladesh Reds and 
Bangladesh Greens will also be 
held. All arc welcome. 


Danlella 

Daniella, a Danish group, 
invites all Danes to a coffee 
morning in Kuwait Towers 
from 9.30 am on March 6. For 
details contact - Marianne 
3948953 or Ingelise — 3903464. 

Kuwait Irish Society 

St Patrick’s pay celebration 
on March 1 7 at the Holiday Inn 
Hotel. If interested contact 
5621 701/5622701, Sam to 2 pm 
or 5624175 after 2 pm. 

Flightriders -f . 

If your child is BA fTighlrider 
member and ha£ not received 
invitation to FHghlrider Party 
on March 3 contact 241 3868 or 
2425496. 

Photography Contest 
Kapilku. has extended the 
deadline for the Photography 
Contest All entries must be 
submilied on or before March- 
3L Entrants must stale the 
Kapilku ID number on all 
entries. The entries will be jud- 
ged on April 7. Winning entries 


will be displayed at an exhibi- 
tion hall (venue will be announ- 
ced later). For further details 
contact 4877793. 

Ghazal Singers 
Well-known Indian ghazal 
singers Jagjil and Chilra Singh 
will give a concert on March 4, 
Friday, at the Kuwait Hilton. 
Tickets on sale at the hotel. 

SPORTS 

Ladies Sports Club 

Application forms are 
available from the Ras AI Ardh 
Sea Club for the proposed 
Ladies Sports club. The club is 
open from 9 am to 12 noon and 
5 to 7 pm. Tel: 5740670, 

Raft Race 

Raft Race 1988 entry forms 
and rules arc now available 
from i he Messilah Beach Hotel. 
First t. 'plain's meeting u( 
MBH. Al Foz Suite, on March 
1. 6.30 pm. For further details 
contact the hold. cxl. 712/751/ 
705. 


KTV1 


2.15 Holy Quran 

2.30 World News via 
Satellite 

3.30 lbtal Al Ma'Laeb: 
cartoons serial 

4.40 News Summary 

4.20 Ghadab Al Sahru: 
part 2 of Arabic 
serial. starring 
Abdul Rahman Al 
Rish. Sahar Rami. 
Talhath Hamdi. 

5.10 Mama Anisa and 
Children 

6.00 Cultural Film 

6.45 News Summary 

6.50 Weekend repeat 

7.15 Our children and 
their future: ep. 3. 
local porgramme 
focusses on the role 
of children in Arab 
and Gulf countries. 
Tonight's guest. Dr 
Juliana Abu Al Nasr 
of Beirut University, 
will discuss literature 
for Arab children. 

8.15 Good Evening and 
Local News 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.50 Suraq AJ Simi: daily 
A rabic serial, featur- 
ing Sana Jamil. 
Hamdi Ghaith. 
Anwar Ismael. Mimi 
Jamal. 

10.50 Daeral Al Ahdalh: 
“Circle of Events." 
Tonight's episode 



Richard Kiley plays Gardner in the mini-series, A Year In the 
Life, at 10.30 pm on KTV2. 


examines the services 
provided by Kuwait 
Television. Guests 
are Salem Al Fuliad 
and Majecd Bagh- 
dadi. Presented 'by 
Kamel SuEaiman 
Abdul Jalil. 

11.45 News Summary 

11.50 World News via 
Satellite 

12.30 Holy Quran ; Close- 
down 

KTV2 I 


6.00 Holy Quran 
6.10 Yogis Treasure 
Hunt: cartoons 


marries him to avoid shame. 
The rich and wealthy are cer- 
tainly a shallow lot in Naqli 
Chehra. 

What shines in Nari Hire's 
film are the undercurrents that 
are prevalent around us, the 
false promises that are made 
and broken arbitrarily, the 
untruths that are passed off as 
realities, and an honest expose 
of emptiness cleverly hidden by 
hollow individuals. 

The film stars Supriya 
Pathak, who plays a very con- 
vincing egocentric daughter of 
.a wealthy . businessman. 

S a is a good actress; and 
es fire into the role as she 
interprets the character of Bub- 
bles Chatwal. a girl who gets 
everything she wants at the 
expense of destroying everyone 
around her. Naqli Chehra 
offers a far better theme than 
many recent Hindi film 
releases. 

The above films are by courtesy 
of A than Video, Main St, Far- 
wania. Tel: 4712900. 




Mimi Jamal and Hamdi Ghaith in tonight’s Arabic serial 
Suraq Al Simt at 9 JO pm on KTV1 . 


RADIO PROGRAMMES 


English 



MORNING 
OK.OII Opening 

08.02 Songs and Music 

08.05 Science Journal 
08.20 Songs and Music 

08.30 News 

08.40 Songs and Music 
OK 45 Daily Pi ogramme 

09.00 Songs a od Music 

09.15 Writers and Their Works 

09.30 Radio Magazine Supplement 

10.00 OurPressToday 

10.05 Songs and Musk 

10.30 Songsand Musk 

11.00 Closedown 

12.30 News on the KM Service 
EVENING 

21.00 Opening 

21.02 Bus and Biles 

21.30 News 

21.45 PoiniofView 
21.55 Songsand Musk 

22.00 Fans about Zionism 

22.15 Magazine Special 

22.45 Daily Programme 

23.00 Pell McU 

24.00 Closedown 

BBC World 
Services 


0000 World News 
09 News about Britain 
15 Radio Newsreel 
30 Religious Service 
0100 News Summary followed by 
lsi The Wound Dresser, 8 ut 
Sri Lankan Phone-In; from 
J 5ib Feaiun/Drama 
45 First Recordings of British 
Symphonies (ex 22nd and 
29th Virtuoso) 


0200 World News 
09 Commentary 
15 Peebles' Cho ice 
30 Science in Action 
0300 WoridNews 
09 News about Britain 
IS Good Books 
30 Anything Goes 
•4QQ Ncvrsdesk 

30 Augustus Carp Esq By Him- 
self (ex 1st and 8th Five 
William Stories) 

45 Reflections 
50 Waveguide 
0500 World News 
09 Twenty-Four Hours: News 
Summary 

30 Nature Notebook 
45 Recording ofthe Week 
0600 Ncwsdesfc 

30 Australia 200 years on (ex 
15th Chemistry of Sex 
Appeal; 22nd You're Never 
Alone; 29th On the Border) 
0700 World News 
09 Twenty-Four Hours: News 
Summary 

30 1st Not in Our Stars; 8th 
Faustus. Desi re and the Devil; 
I5ih The Insurance Game: 
22nd Mind and Music; 29th 
Airporu — The Dangerous 
Side of Flying. 

0800 WoridNews 
09 Reflections 

15 August Carp Esq By Himself 
(ex 1st Five Williams Stories 
and 8th Sri Innknn Phone-In) 
30 Anything Goes (exBth) 

0900 World News 
W British Press Review 
. 15 Good Books 
30 Financial News followed by 
Sports Roundup 
45 Peebles' Choice 
1000 News Summary followed by 
Australia 200 Y ears on (cx 
15lh Chemistry of Sex 
Appeal; 22nd 1 You’re Never 
Alone; 29th On the Border) 


6.30 The Animal Express 

7.00 Roving Report: 
weekly roundup of 
world’ news, presen- 
ted by KTV. 

7.30 Don't Wait Up: a 
comedy of manners 
about a British 
family who can't 
seem to get anything 
right. In tonight's 
episode, the son tries 
to take his mother to 
the airport ... 

8.00 News in English 

8.40 The Law and Harry 

MacGraw: “The 
Fallen Arrow.*' 
Harry goes against 
all odds to clear a 
bookie of murder. 

9.30 Horizon: BBC 

documentary. 

10.30 Mini-Series: “A Year 
in the Life". The life, 
love and f url uncs of a 
middle-class Ameri- 
can family are 
revealed in this mini- 
series. starring 
Richard Kiley. Eva 
Marie Saint. Wendy 
Philips. Morgan 
Stevens and David 
Oliver. 

1 1.30 News Summary /Ma- 

, gazine D'Actualite/ 

Closedown 

Please note that prog- 
rammes and timings are 
I (able to change without 
notice. 


36 The Vintage Chart Show 
1100 WoridNews 
09 News about Britain 
15 Health Matters 
30 Album Time 
1200 Ratio Newsreel 
15 Just A Minute 
45 Sports Roundup 
1300 WoridNews 
09 Twenty-Four Hours; News 
Summary 
30 Anything Goes 
1400 Oatiook, opening with 5-Min- 
ute News 

45 I've Been Together Now Tor 
70 Years (ex 29th Cannery 
Row) 

1500 Radio Newsreel 

15 A Jolly Good Show 
1606 WoridNews 
09 Commentary 
IS Omnibus 
45 The Worid Today 

ALL TIMES GMT 


PM Services 


08.00- 08 J0 Easy Listening 

08.30- 08.40 News 

08.40- 10.00 Easy Listening 

10.00- 13.00 Songsand Musk 

13.00- 13.30 Easy Listening 

13.30- 13.40 News 

13.40- 14.00 Easy Listening 

14.00- 16.00 Classical Musk 
16 00-17.00 Easy Listening 

17.00- 18.00 Latin American 

18.00- 19.00 Pops 

19.00- 20.00 Hdtcr Skelter 

20.00- 21 JO Pops 
2 1 JO-21.45 News 
21.45-22.00 Pops 

22.00- 23.00 Jazz 

21.00- 24.0- i Easy Listening 

24 .00- 02001 nslrumenlal Listening 


uL 


IZTT-i 


Kuwait 

Al Ahmiah Pharmacy 
Jandol Bldg.' Fahad Ai 
Salem St. 

I bn Rushd Pharmacy 
Kuwait Souk Bldg... Souk 
Duaij 

Hawulli and Nogra 
AI Zenu Pharmacy 
Ibn K hold non Si. 

Salmiya and Rumaithiya 
Al Qoriuba Pharmacy 
Salem Al Mubarak St.’ 

Fahaheel and Ahmadi 

Al Sadaf Pharmacy ■ 

Makkah St.. Fhee’l 

Farwaniya 
Taawun Pharmacy 
Block 3. Jara Commercial 
Centre. Main St. 

Jahra 

Al Khalid Pharmacy 
Opp. Cooperative Society 




CINEMA TODAY 


a 


Al Andalus 
The Living Daylights 
Starring: Timothy Dalton 
.Al Salmi ya 
Legal Eagle 

Starring: Robert Redford 

Al Hamra 

Al NimrWalUnsa (Arabic) 
Starring: Adel Imam. Athar 
Al Hakim 
Drive-In 

Al Mal'oub (Arabic) 
Starring: Mahmoud 

Yaseen. tmaan. 

Al Firdous 

Nuyu Zamana (Hindi) 
Starring: Dharmendra. 
Hema Mulini 


Shahenshah (Hindi) 
Starring: Amitabh Bach- 
chan. Meenakshi Seshadhiri 
Al Fahaheel 

fdanazhiyrl K a loch a 

(Malayalam) 

Al Jahra 

Labyrinth 

Granada 

Country 

Sulaibikhat 

Tarzun: New York Adven- 
ture 

AiJIeeb 
Julie (Hindi) 

Ahmadi Drive-In 
Wanda Nevada 





FRjr 

Zufar 

Asr 

Maghreb 
Is ha 


4.55 am 
12.00 
3.19 pm 
5.48 
7.04 


REQUIRED URGENTLY 


Well-established catering company is looking 
for: 

KOREAN COOK 

Or COOK with knowledge of Korean cooking: 
Transferable visa essential 

Contact: 3926847 between 8am-1pnt r 3929514 

lN ± 2 ^. / 
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Thought for today 


LEAP year is when February has a day that’s even 
rarer than a day In June — Anonymous. 


Bush ahead for 
Super Tuesday 


Palestinians in Israeli occupied areas are now organised 

Uprising turning into war of attrition 


By Michael Posner 

WASHINGTON. (Reuter): 
With key primary elections just 
10 days away. Vice-President 
George Bush appears well ahead 
in the Republican presidential 
race while no clear-cut winner 
has emerged among the 
Democrats. 

Public opinion surveys show 
Bush leading Senate Republican 
leader Robert Dole, whose cam- 
paign looked troubted after he 
shook up his slafT this week by- 
firing two top advisers. 

Although polls pul the vice 
president ahead in the southern 
stales that dominate the March 8 
voting, former television evan- 
gelist Pal Robertson could upset 
predictions if he can once again 
muster his “invisible army” of 
Christian evangelicals. 

Robertson supporters, many 
of them new to politics, have not 
shown up in earlier opinion polls. 
But they turned out in large num- 
bers in Iowa. Minnesota, and 
South Dakota where Robertson 
beat Bush for the runner-up spot 
behind Dole. 

March 8. which has become 
known as "Super Tuesday," is 
the biggest one-day contest for 
the four Republicans and six 
Democrats still fighting for their 
party nominations. 

Delegate 

It requires 1 . 1 39 delegate votes 
to win the Republican nomina- 
tion to run in the Nov 8. election 
to succeed President Reagan, 
who is ineligible fora third term. 

Republicans will hold their 
convention in New Orleans on 
Aug 15-18. 

Democrats meet in Atlanta on 
July 18-21, and it will lake 2.082 
voles to gain the party nomina- 
tion. 

Republicans in 17 slates will 
elect "03 of their 2.277 national 
delegates on Stipfcr T tlb$dayand 
Democrats in 'IZvFsiiiies '(will 
choose 1,307 of their 4,162 
delegates. 

A dozen of both parties' con- 
lestsand most of the delegates a re 
in the south. 

A Republican primary in 
South Carolina on March 5 may. 
provide clues about Bush's stren- 
gth. If he wins South Carolina, he 
could gain momentum against 
Dole and seriously hurl Robert- 
son's chances to do well else- 
where in his native south. ^ 

“You give me a win here on 
March 5 and I guarantee you i'll 
give you a big win on March 8“. 
Bush boasted at a campaign 


appearance (n South Carolina. 

The Bush-Robenson battle 
has grown increasingly he»‘**d 
with the former preacher lashing 
outat the vice president's stafFfor 
“sleazy” campaign tactics. 

Bush has taken Robertson to 
task for controversial remarks 
including claims that his Chris- 
tian broadcast network once 
knew the location of American 
hostages in Lebanon and that the 
Soviet Union has placed nuclear 
missiles in Cuba. 

New York congressman Jack 
Kemp, a fading Republican con- 
tender. has accused Robertson of 
“off the wall" statements. 

But Dole has avoided any criti- 
cism of Robertson, whom he is 
counting on to damage Bush in 
the south. 

Preceding South Carolina are 
relatively minor contests in 
Maine on Sunday and in Ver- 
mont on Tuesday. 

Bush is widely expected to win 
presidential caucuses in Maine, 
where he owns a summer home, 
and also capture Vermont. 

On the Democratic side, Mas- 
sachusetts governor Michael 
Dukakis is expected to win both 
the Maine and Vermont events in 
his native New England. 

Leading 

Some polls show Dukakis 
leading in the south, as well as the 
nation, since his New Hampshire 
primary election victory on Feb 
10 . 

But analysts say the margins 
are loo close to declare the 
urbane northerner a dear leader 
over black d vil rights leader Jesse 
Jackson. Missouri Congressman 
Richard Gephardt, and Tennes- 
see Senator Albert Gore -- who 
skipped earlier northern contests 
to concentrate on a "southern 
strategy.” 

Dukakis amd Gephardt have* 
split the four Democratic stale" 


By Louis Toscano 

NABLLS. Israeli-occupied 
West Bunk. |UP1): Southpaws 
were in great demand on Sneikh 
Mussalem Street the other day. 

An Israeli Army patrol was on 
the far side of a gate arching over 

narrow passageway, and only 
left-handers in the mob of Pales- 
tinian protesters milling in the 
street could reach the soldiers 
with a rock. 

Jamal, a 24-year-old protest 
leader, surveyed* Lhe young boys 
standing around him in a cold 
drizzle and asked for left-han- 
ders. Three youths eagerly 
pushed to the from, raced up the 
street and began flinging stones 
and small chunks of concrete at 
the troops. 

The assault collapsed a few 
minutes later, but Jamal was still 
ecstatic about the performance. 

"Before, right-handers would 
have thrown rocks and they 
never would have reached their 
targets," he said, smiling 
broadly. "But now it is better. 
Now we are organised." 

The bloody uprising in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip that 
erupted in spontaneous fury 
three months ago is slowly evolv- 

ing into a well-orchestrated, tigh- 


tly controlled war of attrition 
against the 20-year Israeli 
occupation of the territories. 

Guided by the four main fac- 
tions of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and a group of 
PLO- Islamic fundamentalists, as 
many as 3,000 young men ahd 
boys are directing the street riots 
and commercial strikes that are 
the backbone of the “intifadah”. 
Arabic for uprising. 

Confront 

“What we confront is a wide- 
spread violent uprising led by a 
nucleus of activists that enjoys 
the support and cooperation of 
the masses," acknowledged Maj 
Gen Ehud Barak, deputy Chief 
of Staff or the Israeli Defence 
Forces. 

“I can't slate for sure that if all 
the leaders were arrested, no one 
else would take their place,” he 
said. “It is not going to end 
tomorrow morning or next 
week.” 

Interviews with military 
officials. Palestinian activists 
and residents of the West Bank 
and Gaza showed the leadership, 
acting together as the “unified 
national command of the upris- 
ing." is coordinating efforts by 
business and trade organisa- 
tions. women's groups and even 


the local boy scouts in the light 
against Israel. 

The heart of the uprising, 
however, remains in the streets, 
where Palestinian protesters 
have honed and refined the rag- 
tag bands that sparked the riot- 
ing into something resemblingan 
irregular Army. 

Forhours every day, and often 
for days each week, it is the prote- 
sters who rule the towns and UN 
refugee camps in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

“The Army cannot be every- 
where at the same time," wrote 
Ze'ev Schiff, military affairs 
correspondent for the respected 
Israeli daily newspaper Ha'aretz. 
"And the moment that the forces 
leave, control over the residents 
reverts back to the oLher side." 

Tactics 

Some Israeli soldiers contend 
the youths they encounter these 
days have grasped, however 
unwittingly, basic field tactics 
such as flanking and ambush, 
diversion and tactical retreat. 

“You people (reporters) por- 
tray this as the big. bad Army 
against a bunch of little boys," 
complained Capt Yossi — 
military regulations prohibit the 
use of his last name. “Well, 


maybe at the start. But look now. 
The kids are learning very 
quickly." 

The shebab. as the young 
Palestinian are known in Arabic, 
have perfected the use of sling- 
shots and bolas to hurl marbles 
and rocks at soldiers and have 
moved on to potatoes with spikes 
embedded in them. They have 
begun stringing wires between 
buildings and smearing oil on 
streets to trip up approaching 
troops. 

Barricade 

More ominously, even young 
children are being drilled in the 
practical aspects of revolt. 
Occupied Jerusalem police 
recently caughL a 7-year-old bey 
in the Shuafat refugee camp 
making a Molotov cocktail, 
using a widely distributed “how 
to" poster. 

The new organisation and the 
increasingly sophisticated tactics 
were clearly evident one recent 
rainy afternoon in Nablus, the 
largest city in the West Bank. 

The day before, soldiers had 
shot and killed three Palestinians 
after Muslim prayers at the main 
mosque in the old city. The 
shebab were thirsting for a 
rematch. 


Directed by Jamal, who asked 
that his last name not be used, 
several dozen youths built a 

barricade in the middle of Sheikh 
Mussalem. using debris thrown 
down to them from nearby rod- 
tops. Others broke up boulder* 
into hand-sized pieces of rock 
and stockpiled them in door- 
ways. Lookouts posted on 
several roof kept watch for the 
Army. , . 

“It's true that in the beginning 
the uprising started in a spontan- 
eous way." Jamal explained, 
pulling a pack of Palestinian 
cigarettes from the pocket or his 
blue denim jacket. "But after u 
few weeks, the supporters of the 
PLO started to work.” 

Demonstrations and clashes 
with security forces, which have 
claimed more than 60 Palestinian 
lives since Dec 9. are organised 
by core groups ofbetween 20 and 
100 youths in most neighbour- 
hoods of Nablus and other towns 
and refugee camps, he said. 

Protest leaders receive instruc- 
tions from national organisers 
using word of mouth, leaflets and 
a clandestine Syrian-based pirate 
radio station. 

“Everyone has a job and 
everyone does it." Jamal said. 

"The women form a first-aid 


unit in case anything happens to 
one of our fighters. We have an 
offence and we have a defence. 
The offence charge* the soldier, 
and the defence -lays hawk. 
When the Army charges, the 
offence retreats, hut the defence 
covers for them. They throw 
stones as the Arms moves For- 
ward. 

Offence 

■The people who play offence 
are the fastest and the ones who 
have the most courage." Jamal 
said. "On the defence, you have 
to be able to use the slingshot 
because it has a longer range." 

Sounding like a general at a 
battlefront briefing, Jamal used 
the previous day's confrontation 
to show how the lactic* worked. 

"As the crowd left the mosque, 
the Army backed away." he 
explained. “So the shebab 
advanced on the ground and 
over rooftops toward the Army, 
throwing stones at the soldiers. 

"The stone-throwing was very 
accurate," he added proudly. 
“We had some direct hit*." 

Several hours earlier, an Army 
spokesman defended the use of 
live ammunition, saying soldiers 
faced '‘life-threatening" pres- 


Washington hopes to weaken military control of Panamanian government 

US not-so-silent partner in move to depose Noriega 


By Carol Giacomo 

WASHINGTON, (Reuter): The 
United States is the not-so-silent 
partner in a growing campaign to 
depose military strongman Gen- 
eral Manuel Antonio Noriega in 
Panama. 

Washington hopes public 
criticism, a suspension of US aid, 
federal indictments and now 
backing for action against 
Noriega by civilian President 
Eric Arturo Delvalle will com- 
bine to weaken military control 
of the Panamanian government- 
and establish true democracy. 

• The latest crisis in Panama — 
strategically important as the 
location of the Panama Canal 
and home base for 10.000 
American troops began on 
Thursday when Delvalle dismis- 
sed Noriega as head of the Pan- 
XmaDefenceForees: ‘ — 

• . ■ • . Embargo 


contests io far jbictfcfcr- '.Jf JU: WtSA*lWi£f. 

.iV-AT.!! constitutionally-elected preside- 


increasing ability to win while 
votes in the early tests, should 
pick up a big bloc ofconvenlion 
delegates in the south where 
blacks will account for 20 per 
cent or more of the Democratic 
vote. 

Illinois Democratic Senator 
Paul Simon, who has done 
poorly in northern races, drop- 
ped out of Super T uesda y battles 
this week to concentrate on his 
own state, and Senator Gary 
Hart, who never recovered 
politically from last May’s sex 
scandal, has sharply curtailed 
campaigning. 


Anglo-Irish relations 
plunge to lowest point 


nl, Noriega is the de facto ruler. 

Noriega, who has demon- 
strated repeatedly over the past 
eight months that he is not about 
to surrender without a fight, 
refused to step down and won 
backing from the country’s 
military and legislature for a 
move to fire Delvalle. 

US officials and lawmakers 
backed Delvalle and some Sen- 
ators called for a trade embargo 
to punish Panama if Noriega 
clung to power. 

A Stale Department official, 
while not formally backing an 
embargo, told Reuters that "No 
one in this building would testify 


against an embargo" if sum- 
moned to Capitol Hill. 

Panama, already suffering 
from a halt to US aid. is heavily \ 

indebted, dependent on exports 

and even uses the US dollar as ’ r , 

currency — all factors that could 
make a trade embargo par- 
ticularly painful. 

“We think the step by Delvalle <- 

was a necessary step." said the 
official, who asked not to be "^**4 

identified. ^ 

"He’s got a country and a 
government with a perfectly 2 

horrible reputation. The | 

president has a responsibility to s j 

do what he can to maintain the I 9 

credibility and legitimacy of his l 1 

government, ft took no small § m 

amount of courage to do it." i " 

Pressure against Noriega had 1 f 

been building since last June ? \ 

when his former second-in-com- 
mand' Broke ranks anti' accused' . .. 

•Noriega of corruption and 
m political murder. 

Political opponents staged 

massive protests. The United * 

Slates undertook a sustained ^ ~ N Z -L. t 
campaign of urging Noriega and . \ 

the military to step back from / 

politics. Aid was suspended. j j ^ 

The pressure was stepped up 
when Noriega was indicted 
earlier this month by two Florida J 

juries on charges of drug traffick- I 

ing and racketeering. Congress I j 

heard testimony that he had tur- | J 

ned Panama into a drug haven ~ l _J4=_a -=— j 

and pocketed millions of dollars. = 

At a news conference on Wed- 

nesday, Reagan was unusually PANAMANIAN ST 
bluntin urging Noriega's ouster. civilian govemmt 

“What we would like to see is a and not this di 

return to democracy and a literally a militar 


f8t 


rope that involved supporting 
Panama, democracy and the 
political opposition, while trying 
not to fan Noriega's charges of 
Yankee intervention in a region 
which often accuses Washington 
of domineering behaviour. 

Assistant Secretary of State 
Elliott Abrams met recently with 
Delvalle to discuss the situation 
in Panama. 

"His message to Delvalle was 
obviously that Noriega had to 
go." one US official told 
Reuters. 

Alerted 

The official insisted that while 
the United States was alerted in 
advance that Delvalle, who spent 
several hours at the US consulate 
in Panama City on Thursday, 
would act against Noriega, 
dentils were not worked out with 
Washington. 

“Del calleaiKth&peoptecajtre' 




PANAMANIAN STRONGMAN MANUEL NORIEGA 


civilian government in Panama, 
and not this domination by 
literally a military dictator." he 


declared. 

Throughout, the United 
Slates has tried to walk a tight- 


ening Panamanians opposing 

d the Noriega. 

Lrying Nicaragua's leftist President, 
zes of Daniel Ortega, quickly pledged 
’egion support to Noriega a gesture 
ngion that appealed to US officials who 

label Onega, fighting the L'S- 
Siate backed Contra rebels, as an 
y with enemy of democracy, 
ration Intervention 

Some US lawmakers said 
le was American military intervention 
lad to might be necessary but Delvalle 
told rejected that idea and Reagan 
also ruled it out. 

But one US official said 
while privately it was an option to 

ted in protect more than 29,000 

spent Americans living in Panama if 
sulate they were deemed m danger, 

rsday, Defence Secretary Frank 

iega, Carlucci said he felt there was no 

l with such threat and that US forces 
had not been put on a high state 
cajoe^rofatert.-rv 
*dopv - ~, "Look, with what we have.al 
•%;? ! S5flteinCwt^Ain«lML' ftfcSjis 
lgtorf no way short of a disaster that we 

;ouid are going to gel in any kind of 

shooting match with the Pan- 
egyis amanians", said one Defence 

is to Department official, who asked 

:t on not *.o be identified. 

For the moment, Washington 
?kes- was waiting and watching the 

when decidedly fluid situation, 

nade Despite the confusion in Pan- 

apor- ama — and the uncertainty 

Pan- about Delvalle's fate — the 

the United Stales seemed convinced 

grip- the president’s action would 

eight ultimately prove beneficial, 

icrat- “I don't think it complicates 

:k." the^ situation, I think it clarifies 

>ther it," one Slate Department 

ound official said. 


* med us of it Be said. V ; . stake in Central America, tnfcreis 
But he hinteknha rWashihgtSrf no way short of a disaster IhSf we 
had assured Delvalle he could are going to get in any kind of 
count on US protection. shooting match with the Pan- 

Officialssay tbeUSstraiegy is amanians", said one Defence 
10 encourage Panamanians to Department official, who asked 
have the confidence to act on not *.o be identified, 
their own. For the moment, Washington 

State Department spokes- was waiting and watching the 
woman Phyllis Oakley said when decidedly fluid situation. 

Delvalle’s action was made Despite the confusion in Pan- 
public: “We believe an oppor- ama — and the uncertainty 
tunity now exists for the Pan- about Delvalle's fate — the 

amanians to deal with the United Stales seemed convinced 

political impasse which has grip- the president's action would 
ped the country for the last eight ultimately prove beneficial, 
months and to put the democrat- “1 don't think it complicates 

isation process back on track.” the situation, I think it clarifies 
Washington hoped other it," one Slate Department 
democracies would rally around official said. 


By Ed Lion 

LONDON. (UPI): Relations 
between Britain and its one-time 
closest colony Ireland, touchy at 
the best of times, have plunged to 
their lowest point in years. The 
IRA emerges as the main ben- 
eficiary. 

“The present responses of the 
British government cannot be 
regarded as satisfactory." said 
Irish Prime Minister Charles 
Hauehey after meeting with his 
British counterpart. Margaret 
Thatcher, and after two incon- 
clusive meetings of Anglo-Irish 
ministers. 

He said the two nations con- 
flict on one matter was at a “total 
impasse" and broadly hinted the 
Irish police will no longer 
cooperate as fully as they had 
with authorities’ in Northern 
Ireland. 

Ireland already has hailed 
extradition proceedings for IRA 
suspects wanted in Britain 
because Britain refused to com- 
ply with new Irish requirements 
to outline the case against them 
beforehand. 

“The behaviour of (he British 
government showed no under- 
standing whatsoever for the sen- 
sitivities of Irish people," said 
moderate Northern Irish Cath- 
olic politician Seamus Mall on. 

Mallon. who sits in the British 
parliament, complained there 
had only been three convictions 
in the cases of security force kill- 
ings of 166 civilians with no 
pa ramililary connections in Nor- 
thern Ireland *incc 1969. 
Struggle 

The outlawed Irish 
Republican Army has been wag- 
ing a decades-long armed strug- 
gle against British rule in mostly 
Protestant Northern Ireland so it 
can be united with the Catholic 
Irish Republic. It wants a 
“socialist slate” set up in its 
place. 


The deterioration in Anglo- 
Irish relations began with a Jan- 
uary decision by the British 
attorney general not to prosecute 
any Northern Irish police 
officers in the 1982 shooting 
deaths of six unarmed Catholics, 
five of whom had lies to the I RA. 

Attorney-General Sir Patrick 
Mayhew conceded 1 1 officers 
had acted to “pervert the course 
of justice" by seeking to cover up 
the shootings. But he said their 
prosecution would not be in the 
“public interest" nor good for 
unspecified “national security" 
reasons. 

The Irish Republic which 
has also outlawed the IRA 
expressed its immediate "dismay 
and shock" at Mayhew ’s 
decision, indicating it was symp- 
tomatic of a lack of justice and 
discrimination against Northern 
Ireland's 6UU.0QU Roman Cath- 
olics. who are outnumbered by 
900.000 Protestants. 

Irish anger was quick ly exacer- 
bated by u British appeals court 
derision to reject claims by six 
Catholic Northern Irishmen drat 
they were wrongly convicted for 
pub bombings in the English city 
of Birmingham in 1974 which 
killed 21 people. The Irish gover- 
nment and more than 100 British 
members of parliament have 
expressed doubts about their 
guilt. 

In addition. Britain without 
consulting Ireland moved to 
permanently enshrine in its law 
an anti-terrorist measure allow- 
ing terror suspects to be held 
without charge for up to seven 
days. The law* has been in force 
for years, but until now had to he 
rc-draftcd in parliament every 
five yearn. 

Dublin finds making it per- 
manent objectionable because 
most of those held under the 
measure people living in 
Britain or Irish descent wind 
up never being charged. 


Roh won popular mandate 
by distancing from Chun 


Kenyans line up for 
new style elections 


SEOUL, t Reuter); Former Gen- 
eral Roh Tae-Woo. South 
Korea's new president, won a 
popular mandate by distancing 
himself from his friend and 
predecessor, the remote and 
autocratic Chun Doo Hwan. 

In 1979 Roh threw his troops 
behind the coup bid which 
propelled his fellow major-gen- 
eral to power. He subsequently 
served Chun in a series of key 
positions, becoming identified in 
the public mind as a man of the 
same lough mould as the 
president. 

Yet when public anger erupted 
in June 1987 at Chun's plan to 
have Roh rubber-stamped as his 
successor. Roh went on telev- 
ision to announce his personal 
commitment to democratisation 
and defused the crisis. 

After persuading Chun to 
allow a free, direct vole for 
president, Roh threw off his 
reserved manner and plunged 
into the campeign. He rebutted 
opposition charges that he wo uld 
continue strongman rule by 
claiming he was, in fact, the can- 
didate best placed to bring the 
country democracy. 

The electorate heard his mes- 
sage. His task eased by a split 
opposition. Roh won the Dec 16 
vote with almosl two million 
more votes than the Lwo main 
opposition candidates. 

But with only 37 percent oflhe 
vote. Roh had to work hard at 
establishing his legitimacy us 
president of all South Koreans. 

Parties 

He proclaimed an end to auth- 
oritarianism and the dawn of a 
“great era of ordinary people." 
He insisted that South Koreans 
should address him as “Mr 
President" instead of the 
traditional “excellency". He did 
away with expensive Western- 
style cocktail parlies in favour of 
folksy receptions at which he 



Roh Tae-Woo 

served humble Korean rice cakes 
and potato liquor. 

Roh encouraged his stall to 
attend meetings in shirt-sleeves, 
and ordered the presidential Blue 
House opened to the public. 
U nder Chun, few SouthKoreans 
had even glimpsed the heavily- 
guarded mansion. 

Chun’s seven-year rule was 
continually marred by opposi- 
tion charges that it was a military 
dictatorship, and Seoul was 
widely criticised for its human 
rights record. 

Rejected 

In his inaugural speech. Roh 
declared: “The day when 
freedoms and human rights 
could be slighted in the name of 
economic growth and national 
security has ended .... wc will 
have an era of mature democracy 
when human rights are inviola- 
ble and freedom with respon- 
sibility prevails.” 

Opposition leaders say they 
doubt the sincerity of Rob's new- 
found democratic principles. 
They rejected his offer of cabinet 
posts and snubbed invitations to 
the inauguration. 

Roh was born on Dec 4. 1932. 


the son of a poor farmer in TaJ- 
song county, near the south-east 
city of Taegu. He went to school 
in Taegu before entering the 
Korean Military Academy in 
Seoul in 1951. 

With Chun, he attended a psy- 
chological warfare course at Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, and 
commanded a much-feared 
South Korean combat unit dur- 
ing the Vietnam war. 

AfLer the 1979 coup and 
Chun’s 1981 election to the 
presidency by a restricted elec- 
toral college vote, Roh retired 
from the Army to hold a series of 
influential government posts. 

He served in turn as minister of 
state for political, national 
security and foreign affairs, as 
sports minister and as interior 
minister. As interior minister be 
directed the country’s 140,000 
police at a time when they were 
accused of torture and other 
human rights violations. 

In 1983 Chun made Roh 
president of the Seoul 1988 
Olympic games organising com- 
mittee, a post he held until 1986 
when he stepped down to con- 
centrate on his post as chief of the 
ruling party. 

Aides say he maintains good 
personal relations with Inter- 
national Olympic Committee 
President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. 

Roh is married and has a son 
and a daughter. He relaxes by 
playing golf and tennis. He 
speaks fluent Japanese but little 
English and is an avid reader, 
particularly enjoying Hermann 
Hesse and Japanese military his- 
tory. 

He occasionally composes 
music and lyrics and is not 
ashamed to gel sentimental in 
public. Aides said he shed tears 
when Chun chose him as his suc- 
cessor and wept again when he 
won the presidency. 


By Philip Williams 

NAIROBI. (UPI): Wooed with 
beer and slacks of cash, Kenya's 
voters have begun lining up 
behind their choices in 
parliamentary elections 
traditionally marked by kidnap- 
pings. intimidation, violence, 
poll rigging, lots of noise and 
tireless guile. 

Last week's “primary" elec- 
tions to select candidates left only 
one person dead. But halfadozen 
more were hospitalised with 
serious injuries — and officially, 
campaigning hasn't started yet. 

The election proper comes 
March 21 after a three-week cam- 
paign. The result is a guaranteed 
victory for the only legal political 
grouping, the Kenya African 
National Union of President 
Daniel ArapMoi. 

But that victory might be more 
hollow than Moi and Kanu 
officials hoped. Hard statistics 
are scarce, but turnout in the 
primaries probably averaged 
around only 25 per oeut of the 
registered vote. 

The election will not directly 
affect Moi’s standing, who will 
run. unopposed in his home con T 
stituency and — bamngan unlh- 
inkable sensation —.in the 
presidential eleclion which runs 
parallel with parliamentary vot- 
ing. 

Bui if turnout stays low, it will 
dent Kanu s claim to be the only 
effective vehicle for the aspira- 
tions of 20 million Kenyans since 
Moi made his country a single- 
parly state in 1982^ 

Theprelhniiiary elections were 
a Kanu-only event in which 
Kanu members the govern- 
ment says there are 4.3 million - 
selected candidates who will 
offer themselves to 5.5 million 
registered voters on March 2L 

The procedure was new. 
Voters lined up behind pictures 


of the candidates at polling sta- 
tions to be counted physically. 

It was the first time the lining 
up system was used since British 
ralonialists employed it for elect- 
ing local Kenyan chiefs and 
headmen. The government said it 
was devised tocutdown the num- 
ber of frivolous candidacies. 
Highly critical clerics and 
lawyers said it aimed to tighten 
Kanu’s grip on political life. 

From 188 seats, 60 candidates 
got more than the required 70 per 
cent of the vole to go through 
unopposed in the March 21 poll. 
No less than 29 of them were 
ministers or assistant ministers. 

Kenyan elections are rough 


and tumble, and the successful 
are often the rich. Buying votes 
with cash is illegal but widely 
practised, as acknowledged by 
the authorities who do try to 
stamp it out. 

So widespread is voter bribery 
that candidates who don't dish 
out money feel obliged to explain 
why. Agents for many candidates 
circulate in bars buying beer and 
favour as election day approa- 
ches. 

Violence is frequent. In a sin- 
gle-party system where all policy 
is set by the president, campaign- 
ing gels personal. Last week's 
balloting was generally orderly 
but nevertheless marred by 
several beatings and attacks. 

Despite harsh penalties, vole 
nggmg happens. At least six 
defeated candidates cried “fix" 
after the primaries. General elec- 
toral sloppiness muddies the pic- 
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Record prices for contemporary art 

India’s art ba 


is 


IT was ihe ultimate in art-coilec- 
tors' ego trip, India's hottest 
scramble for canvas. Last 
December, when Christie's auc- 
tioneer Tom Craig's silver- han- 
dled hammer came down al the 
ballroom ofTaj Mahal Hotel in 
Bombay at the last bid for M.F. 
Hussain's Mother Teresa — a 
mindblowing Rs 5 lakhs 
(approximately $50,000) — even 
the most cynical in the country's 
newly galvanised art bazaar had 
to admit that new frontiers were 
being set to prices of contem- 
porary painting. 

For 34 works by contem- 
porary painters, many of which 
were so small that you could pass 
them off as Christmas cards, Hd- 
page India, the charitable organ- 
isation on behalf of which the 
auction was organised, netted 
nearly Rs 20 lakhs (5200,000) an 
average yield of around Rs 
60,000 ($6000) per frame. Said 
Craig: “Even if you don’t read 
rupee for dollar, this is a most 
impressive auction by any stan- 
dard." 

High-voltage 

The 120-minute high-voltage 
auction, tinged heavily with 
glamour and showbiz, had a sur- 
prise every moment For New 
York-based painter S.H. Raza's 
Sourya, a non-figurative acrylic- 
onncan vas, frenetic bidding went 
on between the scions of two 
large industrial groups — Ashok 
BirLa and Harsh Goenka. At the 
fall of the hammer, the bid had 
gone up to a dizzy Rs 2 lakhs, 
nearly four times the price at 
which a Raza painting of the 
same size and importance is 
■available with the galleries. 
Min oo Mody of the Tata group, 
who bought the Husain painting 
on behalf of the Tata Iron and 


Christie’s of London recently held the first- 
ever auction of contemporary Indian art in 
Bombay and with the high prices paid for 
some paintings, even the most cynical in the 
country’s newly galvanised art bazaar had 
to admit that new frontiers were being set in 
the field of modern art. 


Steel Company (Tisco), also paid 
Rs 36,000 ($3,600) for a Ram 
Kumar landscape, an amount 
which exceeds the prevailing 
price of the Delhi-based abstrac- 
tionist by at least 50 per cent An 
exquisite study in blue ofa fisher- 
man by Bhupen Khakkar. the 
Baroda painter, fetched Rs 
1,20,000 ($12000) — the highesL 
price at which his paintings have 
sold in India so far. 

Only three months ago. Arun 
Sachdev of Bombay's Gallery 
Seven had sold painter Navjol's ■ 
work on canvas. Hope II, for a 
measly Rs 8,000 ($800). Now the 
same pain ti ng was offered for t he 
Christie's auction and fetched a 
whopping Rs 85,000 ($8500). 
Said Sachdev: “It added a zero in 
three months." Nasreen 
Mohanunedi’s ink -on-paper, 
barely one foot long, comman- 
ded a last bid.of Rs 9,500 ($950) 
when Craig put his hammer 
down. Shipping magnate Dilip 
De, husband of gossip writer 
Shobha De, bagged an abstract 
painting by Laxman Shreshtha, a 
study in contrast between warm 
red and cold steely blue for a 
pulse-quickening Rs 90,000. ($ 
9000). One of the most sig- 
nificant beneficiaries of theprice- 
game was the highly acclaimed 
but little sold Bengali painter. 


Jogen Chowdhury. Till recently, 
Chowdhury's watercolours and 
small-sized mixed media works 
were selling for Rs 4,000 (S 400) 
to Rs 5,000. ($ 500) But the Taj 
Hotel auction witnessed the price 
of an ink -and -pas tel work by him 
done on paper measuring just 40 
Laches in width, skyrocketing to 
Rs 20,000. ($2000). The sale of 
the painting, captioned Couple 
(I. and ~‘"»ct»'ed with supersen- 
sitive hatchings which are more 
eerie than pleasing, throws light 
on yet another hidden trend of 
the art market today's buyers are 
ready to accept n on-decorative 
art. 

Impressive 

Equally impressive were the 
bids for veteran Delhi painter 
Krishen Khanna's acryfioon- 
canvas, St Francis and the Wolf, 
and Calcutta painter Bikash 
Bhattacharjee’s small work in 
mixed media, Kerfo. Khanna 
had apt. a reserve price of Rs 
40,000 ($4000) for his work. A 
veteran of many auctions, he had 
predicted to this correspondent 
only a week ago: “My reserve is 
realistic. I know this painting will 
draw exactly Rs 40,000.” Well, 
be was wide off the mark by exac- 
tly 1 00 per cent, for his price went 
up to Rs 80,000 ($8,000). And 
Bhattacbarjee, who normally 


£30,000 stamp without a price 








THIS bumble 13p postage stamp (top) is expected to sell for £3d!,000, because th p price was left off 
when U was printed 12 years ago. It was one of the ‘Roses’ series aad deficts a sweet briar. 

The stampwfll be sold by tender oo March 10 by the Lon do n dea ler B. Alan Ltd. *1 would say it is the 
rarest stamp of this sort from die current Elizabethan reign, and it is in mint comfition’, Mr James 
Skinner of the firm said. He would not dbdose the identity of the vendor, but said it was aot-thepersoa 
who bought Ihe stamp over a Post Office coulter ia 1976. 

B. Alan is a specialist in misprinted stamps. Past examples include a 3p 1965 Post Office Tower 
stamp with the tower missing, mid a 1969 QE2 stamp with the Boer ap§®rieMly sinking due to die 
absence of Mack colouring. The market price of these, however, is a mere £1,000. 

The high vatae of the briar rose stamp is due to the error originating on the printing cylinder, rather 
thaa in the inking. When the Post Office discovered the daws it announced that the stamps and the 
cylinder had been destroyed. However, Mr Skinner said, in the Dover area a small hatch dipped the 
net. 


Social comment on canvas 


1ST?! 


NEW YORK: An exhibition of 
paintings by Pakistani artist 
Zafar Qurashi was held in a 
Manhattan gallery recently. , 

The artist, a former journal-* 
ist and children's cartoonist 
made a strong impact on critics 
with his bold impressionistic 
style and the political content 
of his paintings. 

Many of Zafar Qureishi's 
works vent his feeling at the 
prevailing social and political 
injustices in his own country 
which led turn to seek a new life 
in the USA. Indeed at first 


glance Qureishi paintings 
appear to be merely decorative 
until they are viewed in the con- 
text of their intriguing titles 
which give them a whole new 
meaning. 

A picture of two village 
beauties with water pitches on 
their heads is entitled “Acquir- 
ing Awacs". Zafer explains: 
“We don’t have drinking water 
in our villages and women have 
to walk miles to get a pitcher of 
water. Yet we are buying soph- 
isticated weapons and spy 
planes.” 


Another painting of a group 
of women is called “The For- 
gotten.” “This” says the artist 
“portrays the plight of an 
important segment in our 
society. In recent times women 
have been pushed back and 
more and more stringent 
segregation is taking place.” 

Zafer lamented that while 
there was tremendous scope for 
creating an awareness through 
art there was no market for 
such art in Pakistan. “Artists 
have to please the buyers so 
they create mere decorations” 
he said. 





Hussain’s Mother Teresa: highest price for any contemporary 
Indian painting. 

charges Rs 8,000 for work of a the tawdry. But still, the enigma 
similar size, realised Rs 16,000, persisted as to why were Lhe 
($1600) his painting having been assorted moneybags offering 
bought by K.P.V. Nair, a Cal- prices that were patently higher 
culta-based businessman. than market rates. When 'asked. 

There were a few disappoint- Modi shot back: “Why not? Isn't 

meats too. Jeram Patel’s acrylic- it a good cause?” Significantly, in 

on-canvas, Black Form One, a similar auction held recently in 
went back unsold as the final bid Delhi's Maurya Sheraton Hotel, 
of Rs 10,000 ($1000) fell short of bids were appallingly low — so 
his reserve price. AndGievePatel low that a Husain painting went 
could not sell his utterly gim- back unsold following a final 
micky lighted Platform, a nearly offer of only Rs 40.000, ($4000). 
seven feet long canvas which The Maurya auction too was for 

merely plays with perspective, a “good cause”, the Indian Prime 

because the offer of Rs 18,000 Minister's Relief Fund. 

($1800) was much less than the Art auction, like most auc- 
reserve price. Out of 37 works lions, is akin to blood sports in 

offered, only three went back, which heart beats rise with the 
Craig later explained that even in bids and man's possessive instin- 

the West, the sale to return ratio cts get the better of his jud- 
of contemporary art was hardly gement Perhaps it was the aura 
ever better than 60:40. oflheChristie'sthatsettheprice- 

Lines were, therefore, clearly barriers tumbling this time 
drawn between the serious and around, 
the showy, the committed and Courtesy: Sunday 


Sourya, an acrylic on canvas by artist Raza went for Rs 2 lakhs ($20,000). 






OO-oo-canvas landscape by Ram Kumar. 


I A^asetf-taught painter. And 
what a bliss that I am so. At 1 5, - 
when I could convince my 
father that Pd bean artist, 1 did 
not go to any school of art 
Instead, I turned to hooks on 
art and I picked up a sketch 
pencil ana a drawing book. 
Since then I have been drawing 
and drawing and painting and 
painting. I often feel that there 
is some spirit which fives inside 
me and drives me to paint. I 
think it is useless to learn paint- 
ing from institutions and clas- 
ses. Art is not molecular, 
biology or business man- 
agement, which you learn at 
schools. It is a celebration of 
fife, the liberation of the force 
inside you. 

I am an artist, not an intellec- 
tual. To me, painting is like 
breathing. I have seen many of 
my colleagues who take a long 
time getting the intellectual 
content of their work right, get- 
ting the theoretical framework 
properly sorted out. They’d 
wait idly in front of a blank 
canvas for days only to receive 
the intellectual inspiration. 
That’s not my way of doing 
things. I paint on regardless and 
never stop for inspiration. 

In 1986, I hired Triveni 
Gallery in Delhi forsix days and 
pul six canvases at a time on the 
Door while observers made a 
ring around me to watch me 
paint all the canvases simultan- 
eously. The canvases were all 
different. Some of them had 
downright gory, violent themes 


India's foremost art&t talks about his work 

‘I am a self-taught painter’ 


while others were logical, even 
sedate. One day, one of the 
onlookers shouted: “It’s all a 
gimmick.” But nobody joined 
him. I felt that I had made a 

J ioint there: that there is no dif- 
erence between an artist and a 
bricklayer. Maybe one or two 
of the canvases were not as 
good as the others. But what 
difference does it make? 

My favourite image has 
always been the restless artist, 
the painter whose fingers woul- 
dn't stop. I have always 
admired Picasso not just for his 
unquestionable mastery of 
theme, form and colours but for 
the boundless energy that 
propelled him, inducing him to 
leave behind at least one lakh 
paintings till his death at 92 
years. Yes, I also want to live 
long and paint a lot. 

Fetching 

It is good that my paintings in 
general are fetching some 
money these days. The Chris-; 
tie’s auction is a good begin- 
ning, because the true price of 
art can be judged in auctions 
alone. But are we as a nation 
prepared to accept the idea of 
auctions? I am not very sure. 
F unnil y enough, we Indians 
always associate auctions with 
somebody going bankrupt. 
Mavbeit will take some time for 



Maybeit will take some time for our country, art dealers hold on 


M.F. Hassaim ‘an artist, not 
an intellectual.’ 

the culture of auctions to take 
tool in this country, and the art 
market to get systematised. As 
of now,it is in a shambles. There 
are very few professional art 
dealers, and very few galleries. 
Except my friend Kali Pimdole, 
all other dealers are not serious 
about their business and are 
merely opportunity-hunters .A 
professional dealer should buy 
paintings outright, and then 
pul his own price- tag and sell it. 
He must take risks* to make a 
profit. Isn’t that the true mean- 
ing of the word profit? Bui, in 
our country, art dealers hold on 


to paintings without havingany 
stake in the sale; they have 
neither any investment nor any 
incentive to seif. 

An artist has to sell his work 
because be has to live. But it is 
not right to say that the market 
conditions the work of an artist 
In 1 932, 1 sold my first painting 
— a landscape — for Rs 10. 
And now, my reserve price for 
the Christie’s auction is Rs 6 
lakhs. 

But money has played no 
part in the progression of the 
artist in me. 1 have painted 
whatever I have liked; the 
society had put price-tags on 
ihent ln 1957. 1 offered one of 
my best works. The Spider and 
the Lamp, a six feet by four feet 
oil-on-canvas, to the National 
Museum of Modern Art for — 
can you believe — Rs 800. They 
did not lake it then. 

But now the National 
Museum at West Berlin has 
offered the equivalent of Rs 10 
lakhs for the same work, but I 
am not giving it to anyone. Did 
1 think of price when I painted 
it? No artist does so. 

People have often accused 
me of having dabbled in 
politics, of having painted to 
order. But it's not true at aiL 
Yes, I did paint Indira Gandhi 
as Durga astride a tiger. That 




The Forgotten’ by Pakistani artist Zafar QnreisiiL 


NEW. YORK. NY,: Between 
1975 and 1979 BMW AG. the 
Munich-based manufacturer 
of exclusive automobiles and 
motorcycles, collaborated with 
four American artists to 
provide each with a BMW race 
car as a medium to express their 
visions of power and motion. 

The cars created by Alexan- 
der Calder, Frank Stella. Roy 
Lichtenstein and Andy War- 
hoL and the debut of a newly 
commissioned BMW 635CSi 
byRobert Rauschenberg, as 
well as works in other media by 
the artists, comprise “Art/Can 
BMW and 5 American Art- 
ists,” at The BMW Gallery. 
November through February. 

The BMW Gallery is a 7.000 
square foot exhibition center 
located al 320 Park Avenue at 
51st Street. “The Gallery is 
designed to present the style of 
BMW, both as an international 
business leader and as the man- 
ufacturer of exclusive vehi- 
cles,” explains Gunter Kramer, 
chairman of BMW of North 
America, the ■ Monlvale, NJ- 
based importer. 

“The Gallery is unique in our 
industry since this space in the 
center of New York is devoted 


Artistic expression on wheels 



Mm?*- 



Exhibition of BMW cars painted by Calder, Stella, Lichtenstein, and Warhol . 

to art and displays of the rpLail selling," he adds. Arl/Car Each of heartists featured in 

products, technology and is the second exhibition at The Arl/Car has made major con- 

heritage of our company, not Gallery since it opened in June. iributions to 20th Century art. 


was during the Emergency. But 1 
nobody noticed that F was 
merely playing with forms — 
the goddess had become merely 
an extension of the beast. 
Nobody noticed the irony, but 
that’s exactly what happens 
when people become too eager 
to read meaning Into art, to 
analyse, to iniellectuatise, and 
finally to put labels. 

As an artist, I have always 
rebelled against labels and 
stereotypes. My early paintings 
— the stuff that I used to do in 
lhe 50’s — was some kind of an 
exploration of Indian village 
life. I travelled miles after miles 
on foot...travelled and painted. 
Finally, I celebrated that 
experience with an opera-like 
.work, a large canvas of 15 feet 
which I called Zameen. You’ll 
see it at the National Museum 
ofModem Art. Iused loliveina 
small house on Grant Road- 
then, and nowhere could I have 
a 15-foot walL So I folded up 
the canvas. But it became my 
ultimate statement on village 
fife. I got Rs 6000 for that, my 
first big money. 

But I can never stick for a 
long time to one artistic milieu. 
After Zameen, I visited Lon- 
don, and was taken in by cold, 
rational themes. Thus began a 
‘grey’ period in my career. 
Cool, rational forms, no flashy 
colours. But 1 got fed up with 
that too, the phase culminating 
.with my big work. Voices. 

As told to Samit Mitra 
Courtesy Sunday Magazine. 


exploring, in depth, the 
relationship between art and 
technology as well as Lhe 
popular imagery of modern 
fife. “Except for these five 
machines, the automobile, 
surely one of the dynamic sym- 
bols of our age, has rarely been 
the medium for an artist” states 
■ Kramer. 

The BMW Gallery exhibit 
includes the scale models from 
which the car designs were tran- 
sferred. The cars created bet- 
ween 19^5 and 1979 were raced 
in the 24 Hours of Le Mans, 
then retired for exhibit in lead- 
ing museums throughout 
Europe and the United Slates. 
The Whitney in New York, 
High Museum in Atlr :a. 
Cheek wood in Nashville. Car- 
negie Institute jo Pittsburgh, 
and the Denver Art Museum 
have exhibited the cars. 

The BMW Gallery is an 
extension of the philosophy of 
the BMW Museum at the com- 
pany's world headquarters in 
Munich. Opened in 1972, in 
conjunction with the Olympic 
Games taking place across the 
street, the Museum has become 
one of the most popular in 
Munich. 
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By Anne Gottlieb 

IT was an interview like no 
other I've ever done. The neat, 
energetic, silver-haired man 
looked up from the piece of 
paper F d given him, smiled and 
said, "All right, you can ask 
questions — now that 1 know 
you!" 

And Carlos Pedregal did 
know me, impossible as that 
seemed. For during the 20 min- 
utes we'd spent together, 1 had 
not said a word about myself. 
Vet he knew all about the chil- 
dish idealism that had gotten 
me into trouble as a writer 
(“maddeningly hopeful." one 
critic called my last book) and 
about complexities of my 
private life not even known Lo 
my best friends. 

Carlos Pedregal is not a psy- 
chic or a mind reader. He is an 
internationally known gra- 
phologist — a handwriting 
analyst — and he had just 
studied a sample of my hand- 
writing. 

Okay, I was convinced. 
There's got to be something to 
handwriting analysis if a stran- 
ger can read my romantic his- 


the problem; What he'd see in a 
famous person’s handwriting 
might not be the familiar public 
image but perhaps a side of that 
person she or he didn't want us 
to know. 

Graphologists claim that 
handwriting doesn’t lie: If a 
person pretends to be some- 
thing she isn't not only will the 
pretense itself show in her writ- 
ing. but her real passions and 
conflicts will hang out like a 
Frederick's of Hollywood slip 
under a dress- fa r-success skirt. 
With that warning in mind, 
Pedregal scrutinised my sam- 
ples. ( 1 did tell him each writer's 
sex — something that gra- 
phologists can't tell from hand- 
writing.) 

Sample I. "A bookworm,” 
Pedregal said without hesita- 
tion. "Intellectual, scientific, 
cultured. Shy and closed in him- 
self but very capable ... an 
important man.” He had just 
analysed the handwriting of 
Jonas Salk, discoverer of polio 
vaccine. 

Sample 2. This one is a sig- 
nature, but an illegible one. 
"Egocentric.” he said. "Great 
imagination ... a tendency to lie 




If the last stroke reaches out, so does 
he— or she 


lory in the unusual way 1 make 
my small g's! 

Bui how about an equally 
dramatic demonstration for the 
readers? I offered to show 
Pedregal handwriting samples 
o t several famous people 
(obtained from New York 
autograph dealers Charles 
Hamilton and Cambridge 
Essex Stamp Co.)without tell- 
ing him who they were. If he 
described these celebrities 
accurately just from their hand- 
writing, wouldn't it be intrigu- 
ing proof that we bare our souls 
in script? 

Pedregal said that was just 


or to exaggerate. She's created 
her own world and lives inside it 
... she’s put a distance between 
herself and society, but she's 
happy. She enjoys it." That’s 
Shirley Mac Lai ne, whose ven- 
tures into the occult realm of 
reincarnation, U FOs and chan- 
neling have made book and TV 
history. 

Sample 3. “Very generous ... 
childish ... deeply vulnerable, 
though he wouldn’t give that 
impression if you met him . His 
only fault is that his generosity 
goes too far, like throwing it 
away. The kind of guy who 
walks into a bar and says. 


1^4. 

Sharp and angular: aggressiveness, 
criticism or control 


Mind your P’s and Q’s 

What you write is what you are 


To an expert, your handwriting reveals as much about your personality as the words 
you write. Just as your fingerprints attest to the individuality of your body, your 
‘brain-prints’ — the curves and angles, dots and slashes you make when yon write 
express the uniqueness of your personality. 


"Today I pay for everybody!” 
Pedregal was surprised to learn 
that this was the famous outlaw 
Jesse James: “There's no 
aggressiveness in bis handwrit- 
ing!" He concluded that Jesse 
James must have been a kind of 
Robin Hood. 

Sample 4. Another illegible 
signature. "Superficial, with an 
imagination verging on the 
pathological,” Pedegral said. 
"She alters the world to con- 
form to her desires. Her whole 
life is just a big show, and 
everybody in the world is the 
audience." He was talking 
about seven-times-ma rried 
Elizabeth Taylor. 

Intrigued by Carlos 
Pedregal's virtuoso demonstra- 
tion. I decided to do a little 
investigating of my own to find 
out more about graphology 
itself. How can our sexuality 
and anger, creativity and 
brains, timidity and generosity 
all be visible in our handwrit- 
ing? 

Study 

I learned that the study of 
handwriting as a key to person- 
ality has been around for 
almost as long as writing itself. 
The first record of it dates from 
the Roman Empire, over 1,800 
years ago, when a historian 
commented on the handwriting 
of the emperor and what it 
revealed about his character. 

About 400 years ago, an 
Italian doctor made the first 
systematic attempt to link han- 
dwriting traits with personality 
traits (like those open-topped 
a's and o’s that spill out Jesse 
James’s largesse). 

More recently Charles Dick- 
ens, Edgar Allan Poe and 
Albert Einstein have been 
among those fascinated by han- 
dwriting as the selfportrait of a 
soul. Modern graphology is 
considered a legitimate branch 
of psychology in Europe and 
South America- It's taught in 
major universities and used in 


personnel selection by SS per 
cent of firms in Holland, West 
Germany and Switzerland. 

In the United States, gra- 
phology has been slower lo 
catch on. Over 3,000 companies 
now use it as an aid to hiring, 
but many won't admit it publi- 
cly. The problem: Graphology 
was first introduced here in the 
1930s as an entertainment, so it 
got tossed into the grab bag of 
the popular occult along with 
astrology and card reading. 

Graphologists have always 
protested that classification — 
and some psychologists and 
doctors agree that graphology 




has a much stronger claim to 
validity, for, while there’s no 
proven link between our lives 
and the cards or stars, the con- 
nection between hand and 
brain is direct and physical. 

"Handwriting is brain writ- 
ing,” says Ivy Helstein, M.A., a 
Long Island, New York, psy- 
chotherapist who has used gra- 
phology in her practice. “It’s 
the unconscious mind being 
conveyed down to the fingers." 

As proof that writing comes 
from the brain, Andrea McNi- 
chol. European-trained 
president of Graphology Con- 
sultants International in Los 


'j**. Krw, * LlJ c 1 

Vi C* u^jLf tL 

^ Sample #1 





LA 


Sample #2 


Sample #4 


Sample #3 

Carlos Pedregal, a graphologist, was shown handwriting samples 
of famous people (above) obtained from a New York autograph 
dealer without knowing who they were. His observations (see 
story) were extremely accurate. 


Angeles, says that when woun- 
ded Vietnam vets learn to use a 
pen skilfully with mouth or 
toes, their writing is much the 
same as it was before the injury. 

Just as your fingerprints 
attest to the individuality of 
your body,your "brain-prints'’ 
— the curves and angles, dots 
and slashes you make when you 
write — express the uniqueness 
of your personality. 

"No two people on earth 
write the same way," says 
Andrea McNichol. That’s why 
a trained handwriting analyst 
can spot a forgery, according to 
Graphological Services Inter- 
national president Ruth 
Brayer, M. A., who offers for- 
gery-detection seminars to 
major New York banks. 

The usefulness of gra- 
phology for identification pur- 
poses is undisputed even in the 
United States: Graphological 
testimony is now admissible in 
court in nine states, and hand- 
writing experts have been called 
on by attorneys and police 
detectives all over the country 
to help validate wills and iden- 
tify criminals. Andrea McNi- 
chol and other graphologists 
helped unmask notorious Nazi 
doctor Joseph Mengele, who 
lived in South America under a 
false identity but could not dis- 
guise his handwriting. 

The more fascinating and 
controversial claim of gra- 
phology. of course, is that it not 
only can tell you apart from 
everyone else but can also des- 
cribe how you feel about your 
mother, whether you are hon- 
est what jobs you'd be good at 
and whether you’re an optimist 
or a pessimist 

Graphologists study more 
than 300 different signs in your 
handwriting — including slant 
pressure, spacing, rhythm, 
margins, how you form and 
connect (or disconnect) various 
letters, how your signature 
i compares^ to your -wn ting — 


and each sign must be inter- 
preted in the context of the han- 
dwriting as a whole. 

So no good graphologist will 
tell you that you can always 
identify loyalty, ambition or 
sensuousness from the dot of an 
i or the loop of a g. But two 
broader aspects of handwriting 
analysis can be grasped by 
almost anyone: movement and 
symbolism. 

The movement of handwrit- 
ing is a clue to character much 
as body language is. says Car los 
Ped regal. "Handwriting is like 
printed gestures. If someone 
doesn't move at all when he 
talks — not even his face — his 
writing is also going to be still 
and tight or without energy. If 
someone is like me” — he ges- 
ticulates animatedly — " his 
handwriting will show the same 
thing!” Fluid, rounded writing 
indicates an easygoing, flexible 
nature: sharp, angular writing 
suggests aggressiveness, criti- 
cism, or control. Your script 
also mimics the movement of 
your mind: Interrupted writing 
reveals intuitive leaps, while 
connected writing shows a 
logical chain of reasoning. 


self-centred ness or defensr.e- 
nesv 

Symbolism in handwriting 
means the way «cnpt forms a 
picture of the writer's inner 
being. Graphologists divide 
handwriting into three 

"zones": the middle zone -the 

bodies of the small letters - 
and the upper and lower zones, 
formed by the extensions oflet- 
ters like fJt£.y and ihe capitals. 
According to New York gra- 
phologist Ruth Brayer and her 
teacher. Felix Klein, regarded 
as "the father of American gra- 
phology." the three zones can 
correspond to the head, heart 
and lower body or to the 
Freudian superego (cons- 
cience!. ego (self-image and 
relation To reality 1 and id 

(unconscious passions!. The 
relative size and the forms of the 
three zones tell a graphologist 
whether the writer is more 
spiritual. intellectual, 

emotional, sensual or matcral- 
istic and where his inner con- 
flicts lie: Badly formed middle- 
zone letters can betray a poor 
self-image, while sharp-poin- 
ted loops in ihe lower zone may 
indicate sexual tyranny 


interrupted: intuitive leaps 


The way handwriting moves 
within thespaceof the page tells 
a graphologist about our feel- 
ings toward ourselves and oth- 
ers, the past and the present. 
Very wide spaces between 
words or lines can show shyness 
and isolation. Writing that 
slants uphill (on an unlined 
page) says that its writer is feel- 
ing “up;” a downward slope, 
just like slumped shoulders, 
shows discouragement or 
depression. How does your best 
friend end her words or senten- 
ces? If the last stroke reaches 
out, so does she: if i t curves back 
toward the word, it can indicate 


Graphology will undoub- 
tedly continue to be controver- 
sial. but more and more people 
are using it in their professional 
and private lives — and sw ear- 
ing by the results: 

The most popular and time- 
honoured use of handwriting 
analysis, though, is to give us 
new insight into ourselves — 
and the ones we love. That's 
how Carlos Pedregal likes best 
to use it. I owe a deeper under- 
standing of my own life's jour- 
ney to that afternoon when I 
showed him my writing — and 
caught a glimpse of myself in 
graphology's magic mirror. 
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Fluid and rounded: an easygoing, 
flexible nature 


TODAY'S CROSSWORD 


OOREH BRIDGE 


THE WIZARD OF ID 


V ' By Brant Parfcer and Johnny Hart 



BY CHARLES GOflEN AMD OMAR SHARIF 

JUST SHORT OF GREATNESS 


ACROSS 
1 "Damn 
Yankees" role ■ 
5 Morocco s 
capital 

10 Salamanders 

14 Novello of 
British musicals 

1 5 Wipe off the slate 

16 Evening, in 
Venice 

17 Conductor ol 
the New York 
Philharmonic 

19 the light 

fantastic" 

20 Menofft heroine 

21 Whirlwinds 

23 Exploding 

material, 
tor short 

25 1 or 66 

26 Take into 
account 

31 Persistent 
attempts to gain 
control 

34 Like a calla lily 

35 month 

37 Talk, mod style 

38 Heavyweight 
Champ: 1934-35 

39 Drinks at the 
fountain 

40 Dog that went 
to Oz 

4f Ailing 

42 — metal (nickel 
alloy) 

43 Moriey ol "60 
Minutes" 

44 Chief part of 
honey 

46 City building 

45 Keyboard 
instrument 

50 Big — . Calif. 

51 Complainer 

54 Dined sparingly 

59 Fire — 
(semiprecious 
stone) 


60 Conductor from 
Shenyang, China 

62 Nothing more 
than 

63 Taro rootstocks 

64 Gilbert & 
Sullivan star 
John — 

65 Eliot's Adam 

66 Advantage 

67 In addition 

DOWN 

1 Judy's 
daughter 

2 Egg. in 
old Roma 

3 Part Of 
the ear 

4 Seed 
appendage 

5 Order back 

6 Exist 

7 Thai money 

8 American 
trapper and 
capitalist 

9 Hybrid floral 
beauties 

10 Landed manor 

1 1 Composer of 
"Grand Canyon 
Suite" 

12 The Supremes. 
e.g. 

13 Nitwits 

18 Lustrous 

22 Night, in Caen 

24 Wyoming 
mountain 
range 

26 Humble 
abode 

27 Clerical 
wear 

28 Composer- 
playwright 
from Britain 

29 Title for Gielgud 

30 Sublease 

32 Oevoured 

33 Big-time 


North-South vulnerable. North 
deals. 

NORTH 

* 9 7 4 2 

K J 10 7 2 
v 7 
*532 

WEST EAST 

*KJ10 * A 6 3 

7AQ96 983 

■I 10 4 3 v K 9 8 5 2 

* 10 96 * A J 4 

SOUTH 

* Q 8 5 
7 54 

v A Q J 6 

* K 0 8 7 


spender 

36 Bundles, as 
cotton 

39 Arm of the 
South Pacific 

40 Head cover for 
Sandy 

42 Christmas 
figures 

43 Comic preceder 

45 County Kerry 

seaport 

47 Stripped-down 
camper? 

49 Requirements 

51 Fall flat 

52 Fencer’s need 

53 Disencumbers, 
with "of 1 

55 Book of the Bible 

56 Eastern weight 

57 Farm animals 

58 Part of a 
pedestal 

61 DiMaggio 


The bidding: 
North East 

South 

West 

Pass 

1 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

2 

Pass 

2 * 

DM 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 



Opening lead: Ten of * 

There’s an old saying at tourna- 
ment bridge: “Never let the oppo- 
nents play at the one-level.’’ By and 
large, that’s sensible. If the auction 
dies meekly at the one-level, it 
means that the balance of strength is 
just about even. Going one down 
competitively could net you an ex- 
cellent score. However, we do im- 
pose limits on what we need to 
balance. 

Reopening the bidding was taken 
to great lengths on this hand from 
the finals of the Reisinger. When 
Zia Mahmood and Jaggy Shivda- 
sani of the eventual winning team, 
who were using a weak no trump 
opening bid, did not proceed be- 
yond the first bid, North reopened 
with two diamonds— a bid showing 
the major suits. Mahmood, West, 
was delighted to double two spades. 

' He was not quite as happy when 
he led the ten of clubs and dummy 
appeared, for it was obvious that 
every card lay right for declarer. 
East won the ace of clubs and re- 

ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 
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turned the suit to declarer’s king. 
Had declarer now Jed a trump from 
hand, the defenders would have had 
to win and lead the ace of hearts and 
another immediately, or else declar- 
er would get home, losing only one 
heart, one club and three trumps. 
Perhaps declarer should have 
played for that, for down one dou? 
bled and vulnerable would certainly 
lose the board. 

Instead, declarer led a heart. 
West won the ace and persevered 
with clubs. A diamond to the ace 
and a diamond ruff was followed by 
the king of hearts and a heart ruff as 
East sluffed a diamond. Another 
diamond ruff put declarer on the 
table for another heart lead. He 
needed only to score his queen of 
trumps for his contract. But East 
was alive to what was happening. 
He ruffed with the ace of trumps 
and led a trump, and the defense 
prevailed. 
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YOUR STARS 



Aries (March 20 - April 18) . 

You will be in high spirits and 
should avoid doing anything rash. 

Do not close your mind to change 
instead welcome it. Try not to 
waste money. Be flexible. 



Taurus (April 19 - May 19) 

You will be better able to deal 
with certain uncertainties. You 
should not make up your mind on 
the spur of the moment. Do not 
waste time on secondary matters. 
Be more positive. 



Gemini (May 20 - June 20) 

Do not allow others to tell you 
what to do but do take note of good 
ideas. Concentrate on what you 
know has to be done. Make sure 
you understand what is at stake. Be 
prompt. 



Cancer (June 21 - July 21) 

You will beable to moke the right 
response. Avoid jumping to con- 
clusions. Try to help a friend you 
know is under quite considerable 
strain just now. Be considerate. 





Leo (July 22 - Aug. 21) 

You should take a little better 
care of your health. Make sure you 
do not eat anything that you know 
is not good for you. Avoid doing 
anything that is not strictly prac- 
tical. Be attentive. 


VirgO (Aug. 22 - Sept. 21) 

•You should do your utmost to 
maintain harmony with your part- 
ner. Try to face up id the facts and 
do not hide from reality. Use a little 
morecommonsense. Be tactful. 


By Johnny Hart 


IT THE CMC* RATES AN EXfiSA DAY 

TO REPUDIATE. - 
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Libra (Sept. 22 - Oct. 22) 

Mars’s influence will make it 
easier for you to deal with a family 
matter. You will be able to take the 
initiative. You should avoid wast- 
ing time or dissipating your ener- 
gies. Be resilient. 



Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 > 

You will not feel quite as con- 
fident as you would like. However 
you will soon find reason to have 
more faith in yoursdf. Do not take 
everything quite so seriously. Be 
moderate. 



Sagittarius (Nov. 22- Dec. 21) 


The planetary influences are 
somewhat mixed and you should 
exercise a little more caution. You 
will have something to be quite 
pleased about. 



Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan 19) 

Have a good laugh at your.se 
You will be able to resolve 
problem that has been confoun 

mgyou for some time. You shou 
try to show a little more goodw 
towards others. Be fair. 


Tmm 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18 
You would do well to be a 1 
more patient. Now is not the dir 
try ro do things by force, | 
suasion is still your best bet. ’ 
would do well to await devc! 
ments. Be sincere. 
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Pisces (Feb. 19 - March 19) 

You should not neglect your per- 
sonal affairs altogether. Nor 
however should you put work m 
one side. Do not spend too much 
time chatting and do not engage in. 
gossip. Be more tolerant. 
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Brain tissue transplant brings hope 
for Parkinson’s disease sufferers 


By Sergio Carrillo 

MEXICO CITY, (Reuter): 
Until a few raonthsago, Leonor 
Cruz Bello could barely eat 
without help 

Her face was stiff, her right 
arm paralysed. She dragged her 
right leg as she walked. 

She has Parkinson's disease, 
a debilitating nervous system 
diso rder which occurs when the 
brain does not produce 
adequate -amounts of a sub- 
stance called dopamine. 

But in September she under- 
went a revolutionary opera- 
tion, which attracted world- 
wide attention. 

Dr Ignacio Madrazo and his 
team of surgeons performed a 
double brain tissue transplant 
in a Mexico City state hospital, 
using the tissue of a 13-week- 
old spontaneously aborted 
foetus. 

“This is a window that has 
been opened for many people, 
like those that I met who are 
worse ofT than I was,” Cruz 
said, as she demonstrated how 
she can move her right arm and 
walk, albeit slowly, with only a 
slight limp.. Her facial stillness 
has disappeared, and she can 
I now eat by herself. 

in the first brain tissue trans- 
plant ever reported, Madrazo 
operated on Cruz and another 
Parkinson's patient, Mario 
| Tellez Martinez. Neither has 
shown any sign of rejecting the 
tissue. 

“The operation was some- 
thing that had to be done and 
wc said, 'let's do it," said Cruz, a 
35-y car-old former secretary. 

Although it is too early to 


By Henry Gee 

ANTI-SMOKING chewing- 
gum with twice the usual con- 
tent of nicotine helps commit- 
ted smokers to break their 




Mexican doctor Ignacio Madrazo 
treatment for Parkinson's disease. 

assess the long-term effective- 
ness of the procedure, 

M adrazo’s patients voiced con- 
fidence. 

‘Tve got a Jot of faith in the 
result, 1 ” Cruz said in her home 
in Ciudad Nezahuacoyotal, a 
working class city near Mexico 
City. 

“I only thought of moving 
ahead, of at least stopping the 
disease’s advance, and that has 
already been won,” said Cruz. 

"It was my 50th birthday the 
day they operated on me,” said 
Tellez, a retired textile worker. 

"It was like being born again.” 

For nine years before the sur- 
gery, he had endured stiffness 
and uncontrollable shaking on 
his left side. 

Now, he walks without dif- 
ficulty' strolling the streets of 
his southern Mexico City 
neighbourhood with his grand- 
children. 


Stuck 
on sum 


has developed a promising 

Only a slight shaking in his 
left hand remai ns as evidence of 
the disease. 

“Now Tm waiting for the 
doctor to give me permission to 
start doing exercises and to run 
in the mornings,” he added. 

Their doctor shares the enth- 
usiasm. 

“This is only the opening of 
the door of a therapeutic 


from improving the technique, 
is to make a bank of brain tis- 
sues in order to attend to a 
greater number of patients,” 
Madrazo said. 

The exact cause of Parkin- 
son's disease, named after 19th 
century medical researcher 
James Parkinson, is not known. 
It is thought to affect one in 
1,080 people, mainly the 
elderly. 

The operations on Tellez and 
Cruz, performed as the two lay 


that smokers reformed by the 
use of gum may endup as addic- 
ted to it as to tobacco. In the 
Danish study, 15 per cent of 
those treated with gum were 
still using it after two years — 
four times as Iona as recom- 
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IT has long been known that 
smoking is a risk factor for 
cervical cancer. Now Swedish 
research draws that men who 
smoke more than 10 cigarettes a 
day increase their risk of penile 
cancer. Fortunately, the cancer 
is relatively rare. But there's 
more bad news. Men who switch 
from cigarettes to cigars are lik- 
ely to increase their risk of heart 
disease rather than reduce it. 
Researchers at Nortbwick Park 
Hospital, Middlesex have found 


Smoke 

alarms 

that dotting factors in the blood 
decrease when people give up 
smoking, but increase if they 
switch to cigars. This is because 
they stil) use the same smoking 
technique and continue to inhale. 
Cigar smoke is more noxious 


than cigarette smoke. 

•People who stiD can't give up 
smoking may eventually have 
another treatment to try — a 
nicotine “patch” which win sup- 
ply, through the skin, a stead 
stream of nicotine to the Mood- 
stream, thus providing the hit 
wfafle users attempt to kick the 
habit. 

However, at present the idea 
is still in the early stages of 
development and so is not yet 
generally available. 


side by side, lasted five hours. 
They then spent six weeks m 
special isolation wards to avoid 
infection. 

Madrazo, the 45-year-old 
chief of neurosurgery ai Mex- 
ico City’s La Raza medical cen- 
tre, will observe the patients for 
a few more months before a 
. final evaluation of the 
procedure. 

But he said that he considers 
the acceptance of theimplan ted 
brain tissue as a significant step 
forward. 

The operation, the fruit of 22 
years Madrazo spent researeh- 
. mg Parkinson's disease, should 
contribute toward developing 
treatment of other neurological 
disorders, including epilepsy 
and senility, he said. 

Madrazo was also involved 
in other experimental treat- 
ments for Parkinson's in which 
parts of the patients' own 
adrenal glands were implanted 
in their brains — and which for 
a time aroused the interest of 
ex-boxer Muhammad Ali. But 
in some such cases, dramatic 
initial improvements levelled 
off. 

With limited technical and 
financial resources at his dis- 
posal, Madrazo chose to 
attempt the most obvious, but 
at the same time the most dar- 
ing and ingenious procedure. 

He said othA- researchers had 
ignored trying the brain tissue 
transplant on humans, despite 
encouraging results in animals. 

"We did what the developing 
countries forgot to do,** he said, 
adding with a laugh, “in some 
ways poverty helped us have 
more ingenuity than tech- 
nology.” 


Parents: 

monitor 

children 

for 

cholesterol 

CHILDREN should have their 
lood-clwrfesterM-levels-moB-r 


relative “who buffers ~Trom 
coronary heart disease, Iowa 
scientists say. 

But healthy children from 
families with no history ofheart 
disease probably do not need to 
be screened, they said. 

High cholesterol levels are 
associated with hardening of 
the arteries and other heart dis- 
eases, doctors say, and can be 
controlled to some extent with 
drugs, diet and exercise. 

Scientists from the Univer- 
sity of Iowa hospitals and clin- 
ics based their recommenda- 
tion on a study of 2,000 
individuals that has lasted 15 
years. The study subjects, who 
were aged 12 to 18 when the 
study began, were monitored 
regularly for blood cholesterol 
lewis. 

Dr. Ronald M. Lauer, who 
beaded the 'study, said in a 
report to the American Heart 
Association that only 4 per cent 
of the subjects had high levels of 
cholesterol as children that per- 
sisted into adulthood. 

The majority of the subjects 
who had high levels of choles- 
terol in childhood, 60 per cent, 
did not have high levels in adul- 
thood. 

Lauer said of the 173 chil- 
dren of fathers with coronary 
heart disease, 51 per cent had 
high cholesterol levels and 
other signs of pending coron- 
ary problems when they rea- 
ched adulthood; 


FAMILY DOCTOR FATHERS SOMETIMES ARE 
By DR ALLAN BRUCKHE1M DEPRESSED AFTER BABY’S BIRTH 


QUESTION: My wife had the baby, but it’s 
me who’s depressed. Do fathers always feel 
this way? 

ANSWER: Although it's not unusual for a 
father to experience depression after the 
birth of a child in response to a changing 
lifestyle, this type of negative reaction is not 
the norm. 

Certainly we all have heard stories about 
Ihe "baby blues.” marked by wild mood 
swings and crying jags. But research has 
shown that while new parents both have ups 
and downs, their moods are usually more 
positive than negative. 

For instance, recent studies asked couples 
to chart their feelings at three different time 
periods; during the Iasi three months of 
pregnancy, within two daysafter the birth of 
their child and six months later. Instead of 
listing terms typically associated with 
depression such as "depressed,” "dis- 
couraged” and “sad,” they listed coping 
terms such as "helpless.” "nervous” and 
“worried.” or positive emotions like 
“happy” and "enthusiastic.’* If your depres- 
sion persists, it might be a sign of some 
unspoken concern such as worry oyer 
money or the health of your child. Talking 


out your feelings with your wife or the family 

doctor should offer some relief. 
QUESTION: Can multiple sclerosis be 
effectively treated with high-pressure 
oxygen? 

ANSWER: It appears, from recent 
research, that patients who recently have 
developed multiple sclerosis (MS) benefit 
from hyperbaric oxygen therapy (HBO), or 
whatyou call high-pressure oxygen. 

HBO, which is scarce and expensive in 
this country, is known primarily for its use 
with deep-sea divers to prevent the bends. 
Only about 150 HBO chambers are used 
medically here. The number probably will 
grow rapidly. 

During HBO treatment, patientsarein an 
HBO chamber where their bodies are 
subjected to 100 per cent oxygen atmos- 
phere at two to three times normal atmos- 
pheric pressure. Oxygen concentrations in 
their bloodstreams increase about 10-15 
■ times normal and apparently help keep tis- 
sues alive that have been deprived of then 
normal blood supply. 

MS is called the crippler of young adults 
because it is the most common central 
nervous disorder among such people in the 


United States, has no known cause, an 
unpredictable course, a wide variety of sym- 
ptoms and no known cure. 

Some researchers say HBO is the most 
effective treatment that can be given to 
“early MS.” If given early, it can arrest MS 
in 70 per cent of patients. The only known 
side effect from HBO is minor ear problems 
from the pressure. 

ACROSS MY DESK: It’s always nice to 
know where you telethon dollars go so let me 
tell you of a recent announcement by Jerry 
Lewis, national chairman of the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association (MD A). Recent dis- 
coveries by MDA researchers indicated that 
the drug prednisone' could be effective in 
increasing patients’ strength and ability to 
walk in sufferers of Duchenne muscular 
dystrophy, the most severe form of the dis- 
ease. Though absolutely not recommended 
fortreatmentatthis time, prednisone will be 
used in a large-scale, controlled study to 
confirm the positive aspect of this therapy 
and to find a way to reduce its significant 
side effects. Such experimental leads may 
provide new, more effective and safer treat- 
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F acing up to back pain 


By Liz Gin 

BACKACHE is the price we 
pay for being human. Man is 
not theonly creature to walk on 
two legs, but from loddlerhood 
onward, his spine must carry its 
burden upright for the rest of 
his life. 

And the price can be high. 
Various estimates have put 
working days lost because of 
back trouble at anything bet- 
ween 19 million and 31 million 
a year. Mrs Nora King, an 
information officer for the 
Back Pain Association, in the 
UK, says: "It has been cal- 
culated that if you add every- 
thing up — lost production, 
sick pay, treatment and so on — 
the total could be as high as a 
billion pounds.” 

About 2.2 million people a 
ear’ fee atioct6 r abou t ab&ck 


• common-complaint, many-sufk. 
ferers feel extremely isolated. 
“They may feel they’re not 
being taken seriously because 
it's not an illness that shows,” 
King says. "But it can affect 
one’s life so drastically, 
especially if one is in constant 
pain. Life is very restricted and 
people get very depressed and 
can become obsessive." 

Chronic back pain may 
cause emotional problems, but 
despite the frequency of the 
trouble its causes are still baf- 
fling. 

Michael Sullivan, consultant 
surgeon at the Royal National 
Orthopaedic Hospital, who 
runs a problem back clinic, 
believes that 70 per cent of the 
working population will suffer 
from back pain at some time. 
He also believes that only about 
15 per cent of cases lend them- 
selves to a clear-cut diagnosis. 
“1 mean in the strict scientific 
sence of being able to say 'You 
have X, and if we do Y and Z 
you will get better’. In many 
cases you can gp to 10 different 
doctors and get 10 different 
diagnosis." 

Wear and tear 

The majority of back 
problems are mechanical wear 
and tear, small fractures, over- 
stretched muscles, and prolap- 
sed discs (slipped is a mis- 
nomer). These may be caused 
by sporting injuries, ageing, 
accidents, awkward lifting and 
carrying, and other strenuous 
and unusual movement. 

Inflammation may set in as 
the legacy of such an injury, or 
independently, or as part of 
another illness such as infection 
or genera] joint weakness. 

Surgery is only rarely 
indicated, perhaps for one in 
2.500 cases, and then only for 
very specificconditions such as 
certain fractures, removal of 
the disc, or enlargement of a 
narrowed spinal canal. 

"Surgery in other cases 
would be a sledgehammer to 
crack a nut," Sullivan says. 


"The good news is that most 
people will get better anyway in 
six weeks. Time is what makes 
people better. In the meantime, 
rest and pain relief.” 

it is when time does not 
prove the greater healer that 
sufferers are frequently drawn 
to complementary medicine. 
Because so much is still unkn- 
own about backache, seeking 
help in physiotherapy, 
osteopathy, chiropractic, the 
Alexander Technique, 
homeopathy, acupuncture, 
even faith healing, seems a 
reasonable alternative. 

Professor Malcolm Jayson, 
head of the Rheumatic Dis- 
eases Centre at Manchester’s 
Hope Hospital uses acupunc- 
ture to relieve pain. “It doesn’t 
cure the problem, but it does 
seem to block the pain res- 
ponse,” Where pains seems 


ponse, Wnere. pare 
intractable rhewii two: 


have more choice in Lhe ways in 
which we use ourselves than we 
.think.” 

Dr Robin Pauc, a chiroprac- 
tor and author of The Back 
Book — The Owner's Guide to 
Spinal Problems, believes that 
more attention should be paid 
to congenital defects like an 
asymmetrical sacral base (the 
foundation of the spine), and 
developmental problems such 
asonetegbeingshorter than the 
other. "These are not always 
noticeable because the body 
has compensated and twisted 
itself in the process." 

He also wants to see patients 
X-rayed standing up, bearing 
their own weight “If you think 
of the spine, the vertebrae, as 
blocks of wood, with the discs 
as sponges in between, then if 
yon lie down all the sponges 
may took the same. It’s only 


rk-with-a whereuere!s 
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— t h epa ti enthowliesttocope: 

Genuine sufferers have 
always been bedevilled by the 
fact that a "bad back” is the 
classic malingerer’s complaint 

"Ifyoutellmeyouhavea bad 
back I can’t call you a liar,” 
Sullivan says. "You can X-ray 
someone and find they have a 
, horrendous back, but they feel 
fine. Conversely, someone can 
appear to have a normal spine 
and be in dreadful pain.” 

He believes shamming is 
extremely rare. “But you do 
have the massive problem of 
people becoming totally fixated 
on their pain pattern. They get 
locked into it Look at Florence 
Nightingale, who came back 
from the Crimea and retired to 
bed with a bad back virtually 
for the rest of her days.” 

Obvious 

He sees about 2,500 patients 
a year, more women than men. 
"Men seem to have more back- 
ache but it doesn’t last. 
Whereas women seem to have 
more chronic problems, but we 
don’t know why this should be 
so.” 

Where no obvious cause can 
be found, some argue that mus- 
cular tension may be the cause. 
Teachers of the Alexander 
Technique, for instance, 
believe that we begin to misuse 
our bodies in terms of balance, 
posture, and movement at such 
an early age that bad habits 
become so deeply ingrained 
that we are not even aware of 
them. Based on principles 
evolved in the last century by a 
Tasmanian actor, Frederick 
Alexander, the technique is 
used to demonstrate ways of 
"unlearning” such faults. 

But Mrs Margaret Farrar, 
chairperson of the Teachers 
society, says: “We don’t claim 
to be skilled in diagnosis. We 
always ask people if they’ve 
been checked by a doctor. We 
see -ourselves as educators 
rather than therapists. We try 
to give a person an idea of what 
something could be like. We 


He says "that new causes of 

back injury are arising all the 
lime. “Take windsurfing, for 
example. People try to lug these 
heavy, waterlogged sails out of 
the sea from completely the 
wrong an$le. There are also 
psychological stresses. People 
get backache after a loss. The 
business executive is under 
strain and suddenly his back 
goes.” 

Problems 

Though back problems 
prompt a wide range of 
theories, experts in different 
fields do seem to agree about 
certain fundamentals. 

Advice ranges from the best 
lifting and carrying techniques 
(for a manual labourer in 
industry or for a nurse moving a 
patient), to the best way to weed 
a garden (kneeling pad or small 
stool). It advises on back 
protection in the kitchen (work 
surfaces of the right height), in 
the car (a small cushion where 
necessary), and in bed (firm but 
comfortable). It recommends 
good posture, some exercise, 
and avoidance of obesity. 

Jayson would now add 
smoking to list of don’is. His 
team recently announced 
encouraging results in the trials 
of a drug used to dissolve fibrin, 
a protean which is used to repair 
tissue but which, if not cleared 
away by a particular enzyme, 
can cause scarring and inflam- 
mation. Smoking, he suggests, 
may cause the enzyme defect. 

"The drug does not cure, but 
it has made a marked 
improvement in some very 
severe cases. One woman I saw 
this week used to be 
incapacitated with pain, but is 
now back at work part-time. In 
lira last few years, research has 
advanced considerably, par- 
ticularly in imaging techniques. 
Computerised scanning has 
enabled us to see, in detail, 
what’s happening in a way that 
ordinary X-rays could not. I'm 
reasonably optimistic for the 
future.” 


Gene loss 
linked to 
cancer 


By Malcolm Ritter 


NEW YORK. <AP): Lung 
cancer tumors lack some nor- 
mal genetic material, indicat- 
ing that loss of a key gci.e .nay 
promote one form of the 
prevalent cancer killer, a new 
study says. 

If the gene can be isolated, it 
might lead to new therapies for 
“small-ccll” lung cancer, 
which slrikes 30.000 to 40,000 
people in the United Slates 
annually, said researcher John 
Minna. 

The gene may also play a 
role in other types of lung 
cancer, and in cancers of the 
skin and kidney, said Minna, 
chief of Lhe NCI -navy medical 
oncology branch of the : 
National Cancer Institute, and . 
professor of medicine at the 
uniformed services University 
of the health sciences in Belh- 
esda. Maryland. 

Small-cell lung cancer 
accounts for 20 percent to 25 
percent of the nation's 150.000 
annual lung cancer cases and 
about a quarter of its 136.000 
lung cancer deaths each year, 
the Cancer Institute says. 

The study provides “much 
stronger evidence” ' for the 
gene’s existence than previous 
research did. said Stephen 
Friend, visiting scientistslit the 
Whitehead Institute for 
Biomedical Research in Cam- 
bridge. Massachusetts. 

in contrast to cancer-caus- 
ing oncogenes, the gene seems 
to suppress cancer somehow, 
so that malignancy appears 
when it is damaged or missing. 

Evidence for similar "anti- 
oncogenes,” also called sup- 
pressor genes, has been found 
in several cancers. The list 
includes colon-rectum cancer, 
America's second most com- 
mon serious malignancy. 

In a recent interview, Minna 
said he believes the lung cancer 
gene normally controls cell 
growth and development. So 
when the gene is missing, cells 
continue to reproduce without 
normal regulation, setting 
them up for further genetic 
damage, that , finally produces. 
theoMMter. «h»«pe»Mlaic8 t .i 

AnormaJ-ceil gets two copies 
of genes by inheriting 23 pairs 
of chemical threads called 
chromosomes, on which genes 
reside. Both copies of a sup- 
pressor gene must be tost or 
damaged to open the road to 
cancer, scientists believe. 

Minna said if a lung cell 
carries one damaged copy of 
the gene, it may begin to turn 
cancerous after losing its nor- 
mal copy through deletion of 
genetic material like that 
observed in Lhe new study. 

The original genetic damage 
and the deletion might be trig- 
gered by smoking, which is 
associated with more than 95 
percent of small-cell cases, 
Minna said. 

It is conceivable, but only 
speculative, that a damaged 
gene could also be inherited 
from parents. Minna said. If 
so, scientists may be able to 
devise a test to find it and so 
identify people susceptible to 
small-cell lung cancer, he said. 

However, Robert Weinberg 
of the Weinberg of the While- 
head Institute emphasised 
there is "not a shred of 
evidence" that the defective 
gene is ever inheriited from 
parents. 

“On the basis of the evidence 
Minna has. there's eveiy 
reason to say the gene that is 
involved becomes damaged 
somatically." which means 
within the cancer victim's own 
body, Weinberg said. 

The new work involved 
comparing cancerous and nor- 
mal cells from nine victims of 
small-cell lung cancer. 

Scientists checked both 
kinds of cells for the presence 
of three types of genetic sign- 
posts located in one area of 
chromosome 3. If a signpost 
found in a person's normal 
tissue was missing in his can- 
cerous tissue, part of the 
chromosome must have been 
losL 

Every patient showed loss of 
one or more signposts, the 
researchers reported. 
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BUSINESS & FINANCE 


Experts 
to discuss 
ways to promote 
Kuwait investments 
in France 


PARIS, Feb 28, (Kuna): A group 
of leaders in France's largest 
economic institutions are 
scheduled to attend a seminar 
next mon Lh in Kuwait on ways to 
promote Kuwaiti investments in 
France. 

The seminar, titled “Kuwaiti 
investments in France: facilities 
and prospective;” is organised 
by the "Franco-Arab countries” 
group and the Paris-based 
Kuwaiti-French Bank. 

Secretary General of the 
Kuwaiti- French Bank Mariane 
Ram pel berg told the Kuwait 
News Agency today that the idea 
of the seminar developed during 
the joint commission meetings 
which were headed by French 
Minister of State for Economic 
and Financial Affairs Edouard 
Balladur and his Kuwaiti coun- 
terpart Jasscm A1 Khorafi recen- 
tly : n Kuwait. 

She said that chairmen and 
general directors of about 20 
grand companies will attend the 
seminar which is scheduled for 
March 8. 

Construction 

Rampelberg added that these 
companies represent the con- 
struction , tourism, banking, 
insurance and transport sectors 
of the French economy. 

The participants will go there 
to meet potential and existing 
Kuwaiti investors since France is 
receiving competition from the 
British and Spanish markets in 
the domain of Kuwaiti invest- 
ment. she said. 

So far. Kuwaiti investments in 
France have been limited com- 
pared to operations to other 
European countries, but the 
Kuwaiti-French Bank which was 
established in 1981, came to offer 
investment portfolios to Kuwaiti 
investors in France. 

Eighty per cent of the bank's 
capital was made up by a consor- 
tium of A1 Ahli Bank of Kuwait. 
Kuwait Real Estate bank, the 
Commercial bank of K uwai t and 
the Kuwaiti offshore group. 
Pearl Holdings. The rest of the 
capital came from the “Credit 
Commercial et Industrie!" Bank 
of Paris. 



Plan to set up common Gulf market 


Kuwait stock market stable: Khorafi 


KUWAIT'S Finance Minister 
Jassem Al Khorafi yesterday 
expressed optimism over the 
current situation of Kuwaiti 
economy but attacked joint Arab 
economic organisations and 
attributed the sljgnanl world 
economic situation to the policy 
of the United Slates. 

in an interview with a local 
daily, the Kuwaiti minister rejec- 
ted any present deadlock in the 
Kuwaiti market, stressing lhai 
the local real estate market has 
been revived and the stock 
market is stable while economic 
associations are developing. 

Af KhoralT noted, however, 
that current situations in the 
region are complicated and 
strongly associated with the 
economic situation here. “In 
another country", he added. 


“situation could have been 
worse. Slock exchange market 
would have been closed down 
hut wc in Kuwait continued." 

Drop 

Kuwaiti economic establish- 
ments suffered a drop in their 
assets, disturbance in their struc- 
tures and anomalies in their 
departments but all that have 
been cured. Al Khorafi affirmed. 

Meanwhile, he expressed hope 
for the establishment of a com- 
mon Gulf market through the 
Gulf Cooperation Council econ- 
omic agreement. 

Concerning Kuwaiti invest- 
ments in the United States. 
Britain. Japan and Asia he said 
that "they stand on a good foun- 
dation." 

Commenting on the current 
economic situation in Asiu. he 



Af Khorafi 


He also talked of the world 
economic problem saying it is 
very much connected with US 
policy. The US will go through 
the election year shortly and tms 
will delay any clear-cut resolu- 
tions on the issue adding that 
industrial countries will start to 
fed I he negative outcome of the 
present US situation and will 
trea L this matter by finding realis- 
tic solutions. 

Workers 


said that it is a result of the 
American economic situation 
wh>ch suffers frosn a trade 
deficit, particularly with Japan 
w hich is keen to survive in Asia in 
order to use its markets to gel 
through indirectly to US mark- 
et*. 


In the meantime. Al Khorafi 
expressed dissatisfaction over 
the present situation of joint 
Arab economic organisations, 
pointing out. "we expanded 
these organisations without suf- 
ficient si Ldy and this is due to the 
past economic boom." 

He indicated that the work in 


some organisations contradicted 
with that in the other, in addition 
Lhal some organisations were 
exploited by their workers who 
benefited from some. privileges 
like customs exemplionsand free 
exchange of hard currency. 

But the Kuwaiti official hoped 
that such corruption would be 
examined thoroughly in meet- 
ings of the Arab League econ- 
omic council and the eight-man 
committee. 

The eight-man committee w as 
formed more than two years ago 
to follow this issue. It includes in 
its membership Arab experts 
who are not officials in such 
organisations. 

Al Khorafi hopes that the 
committee would reach suitable 
decisions during its extraordin- 
ary’ meeting next July. 


Sharp rise in shipments of manufactured goods 



row again by 4pc, says GATT 


Preparations 


for 4th Arab 
energy meeting 


BAGHDAD, Feb 28. (Opeena): 1 
Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Raheem Al Chalabi met Dr 
Abdul Aziz Al Wattari, acting 
secretary general of the Organ- 
isation of Arab Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (Oapec), 
last week to review final prepara- 
tions for the fourth Arab energy 
conference opening here on 
March 14. 

Al Wattari, who was on a visit 
here, delivered a lecture at the 
llth course in basic petroleum 
and gas industry which began 
early last week. 

Development 

At the last meeting of the 
follow-up committee, Al Wattari 
declared that integrated and 
balanced pan-Arab develop- 
ment could only be achieved if 
optimum and economic use was 
made of energy sources and 
proper attention was paid to 
energy rationing and diversifica- 
tion of the sources of energy. 

He explained that the con- 
ference would discuss all aspects 
of energy, including resources, 
supply and demand. A compre- 
hensive review was also made of 
the oil industry and the latest 
exploration and production 
technologies. 


GENEVA.. Feb 28. (Reuter): 
International trade, led by a 
sharp rise in shipments of man- 
ufactured goods, grew by four 
per cent last year and seemed set 
to match that rate again in 1988. 
the world trade body GATT 
reported today. 

The forecast was made “bar- 
ring a further upheaval in finan- 
cial markets or a serious reces- 
sion in the United States," the 
annual report by economists of 
the General Agree men t on 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) said. 

The 1987 growth rate of four 
per cent marked a slight 
improvement on the 3.5 percent 
in the previous year, and was the 
second strongest an. ual increase 
this decade. 

Confidence 

Damage to consumer and 
investor confidence after the' 
stock market crisis of last 
October appeared less severe 
than originally forecast, the 
report said.. 

"Developments in world slock 
markets since October do not 
seem to have had any immediate 
adverse effect on world trade,” 
Richard Blaekhurst. GATT 
chief economist, told Reuters. 

Expansion 

Rather, available data sugges- 
ted that Ihejump in merchandise 
trade in the fourth quarter Of 
1987 exceeded the average rise 
for the first three quarters. 

The value of merchandise 
exports last year leapt by 15.5per 
cent io a record $2,450 billion. 
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This reflected trade expan- 
sion, as well as an increase in the 
value of the US currency and 
higher dollar prices for 
petroleum and other primary 
commodities, the report said. 

Referring to the huge US 
current account deficit and sur- 
pluses in Japan and West Ger- 
many. the, report .said: "If. 1988. 
secs progress in reducing the 
large current account imbalan- 
ces, there would be an added 
boost to investor confidence in 
the functioning of the world 
economy.” 

The increase in the volume of 
world commerce in 1987 was led 
by a five percent increase in trade 
in manufactures, against 3.5 per 
cent the previous years. 


Exports of agricultural 

f iroducts rose by an estimated 
bur percent in volume — after a 
one percent decline in 1986 — for 
the strongest gain on a volume 
basis since 1981. 

Decline 

‘These two developments 
more than offset a marginal 
decline in trade in mining 
products in 1987," the report 
said. A drop in petroleum trade, 
due to a sharp recovery in prices, 
largely accounted for the decline 
in overall trade in mining’ 
products. 

Global agricultural produc- 
tion declined by an estimated 
three percent — for the first time 
since 1 950. This was partly due to 
lower market prices, lower sup- 


port prices and supply control 
measures for cereal and dairy 
products in some nations. 

Japan and China increased 
Lheir agricultural imports sub- 
stantially, the GATT economists 
said, but gave no figures. 

US import of manufactured 
goods slowed in 1987, the report 
a.dded, but, again ggye,no figpfe. 
The growth rate i.i merchandise 
trade increased by a modest 2.5 
per cent against a whopping 1 1 
percent the previous year. 

Imports 

US exports rose by 1 1.5 per 
cent in volume. 

West German imports of mer- 
chandise expanded by 5.5 per 
cent, against 6.5 the previous 
year, while exports rose by three 


per cent against 1.5 per cent in 
1986. 

Import volumes expanded 
rapidly in Portugal and Spain, 
new members of the 1 2-member 
European Economic Commun- 
ity. 

Preliminary data indicated sig- 
' ni (leant declines in import 
■ volumes; in Norway. Denmark 
and Australia. 

Japan had a moderate 1.5 per 
cent drop in export volume, and a 
seven per cent growth ofimports, 
the report said. 

The volume of exports and 
imports of four other Asian 
nations — Hong Kong South 
Korea, Singapore and Taiwan — 
as a group each increased by 
more than 20 per cent. 



s likely to fall further 


NEW YORK. Feb 28. (Reuter): 
Crude oil prices, which fell by 
around a dollar a barrel last 
week, could slide another 50 
cents in (he coming week due to 
abundant world supplies, 
analysts say. 

The US benchmark grade of 
crude oil. West Texas Inter- 
mediate, closed at a 1988 low on 
Friday at $15.78 a barrel for 
April contracts traded on (he 
New York Mercantile Exchange 
(NYMEX). Over the past week, 
the April contract lost 92 cents a 
barrel. 

"Crude prices could Tall to the 
SI 5 to $1 5.50a barrel range in the 
short-term. Al lhal poi/tl there 
may be renewed interest to buy." 
said Ray Marchica. oil futures 
analyst with US-based Cargill 
Investor Services. 

In Europe, widely traded 
Brent field crude from the North 


Sea Brent ended on Friday at 
SI 4.47 a barrel for immediate 
delivery — its lowest since 
November, 1986 — and $14.95 
for April contracts. The Brent 
spot price had started last Mon- 
day around $ 1 5.65. 

Marchica and other US 
analysts said, however, they did 
not expect either a major slide in 
prices or any extreme over- 
production from the 13-member 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (Opec) in 
the short-term. 

"There won’t be a wholesale 
crash in prices as in 1986. We 
won't see SI 2 a barrel oil,” Mar- 
chica said. In mid- 1 986, crude . 
prices touched $4 a barrel on a 
glutted market. 

But analysis said lhal when 
prices could not decisively move 
back above the $16 mark, tech- 
nical. chart-related factors 


pulled the market down further. 
"This week's bearish tendency is 
linked to rumours of Opec over- 
production and the report of 
large consumer stocks," said Ste- 
phen Plait futures analyst with 
Dean Winer Renolds lac. 

Last Wednesday, the US 
Energy Information Adminis- 
tration reported US crude oil 
slocks rose 8.5 million barrels, 
which came as a surprise to the 
market after the American 
Petroleum Institute reported a 
J.9 million barrel fa II for the 
same week. 

Reason 

Traders said the ElA's figures 
were alarming because much of 
the inventory growth was in the 
US Gulf of Mexico coast where 
the US refining indusiry is cen- 
tred. 

“The El A figures were as good 
a reason as any for this week's 


softer prices," said Marchica. 
"But there's been a lot of restless- 
ness and frustration down on the 
(NYMEX) floor by locals to see 
prices break in some direction 
after they hovered near $1 7 for so 
long." 

“Locals” are independent oil 
traders who buy and sell for their 
own accounts, often buying con- 
tracts in the morning and selling 
them in the afternoon. Adding to 
the selling pressure were reports 
and rumours of increased Opec 
production. 

Japanese oil industry sources 
said Opec production might turn 
out to have been 18 million 
barrels per day in February, and 
the London-based securities firm 
of Kleinwort Grieveson 
Securities estimated that early 
February Opec output was a bout 
17.7 million bpd, up from 17.2 
million bpd in January. 


Indonesia gets 
$110m in ifad 


assistance 

JAKARTA, F :b 28, (Opeena): 
During the past eight yers Indon- 
esia received about $1 JO million 
in financial assistance from the 
Rome-based Internationa] Fund 
for Agricultural Development 
(Ifad), according to figures 
released by the United Nations 
Information Office here. 

The I fad assistance was used to 
fund cattle raising programme 
for small fanners in various parts 
of the Sumalera island. 

The UN office said that the 
increase in milk production, one 
of the goals of the programme, 
increased the fanner’s income 
■and promoted the health situa- 
tion in rural areas. 

Financed by Opec countries in 
cooperation wiLh OECD 
nations, Ifad has extended about 
S10 billion in financial assistance 
to help raise the living standards 
of poor farmers. 


Indian corporate investment may now slow down 


Overall increase in GNP unlikely to exceed modest 1.5pc 


NEW DELHI. Feb28: 11 will bea 
tightrope walk for Finance Mini- 
ster Narayan Datl Tiwari when 
he presents the Indian budget for 
1988-89 to Parliament 
tomorrow. 

The economy and government 
finances have come under a lot of 
stress over the lasl year. Drought, 
which hits the economy wilh 
increasing severity every seven lo 
eight years now, has led to a sharp 
decline in agricultural produc- 
tion. 

The growth in industrial 
production appears to be slo wing 
down and the overall increase in 
GNP is unlikely lo exceed a 
modest 1.5 per cent. At the same 
time . inflation appears to be 
climbing lo double digit heights, 
according to Business India. 

This slowdown in economic 
growth will in turn hit govern- 
ment revenues in a year when 
expenditure has been rising on 
several fronts. 

Apart from the usual burgeon- 
ing expenses on subsidies, 
interest and defence, the last year 
has also witnessed a sharp rise in 
drought relief expenditures, the 


heavy cost of the Indian Army’s 
increasing involvement in Sri 
Lanka and a jump in the salaries 
of government employees roll- 
owing the Fourth Pay Commis- 
sion's award. 

So even though Prime Mini- 
ster Rajiv Gandhi categorically 
slated last year that “the deficit is 
high and I do not like it,” it seems 
virtually impossible that his 
promise of curbing it at Rs 5.688 
crones for 1 987-88 can be kepi. 

The deteriorating stale of 
government finances, as 
indicated by mounting bud- 
getary deficits and market borr- 
owings. may soon reach crisis 
proportions. 

Policy 

In recent years, the govern- 
ment has been unable to meet 
even its current lor non-capital) 
expenditure from its current 
revenues. The government's 
paper on long term fiscal policy 
had frankly admit ted the dangers 
of this "negative balance of 
current revenue” in slowing 
public investments in key sector* 
of the economy and resolved to 
correct the situation by curbing 



N.O.Thrari 

expenditure and improving the 
surplus generation of the public 
sector enterprises through higher 
efficiency. 

“But today, the long term fis- 
cal policy seems to have been 
forgotten and little has been done 
io improve the efficiency of 
government-owned enterpr- 
ises.” says u senior executives! a 
financial institution. 

Unable to make the public sec- 


tor yield more savings, the gover- 
nment has been resorting to lar- 
ger and larger “market” borrow- 
ings from a captive banking sec- 
tor to finance its burgeoning 
expenditure. 

“The government appears to 
be heading towards an internal 
debt crisis." warns M. K. Datta 
Chaudhury. director. Delhi 
School of Economics. “And 
there is little room for curbing 
expenditure.” A recent Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) study also 
shows lhal if the mindless borr- 
owing continues, then by the 
early nineties, the debt service 
obligations of the government 
may well exceed its capacity to 
borrow. 

On the taxation front, there is 
little scope to increase or widen 
indirect taxes. In fact, if the high 
cost, low quality economy is to be 
replaced by one that is more 
efficient and competitive, 
indirect luxes, particularly cus- 
toms duties, will have lo be 
gradually reduced and rational- 
ised over a period of time. 

As Datta Chaudhury puls it. 
"Indirect taxation is already too 


high. Today it must be used 
primarily for providing incen- 
tives and disincentives to guide 
production and investment 
along desirable lines and not for 
additional resource mobilisa- 
tion.” 

Scope 

As far as direct taxes are con- 
cerned , ther may be some sqope 
for widening the tax base to 
include at least a pan of rural 
incomes as well as urban incomes 
that ma nage to escape the tax neL 
"There is a lot of taxable 
income generated by traders, 
shopkeepers and small business 
establishments, but the govern- 
ment has not yet concentrated 
seriously on tioting it,” says H. P. 
Nanda, chairman. Escorts Ltd. 

"instead, it has been too 
preoccupied with taxing organ- 
ised business.” However, such an 
effort is beset with meth- 
odological problems, adminis- 
trative difficulties and, of course, 
a lack of political will. 

While the scope for raising 
more revenues is severely limited, 
there is also little man- 
oeuvrability in curbing expen- 


diture. Over three-fourths of the 
current revenues of the govern- 
ment is eaten away by interest 
payments (on the mounting 
interna] debt), subsidies (mainly 
to well-off farmers and to the 
poor as well as nol-so-poor con- 
sumers of foodgraias) and 
defence expenditure. 

According to datacompiled by 
the Centre for Monitoring the 
Indian Economy (CM IE), the 
gross sales of 709 companies that 
released their results between 
February 1 987 and January 1 988 
were up by 1 3 per cent, but their 
gross profits increased only by 3 
per cent and the net profit 
declined by 6 per cent. 

But the gross fixed asset for- 
mation by these companies was 
growing apace at a healthy 33 per 
cent. 

However, there is concern 
among financial circles that cor- 
porate investment may now slow 
down in view of the squeeze on 
profits last year. 

Even though the growth raleof 
industrial production may have 
slowed down, a 7 to 8 per cent 
(Cont>n:,eu -_n Page 11) 
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US oil companies plan 
to invest more in 1988 


NEW YORK, February 28, (Xinhua): l ; S oil companies which 
have slashed expenditures over the last six years, plan to boost 

their budget in 1 988 to capitalise on the promising oil boom ahead, 

the Oil and Gas Journal said in its latest issue. 

The oil companies plan to increase their combined annual 
spending by 12 per cent over 1987, to a total of $29.72 1 billion, the 
journal said. The increase reverses the recurring spending stump 
since 1981, when the oil industry pumped only $28,943 billion into 
exploration, production and refining facilities. 

Out of the increased budget for 1988. about $18 billion will go 
to exploration and production, and die rest to refining and 
marketing, the journal said. The major reason behind the capital 
spending bike is that (he outlook for crude oil prices iu the coming 
years is brighter. Most US energy specialists predict a strong 
recovery for petroleum consumption and prices in the 1990s. Oil 
prices on the international market have plunged by almost 50 per 
cent over the last few years. Currently, the crude ofl price is 
hovering between $16 and 17 per barrel. 

The journal also said a portion of the increased outlay wfll be 
diverted to foreign countries which offer lower production costs 
and richer unidentified reserves. In 1988, 35 major US oil 
companies are expected to increase their spending overseas by 17 
per cent. The amount devoted to drilling and production alone will 
reach $7.6 billion. 


Ford earns record profits 


FORD Motor Company net income for 1987 was a record $4.6 
billion or 59.05 per share, chairman Donald E Petersen and vice 
chairman Harold A Poling announced last week. Compared with 
1986, earnings were up more than $13 trillion or 4] per cent and 
per share results improved by $2^9. (Per share results reflect the 
two-for-one stock split distributed ou January' 12, 1988). World- 
wide dollar sales in 1 987 were a record $7 1 .6 billion, up 1 4 per cent 
from 1986. Factory unit sales were 6,1 15,000. up 131,000 units 
from last year, “lie entire Ford team deserves the credit for the 
company’s success,” said Petersen and Poling. The joint effort by 
employees, suppliers and dealers in bringing the consumer high- 
quality, value-for-money products was the key to 1987 results. 

The new Lincoln Continental is off to a strong start and will be 
followed this year by a procession of outstanding new products, 
induding the restyled Ford Escort and the new Ford Probe. Ford 
Tbimdertrird and Mercury Cougar in North America, the new 
Sierra RS Cosworth In Europe and a new Falcon in Australia and 
New Zealand.” 

In the United States, Ford’s earnings of $3.441 million in 1987 
were op $981 million from 1986, reflecting higher car and track 
market shares and continued improvements in manufacturing 
cost efficiencies. Partial offsets were lower US industry volumes, 
costs to develop and introduces new products, and higher market- 
ing costs. 

Ootsde the United States, the company earned $1,184 million, 
$359 million higher than in 1986. Higher profits to Europe and 
Asia-Pacific were offset partially by less favourable results in 
Latin America. In Europe, record industry volumes, higher 
market shares and operating efficiencies contributed to the 
improvement. In Asia-Pacific the earnings increase reflected 
higher profits throughout die region. In Latin America weak 
economic conditions in Brazil and start-up costs for Antolatina 
(Ford’s joint venture with Volkswagen in Brazil and Argentina) 
adversely affected 1987 results.' 


Abu-Ghazaleh for W. Germany 


THE president of the Arab Society of Certified Accountants 
"Jordan” TaJal Abu-Ghazaleh will leave today for Dusseldorf. 
West Germany, heading Asca’s first delegation to the board 
meeting of the International Accounting Standards Committee 
(lasc) that will be held from March! to 5. The participation in this 
international body, which is the highest authority for setting and 
developing accounting standards worldwide, is one of Asca’s 
major achievements. Asca was elected to the board of the lasc 
during the last Ifac's International Congress, in Tokyo in 
October 1967 with (he participation of99 accounting bodies from 
74 countries. 

The Arab Society of Certified Accountants (Asca) “Jordan” 
anas through its participation in die board of this internationally 
important committee to establish an effective Arab presence. 
Asca delegates include: Fouad Alacddin of Arthur Anderson & 
CO. and Munir Al Borno ofTalal Abu-Ghazaleh & Co . The Board 
wfll discuss the formation of a subcommittee for the harmonisa- 
tion of application of accounting standards worldwide and the 
(dan for the coming fiveyears. 


India to buy Pakistani cotton 


ISLAMABAD, Feb 28, (Xinhua): India has shown willingness to 
purchase 400,000-500,000 bales of cotton from Pakistan on cash 
payment baas, Akbar Ali Hashwani, chairman of the Karachi 
Cotton Association, recently said that be would lead a delegation 
to risit India by the first week of March to talk over the matter 
with Indian officials. He said India is very much keen to buy 
Pakistan's cotton. According to a telephone message, India has 
already transacted a deal for 75,000 bales of Pakistan cotton 
from international merchants. India used to buy Pakistan cotton 
before 1965 when the two neighbouring countries were at war over 
disputed territory. The deal had been stopped until 1985 when 
India purchased 85,000 bales of cotton from Pakistan. Hashwani 
said that besides India, China and the Soviet Union are in line for 
buying Pakistan's cotton. A Pakistani team will visit Beijing ou 
March 15 to talk about cotton sale. A Soviet team is to visit 
Pakistan shortly to finalise a cotton deal with Pakistan. Pakistan 
is expecting to produce more than 1L5 million bales of cotton rhk 
year. 


Export revenue on the rise 


ANKARA, Fdt 2^(Xinhua): Turkey's per capita export revenue 
rose to $195 in 1987 from $65 in 1980, an increase of 200 per 
cent, Turkish “Daily News” reported here today. Quoting a 
report from Turkish Foreign Trade Association (TurktradeL the 
re !£ rted thal Trey’s exports rose from five per cent of the 
GNP to 17 per cent in the period between I960 and 1987. Turkey 
has a popalation of52 million, according to official figures and its 
total exports in 1987 reached $10.2 bflfion, setting aTeconl in its 
Tarkey s ex P °rts now account for 03 per cent of total 

woraexgKHls as agaott 0.1 per cent in 198Q, the report said. The 

Tnrkfrade report said although the country’s exports showed 
surtHtevetopmeats, they have not yet become stabilised. 

trade regulation^ the ^government always tenttedto decrease 
incentives on exports after periods ofhigfa export performances, it 


Japan’s economy growing 

TOKYO, Feb 28^UPI); Fuelled by the government's $46 billion 

JzJPSJ S * nko Sh ™ } ** newspaper reported 
today. The growth rate compares with 2^perccSml98^^ 

S0W ? : * S “ *** EC 0 **®* Planning Agency, 


government in May to stimulate domestrc dem 
fond was earmarked for public works projects. 








UK GDP growth quickens 
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avert US recession fear 
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THERE were a number of data 
releases this week, the most 
important of which was the 
fourth quarter real US GNP 
growth figure which was revised 
up to 4.5 per cent which was 
lower than expected and caused 
the dollar to weaken slightly 
from the DM1.70 and Y129.50 
peak it had touched prior to the 
announcement, according to 
National Bank of Kuwait's 
weekly market report. 

On addition the US unit har- 
dly reacted to the Humphrey- 
Hawkins testimony before con- 
gressional committee by Alan 
Greenspan, chairman of the 
Federal Reserve Board. His 
speech was as expected and con- 
finned that he was happy with 
the dollar's present level that the 
US had turned the comer on 
trade and that the money supply 
targets would be set at 4.8 per 
cent. The fall of 2.8 per cent in 
January's durable goods orders 
did not move the US unit either. 

Treasury Budget was in sur- 
plus by $16.09 billion in January . 
(the fourth month of the 1988 
fiscal year), compared to a rev- 
ised deficit of $2.12 billion in 
January 1987. The market had 
only anticipated $10.8 billion 
surplus. The December 1987 
deficit was also revised to $24.22 
billion. January's surplus brings 
the governments total deficit this 
fiscal year to $65.8 1 billion, from 
$66.29 billion in the same four 
months of the 1987 fiscal year. 
The expected total 1988 deficit is 
currently estimated to be $146.7 
billion. 

Durable Orders fell by 2.8 per 
cent in January to a seasonally- 
adjusted figure of $112.23 
billion. This was the first mon- 
thly drop since November when 
orders supped by O.J per cent and 
the largest decline since January 
1987 when they fell 8 per cent 
The market had been expecting a 
slightly bigger drop of 2.9 per 


MerchandiseTrade Deficit fell 
to $40.17 billion in October to 
December fourth quarter from a 
revised record deficit of $40.37 
billion in the third quarter: It was 
the first narrowing of a quarterly 
deficit since the second quarter of 
1986. 

Revised Real GNP increased 

4.5 per cent in the fourth quarter 
although this was the largest rise 
since a 5.4 per cent increase in the 
first quarter of 1986 and greater 
than the 4.2 per cent increase 
estimated a month ago, it was 
lower than the market expecta- 
tion of 5.3 per cent. 

Increase 

CPI as expected rose a season- 
ally-adjusted 0.3 per cent in Jan- 
uary following a 0.2 per cent 
increase in December. Increases 
in shelter costs, medical care and 
entertainment were the- main 
reasons for this rise. 

Personal Income rose 0.3 per 
cent, i.e $12.2 billion, in January 
to a seasonally-adjusted annual 
rate of $3878.6 billion. This 
increase followed a 0.7 per cent 
rise and a revised 0.4 per cent in 
November. This rise was slightly 
below the market forecast of 0.4 
percent. 

Personal Consumption Spen- 
ding rose 0.3 per cent in January 
following a revised 0.7 per cent 
increase in December and a 0.5 
per cent gain in November. This 
was again lower than the expec- 
ted 0.5 per cent forecast. 

There are still no clear signals 
of the general drift in the econ- 
omy despite the release of a num- 
ber of economic indicators this 
week. Thedollarweakened sligh- 
tly following news of the revised 
upward estimate for fo.urth quar- 
ter economic growth but general 

However,*^ ?he leading 
indicators released on Tuesday 
of next week should give a stron- 
ger sign of the general trend alth- 
ough the advantage of the 


weaker dollar is th.*tit will help to 
avert fears of a US recession. 

Alan Greenspan's comments 
this week increased speculation 
that US inflation wifi remain 
subdued and helped spark a 
bond market rally. 

Forecast 

He confirmed that the US cen- 
tral bank eased its monetary 
policy a few weeks ago to red uce 
short-term interest rates. The 
Fed is forecasting that growth in 
real gross national product this 
year will be in the range of 2-2.5 
percent. 

■ - Sterling was unaffected by the 
news that UK GDP output 
increased by 1 per cent because it 
was within the forecast range, 
although there were suggestions 
that the growth rate is likely to 
continue at quite a strong rate 
following the data release. 

TireCBI monthly survey was 
optimistic indicating continued 
growth and strong exports 
which, together with the weak- 
ness of the dollar, helped sterling 
gain support. 

During the week the UK unit 
hovered just below DM3.00 and 
continued to benefit from 
favourable interest rate differen- 
tials whilst most attention was 
focussed on the sterling and the 
market awaited the release of 
today's UK trade figures. 

GDP (output) rose by a prov- 
isional 1 per cent in the fourth 
: quarter or 1 987 over the third 
quarter to give a year-on-year 
growth of 5.26 per cent between 
the last quarter of 1986 and 1987. 

This compares with a gain of 
.2.1 per cent in the third quarter 
over the second and was higher 
than the market forecast of 0.5 
percent. 

Output data is usually con- 
sidered the most reliable measure 
of short-term GDP changes. 

With so little economic data 
released this week the UK 
market is now keenly awaiting 


today's trade balance and 
current account figures. 

A minor improvement is 
expected which should ensure a 
base rate hike is highly unlikely 
short-term, particularly in view 
of the dose proximity of the' UK 
budget on March 1 5. 

Signs of a slowing trend in the 
economic growth pattern were 
supported by figures showing 
construction orders fell by 30 per 
cent during the last three months 
of last year compared with the 
previous three months, although 
orders for the year as a whole 
increased by 3D per cent 

In addition, the longer-term 
economic indicator which looks 
a year ahead suggests the rate of 
growth moderate around the 
middle of the year. 

Buoyant 

However. UK output rose by 
nearly 5 per cent last year which 
was the fastest growth rate since 
1973, and although the pace of 
growth decelerated in the last few 
months, the overall indication is 
that the economy has remained 
buoyant in spite of the October 
crash. Unfortunately, this did 
not help dispel nervousness 
about overheating although the 
pound's strength against the DM 
kept fears at bay of higher bank 
base rates in the near future. 

This week a fall in January's 
producer prices seemed to 
provide the DM with some sup- 
port. In addition, the Finance 
Minister Gerhard Stoltenbeig, 
said again that there was no more 
room for movement of the fiscal 
side in order to stimulate the 
domestic economy. 

Surplus 

He believes that private con- 
sumption will continue to 
increase as will real income 
levels. 

West Germany's total trade 
surplus widened to a record 
DM117.57 bn in 1987 from 


DM112.7 billion mainly due to 
an improvement in the terms of 
trade. Exports rose 19 per cent 
and imports increased 5.4 per 
cent in volume terms. 

However, its trade surplus 
with the US declined by 15 per 
cent in 1987 which indicates that 
the trade imbalance between the 
two countries is being corrected 
due to the lower dollar. Although 
the lower import figure was 
caused by the US unit's steep 
decline. West Germany imports 
of US goods were actually higher 
in volume terms. 

In contrast. 1 West Germany's 
trade surplus with the European 
Economic Community rose 
sharply by 20 per cent to DM62 
billion. The EEC countries take 
just over 50 per cent of West 
German exports compared to the 
1 0 per cent to the US. 

Economic news from Japan 
this week continues to highlight 
the success of Japan's efforts to 
boost its domestic economy, 
whilst restraining the growth of 
its exports in order to bring it 
more into line with its trading 
partners. 

Retail sales rose 7.1 percent in 
January following a 6.1 per cent 
rise m December from a year 
earlier. In addition, Japan’s lead- 
ing economic indicator, which 
moves in advance of general 
business conditions, stood at 
72.7 in December. The critical 
“boom or bust” 50 mark has now 
been exceeded for 1 2 consecutive 
months since January 1987 and 
stood at 75.0 in November. 

However. Japan’s money sup- 
ply growth rate accelerated in 
January by 11.9 per cent, (10.4 
per cent faster than December), 
which is liable to give rise to ren- 
ewed concern about inflation 
because December's downward 
trend has been reversed. 

The Bank of Japan has recen- 
tly been adopting a passive mon- 
etary stance in order to prevent 
any further rise of the yen. 


Dollar seen drifting down Squeeze in nickel 

Tokyo shares in sight of record sends prices soaring 
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LONDON, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Japanese share values were 
poised this week to testa 27-year- 
old record for consecutive dally 
rises, making the other major 
markets in London and New 
Y ork seem indecisive by compar- 
ison since last October’s crash. 

Financial analysts, mean- . 
while, Saw the' dollar edging' 
lower over the next couple of 
weeks in theabsenceof any major 
economic statistics until US 
trade figures for January come 
out on March 17. Gold and oil 
prices also tumbled last week. 

Currency dealers expected a 
gradual dollar drift with foreign 
exchanges featureless and trad- 
ing in tight ranges. 

The dollar ended in New York 
on Friday at 1.6895 West Ger- 
man marks and 1 28.35 Japanese 
yen after finishing in London 
earlier at 1.6890 marks and 
1 28.20 yen, slightly down on the 
week. 

"We are not going to get dif- 
ferent levels in a rush,” said one 
London dealer on Friday. 

Dealer 

"This is such an inconsequen- 
tial market, you can’t read much 
of anything into it,” said a New 
York dealer. “It’s a quiet Friday 
and we're hovering around key 
levels.” 

Half-day share trading in 
Tokyo on Saturday took Lhe 
Nikkei Average up another 
1 19.69 points to 25,284.87 — its 
13th consecutive rise and to 
within 5.1 per cent of its record 
hi gh of 26,646.43 set last October 
14 just before the global crash. 

The market's record of 14 
straight daily gains was set from 
December 21, i960, to January 
11, 1 961. when the Nikkei put on 
8.94 per cenL 

Its 13-day rise so far in 
February has been 6.8 per cent, 
helped by what dealers called 
recent dollar stability, good 


Ratio of Stock Investments to Individual 
Financial Assets 
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LONDON. Feb 28i (Reuter): 
The London Metal Exchange 
(LME) yesterday limited the 
amount traders may charge each 
other to borrow nickel as an 
extremely tight market. in the 
metal sent prices soaring. . . 
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domestic economic growth and 
promising company profits. 

London and New York, 
however, have failed to win back 
nearly asmuch of the ground that 
they lost when the October 19 
crash on Wall Street put the skids 
under world share values. 

Booming 

Despite new figures indicating 
Britain's economy is booming, 
London's FTSE index of. 100 
leading shares faltered on Friday 
to close 10.2 points down at 

1,766.5 after gaining 52.6 points 
in the previous four trading days. 

That left it 27.7 per cent olTits 
all-time high of 2,443.4 set last 
July 1 6 and just over 200 points 
up on its post-crash low of 
1 .565.2 on November 9. 

In New York, the Dow Jones 
.industrial average is above 2,000 
for the fourth spell since the 


crash, but a sharp 22-point fall 
last Thursday erased most of its 
gains last week. It ended just 8.62 
points up on the week, including 
a gain of 5.64 on Friday, at 
2,017.57. 

Record 

That was almost 26 per cent 
beldw its record of 2,722.42 last 
August 25 , but still 280 points up 
on its "Black Monday" levels of 
1,738.41 on October 19. 

Tokyo financial analysts see 
the dollar taking a bumpy ride in 
March with its support level shif- 
ting downward to around 125- 
1 26 yen because of expectations 
that the January US trade figures 
on March 17 will show a bigger 
deficit than the previous two 
months — $13.2 billion in 
November and $12.2 billion in 
.December which both gave the 
dollar a boost 


Green said - traders could not 
charge more than $ 1 00 a tonne to 
lend nickel after charges up to 
$240 a tonne reported earlier in 
the week. 

In times of shortage traders 
cash in, making arrangements 
amongst themselves to cover 
operators who are short In 1985. 
just before a crisis halted LME 
trading in tin, the exchange set a 
limit how m uch could be charged 
to lend tin for one day. 

Earlier on Friday, the LME 
board met to consider whether 
. there might be an attempt to cor- 
ner the m arket but decided that a 
genuine shortage had caused the 
price rise of recent days. 

Later, the LME suspended the 
first afternoon trading session or 
"ring” as brokers offered to pay 
as m uch as $ 1 5,000 a ton ne but no 
one wanted to sell. 


A delayed second ring saw the 
metal traded at $10,000 and 
$11, 000 a tonne. 

The price has risen more than 
$1 .000 in two days and Friday's 
morning bids equated to $6.80 a 
pound, dose to record free 
iMMcet* leVels of 19 yeafris a'go; ' J ‘ 

Demand 

Nickel is mainiy used in mak- 
ing- stainless steel. Tor which 
demand has been unexpectedly 
strong recently following a 
period when producers cut sup- 
plies. Nations where nickel is 
mined include Australia, Can- 
ada, Cuba and the Soviet Union . 

Producers will be worried 
about the steep price rise. 

Walter Curlook, a vice- 

E resident oflnco Ltd. the world's 
iggesr nickel, producing com- 
pany with 34 per cent of the 
market, said in Frankfurt earlier 
this month that if nickel became 
too expensive it would be sub- 
stituted by cheaper metals. 

Stocks held in LME ware- 
houses had fallen to 2,754 tonnes 
at the end of the last week from 
4,584 tonnes at end-Dcoember. 


BANK SECTOR P.CLS LT 

-NATIONAL BANK 0.900 0.900 

-GULF BANK 0.350 0.345 

-COMMERCIAL BK 0.250 

-AHLI BANK 0.295 

-B.K.M.E 0.305 0.300 

-K.R.E.B. 0.350 

-BUR GAN BANK 0.250 0.2S0 

-K.F. HOUSE 0.485 

INVESTMENT SECTOR 

-KUT INV. CO. 0.204 

-K.F.T.C.l.C. O.210 

-K.I.I.C. 0.160 

-COM. FACILITIES 0.430 C.A25 

-AHLI AH INV. 0.000 

-I.F.A. 0.110 

-INV. PEARL KVT 0.106 

INSURANCE SECTOR 

-KVT INSURANCE 0.710 

-GULF INSURANCE 0.370 

-AHLI A INS. CO. 0.600 0.590 

-UARSA INS. CO. 0.485 

REAL EST SECTOR 

-KUT R.EST. CO. 0.248 

-UNI R.EST. CO. 0.118 

-NAT R.EST. CO. 0.232 

-SALHIAH R.E. 0.075 

-KWT PROJECTS 0.094 

-KVT R.E. I. CON 0.000 

INDUSTRY SECTOR 

-NAT IND. CO. 0.520 

-KVT M.P. IND. 0.290 

-KUT CEMENT CO. 0.238 

-REF. IND. CO. 0.380 

-N.A.H.T.CO. 0.000 

-GULF CABLE 0.970 

-K-PH.IND. CO. 0.126 

-C0NT. MARINE 0.350 

-K.SH.REP.CO 0.046 

SERVICES SECTOR 

-OVERLAND TRANS 0.080 

-K.N.C. CO. 0.218 

-KMT HOTELS CO. 0.174 

-P. WAREHOUSING 0.150 

-CCH.HKT.CMPX. 0.021 0.021 

-MOBILE TELE. 0.385 

-KMT COMPUTER 0.192 

FOOD SECTOR 

-LIVESTOCK T.T. 0.244 0.240 

-UNTO FISHERIES 0.140 

-UNTO POULTRY 0.238 

-KVT FOODS 0.305 

-AGRI .FOOD PRD. 0.150 

NON -KVT SECTOR 

-BHN. INTER. BK 0.074 0.074 

-BHN.M.EA5T.BK 0.049 

-UNTD.GULF BK 0.050 

-COAST INVEST. 0.093 

-A.G.INV.CORP 0.039 

-FIRST. GULF BK 0.870 

-B.K.I.G. 0.092 

KUWAIT STOCK EXCHANGE 
COMPANIES LISTED ON THE PARALLEL 
FINANCIAL SECTOR P.CLS LT 

-PEARL INV. CO. 0.098 

-GULF INV. CO. 0.041 

-GULF INTL INS 0.009 

-ARAB INT CO. 0.055 

-SHARJAH INS 0.000 

-GULF UNION INS 0.055 

INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 

B-GULF MEDICAL 0.016 

C-R.K. WHITE CMNT 0.019 

D-AJHAN CEMENT 0.007 

E- FUJAIRAH CEMT 0.009 

F-SHARJAH ‘CEMENT ’ O.Otl 

G-GULF CEMENT 0.014 

H-UMH QAIUAIN 0.020 
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KD deposit rates ease 


KUWAITI dinar deposit rates 
eased yesterday as the market 
reopened quietly after a three- 
day National Day holiday. 

Dealers expected high 
liquidity this week because KD 
75 million in three-month 
treasury bills mature on March 2. 

There are no new treasury bills 
or bond issues to absorb the 
excess, and the Central Bank on 
Sunday stopped bids for three- 
month deposits that had' drop- 
ped up rates for more than a week 
before the holiday. 

Bond 

The bank announced on 
Saturday a new treasury bond 
issue totalling KD 120 million 


for March 9 at interest ranging 
from 5 3/4 per cent for the two- 
year to 6 1/8 per cent for the five- 
year. 

The fixed periods were all 
quoted at five, 4 1 /2 percent from 
5 1 /4, five percent levels on Wed- 
nesday. Two-month dealt at 4 5/ 
8 per cent and six and 1 2-month 
at five per cent. 

The short dales were all 
offered at two per cent with no 
bids. 

Tbe Central bank dinar 
exchange rate was fixed at 
0.27572/82 to the dollar from 
0.27594/604 on Wednesday. 
Commercial banks quoted spot 
rates of around 0.27575/82. 


AL HI WE MINERALS 
AL-NISER EXCHANGE 
ALA-ADDIN COMPANY 
ARAB ALUMINUM IND. 
ARAB BANK 
ARAB CHEMICAL DTER 
ARAB FINANCE CMP. 
ARAB INSURANCE 
ARAB INT.INV/TRAD. 
ARAB INT .UNION INS 
ARAB INTER. HOTELS 
ARAB JQR/INVST/BK 
ARAB PAPER CON/TRD 
ARAB PHARNA.KANF. 
ARAB PHARKA/CHEM 
ARABIAN SEAS INS. 
SANK OF JORDAN 
BELGIUM INSURANCE 
CAIRO AMMAN BANK 
DAR AL SKAAB PRESS 
DAR ALDAVA DV/INV. 
DARCO/INVEST/HOUS. 
DEVELOP/ INVST/FAS. 

FINANCE/CREDIT/COR 
GENERAL INSURANCE 
GENERAL INVESTMENT 
GENERAL WINNING. 
HOLY LAM) INS. 

1 M> ./MATCH JEMCO 
INDSTRL DEVLPT BNK 
I MOST RL/COMH/AGR . 
INDUSTRIAL INVEST 
INTERHED/PETRO/CK 
INTERN. CON/I NV 
1RBID ELECTRICITY 
ISLAMIC INV. HOUSE 
J. PRESS FOUNDATION 
JERUSALEM INS. 

JO TOBACCO/C I GARET 
JOR CEMENT FACT. 
JOR CERAMIC FACTOR 
JOR EAGLE INS. 

JOR ELECTRIC POWER 
JOR FINANCE HOUSE 
JOR GLASS INDUSTRY 
JOR HOTEL TOURISM 
JOR INDUSTRY CHEH. 
JOR INS AND FIN. 
JOR LIKE AND BRICK 
JOR KAHAG/CONSULT 
JOR NATIONAL BANK 
JOR PAPER CAROBRDG 
JOR PHOSPHATE HINS 
JOR PIPES MANUFACT 
JOR PRESS/PUBLISH. 
JOR PRINTING/PACK. 
JOR ROCK WOOL IND. 
JOR SECURIT. CORP 
JOR TIMBER PROCES. 
JOR WOOD INDUSTRY 
JOR WORSTED MILL 
JOR. PETROL ZUH REF 
JOR. FRENCH INS. 

JOR. INV. FIN. CORP. 
JOR.KAU.OO.AGRE. 
JORDAN BREWERY 
JORDAN DAIRY 
JORDAN GULF BANK 
JORDAN GULF INS. 
JORDAN GULF REAL 
JORDAN INSURANCE 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BNK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN TANNING 
LIVESTOCk/POULTRT 
MAS INDUSTRIES 
MIDDLE EAST HOTEL 
MIDDLE EAST INS. 
MINERALS RESEARCH 
MAT. FIN. INVEST CO 
NAT /CABEL/WZ RE/MF 
NATIONAL AHLIA INS 
NATIONAL INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL PORTFOLIO 
NATIONAL STEEL 
NTNLSHIPPING LINE 
ORIENT DRY BATTARY 
PETRA BANK 
PETRA ENTERPRISES 
PETRA JOR. INS. 
PHILADELPHIA INS. 
RAFIA INDUSTRIAL 
REAL ESTATE INV. 
SPINING UEVING . 
THE HOUSING BANK 
UNITED INSURANCE 
UNIVERSAL CHEH. IND 
UNIVERSAL INS. 
WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 
YARNOUK INSURANCE 


OPNG CLSG 
0.79 0.79 
0.89 0.90 
1.33 1.33 
1.92 1.91 
118.5118.7 
4.30 4.30 
1.47 1.48 
1.00 1.00 


2.09 2.10 
0.35 0.35 
2.08 2.08 
0.76 0.75 
1.65 1.65 
16.3216.32 

1.00 0.95 

29.0030.00 
0.41 0.41 


2.39 2.63 
1.30 1.30 


1.02 1.03 
1.20 1.21 
0.93 0.95 
0.32 0.33 
13.8513.90 
1.80 1.79 


60.0060.00 
0.60 0.60 


0.50 0.50 
0.69 0.68 
0.80 0.80 
0.43 0.43 
0.93 0.93 
1.61 1.60 
2.50 2.50 
1.96 1.90 


Tiwari’s budgetary options severely limited 
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Three Latin American ambassadors accredited to Kuwait look part |nadl»^ionon 
Saturday evening on issues that divide and unite Latin America and the US. 

. are ambassadors Raymundo de Castro of Brazil, Rafael Osuna of Venezuela and Miguel 
,0uerl of Bolivia. The meeting, attended by businessmen from the US and Latin America, 
-mb organised by John Bauer (left) and hosted by Joe Anderson (right). 


(Continued from Page 10) 

increase for tbe whole year will be 
'no mean achievement 

Most businessmen, bureau- 
crats and economists are agreed 
that the government has perfec- 
ted "the art of drought relief and 
supply management” over the 
years. 

“This has helped cushion the 
adverse impact of drought on 
industrial production,” says N. 
Rad hakris h nan, economic adv- 
iser, National Council of Applied 
Economic Research. 

"Otherwise, if the essential 
needs of the people were not met 
through fair price .shops and 
drought relief works? inflation of 
agricut uraJ commodities would 
have been steeper and industry 
could have faced- a crippling 
demand recession.” 

According to Nitin Desai, of 
the Pl anning Commission, the 
public distribution system 

currently delivers around 1.2 

million tonnes of foodgrains a 
year. “This means that about 1 00 
million people are covered by fair 
price shops," he says. "In addi- 
tion, about 0 J million tonnes 
were distributed specifically for 
drought relief. 

Goods 

This impressive supply man- 
agement on the part of govern- 
ment ensured that the dan and 
for manufactured goods did not 
fall ail that much and prices did 
not rise even more in a difficult 
year." 

Apart from belter drought 
management, thefall in the share 
of agriculture in tola! CNP and 
the smaller weighiage of agro- 
based Indus tries in lhe new indus- 
trial production index has also 
reduced independence of indus- 
trial performance on ihni of 
agriculture. ■ 


The production of manufac- 
tured goods may also have been 
shored up by lhe star performer 
of the yean exports. 

In nominal terms, exports 
were up by an impressive 24.7 per 
cent during April to December 
1987. Even in dollar terms, the 
growth is impressive at 22.4 per 
cent. 

The target of Rs 1 3,800 crores 
for 1 987-88 is now expected to be 
exceeded by Rs 1,000 crores. In 
that case, the annual exports 
growth will be over 19 per cent 
compared with a 14 per cent rise 
last year. 

Imports, on the other hand, 
have grown much more slowly at 

13.5 per cent in nominal terms 
and 1 1 .5 per cent in dollar terms. 
If this trend, which started in 
1986-87 and has gained momen- 
tum this year, is sustained, it 
could vastly improve the current 
account deficit, contain the debt 
servicing ratio within managea- 
ble limits and help the govern- 
ment sustain the tempo ofliberal- 
isation of faster economic 
growth. 

However, there are a few areas 
ofconcem. One, there has been a 
deceleration in exports during 
November and December and a 
pickup in imports. Thus, in the 
first seven months, exports rose 
even faster at 27.2 per cent while 
imports grew more slowly at 11 .6 
percent. 

Performance 

Second, there is a sharp rise in 
imports this year compared to 
the small increase of 1 .5 per cent 
in 1986-87. If these trends have 
persisted from January 1988 
onwards, the tradedeficit may be 
only a little smaller than last 
year’s Rs 7,517 crores. 

Nevertheless, the export per- 
formance has beenquite remark- 
able. ‘.The export performance 


of the economy in the last two 
years is very encouraging," says 
Kalyan Banerji, chairman. 
Export Import Bank of India. 
“This is particularly so in the 
context or a negative world trade 
environment with increasing 
protectionist barriers." What 
appears to have brought about a 
surge in exports is a combination 
of measures and policies taken up 
in recent years. 

The effective devaluation of 
the rupee against major foreign 
currencies may have made many 
Indian products more com- 
petitive in world markets. 

The increase in fiscal incen- 
tives and procedural streamlin- 
ing for export production has 
also helped. And finally, the 
liberalisation of imports of 
capital equipment and raw 
materials for technology 
upgradation of industry as a 
whole, and of export production 
in particular, also appears to 
have played an importan t role (as 
is dear in tbe case of the leather 
industry). 

Financial ■ executives, mer- 
chant bankers and brokers are 
also looking to tbe government 
fora “helping hand" to revive the 
sagging slock markets. 

For more than a year now, 
stock priceshavestagna ted, trad- 
ing volumes have been abysmally 
low and investor confidence has 
.been at an ebb. 

There have been major 
regulatory interventions (ban on 
forward trading, “price con- 
trols” on shares) and market 
operations by the financial ins- 
titutions to prop up prices and 
public confidence. But nothing 
has helped. 

Ills true that the stock markets 
were overheated during the 
euphoria of 1985 and 1986. So a 
fall had to come. 


Today, the markets may 
appear unduly pessimistic but 
they also reflect the underlying 
economic and political uncer- 
tainties. 

In the last year, many compan- 
ies, some of which used to be blue 
chips, fared badly and found it 
difficult to meet even their debt 
service commitments. This was 
mainly the result of highly com- 
petitive market conditions 
brought about by a relaxation of 
licensing and import controls. 

Slump 

The slump in the capital mark- 
ets has naturally disappointed 
private business which has found 
a new large source of funds 
dependent of the government- 
owned financial institutions. 

And to make things worse, the 
public sector companies have 
been asked by the government to 
resort to the capital markets for 
funding their large investment 
programmes instead of depend- 
ing on budgetary supporL 

So in the last two years, these 
government-owned companies 
have mopped up large sums of 
money which could have been 
otherwise available to private 
sector companies. 

For the present, all eyes are on 
the budget. Against the back- 
drop of a difficult year, the fin- 
ance minister’s budgetary 
options are severely limited. 

Change 

Given the tight resource posi- 
tion, there's nolmuch hecan dole 
out in the form of lax reliefs of 
incentives. 

Given that the common man is 
bearing the bruntofinflation and 
reduced purchasing power, 
there's not much scope for a fur- 
ther dose of tax increases. 

Thus most businessmen, cor- 
porate executives and econ- 


omists do not expea any sig- 
nificant change in the pattern of 
revenues and expenditures of the 
government. The most common 
comment is: “There may be some 
small relief and some extra tax 
there.” Thus, in a certain sense, 
the budget has become a non- 
event. Says an economist, “Last 
year, the additional resource 
mobilisation by way of lax and 
other changes was only Rs 565 
crores out of the total budget tax 
revenue of over Rs 36,000 
crores." 

So what everybody is looking 
forward to are the qualitative 
changes and policy reforms that 
the budget may introduce. While 
these may not have significant 
revenue implications in the 
immediate future, they can cer- 
tainly have a positive psy- 
chological impact and shore up 
business confidence. 

For the business community is 
afraid that the government may 
slap on higher taxes and reduce 
fiscal incentives, given its parlous 
resource position and the need to 
protect populist image in a year 
of drought. 

There is little that can be done 
to reduce Lhe interest burden in 
the short run, even though there 
is talk in government Circles of 
further reducing interest rates to 
lower the cost of money, which 
would benefit the government 
and industry. 

Subsidies can be reduced but 
will not be politically acceptable 
in the face of the increasingly 
assertive “peasant power”, ana 
defence expenditure will keep ris- 
ing in view of the regional 
security perceptions. 

In short, the government 
appears to be caught in a vicious 
circle of poor resource genera- 
tion, high expenditure and 
mounting deficits. 
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TRANS AM 83 in good condition 
KD1450. Tele 3943925 after 2 pm. 

CAT3-41 182-3) 

MITSUBISHI Galant 84 model, 
white, in excellent condition. 
Owner leaving Kuwait for good. 
Tele. 4884196 from 2 pm. 

CAT3-41 188-2) 


ACCOMMODATION 


For Rent 


NEW flat super deluxe. CAC with 
tele, and private entrance. Suita- 
ble for a small family or lady. Tele. 
5633999 

(ATI-41 141-3) 


MISHR1F on the main road, Area 6. 
One floor of a villa, private 
entrance 3 bedrooms and 3 bath- 
rooms with big dining room. Rent 
KD500. Tele. 5390562. 2-8 pm. 

(AT3-41 181-3) 

MISHRF, deluxe, CAC, carpeted 
single storey villa comprising 4 
bedrooms. 3 bathrooms, living 
and dining area, large fitted kit- 
chen outside building, beautiful 
garden, covered car park and 
telephone. Rent KD650. Tele. 
5391720/5382783, t - 8 pm. 

(AT2-41 169-6) 


SALMIYA. furnished room for a 
single working girl or Indian/Pak- 
istani bachelors. Tele 5634802. 

(AT3-41 178-3) 

SALMIYA. behind the Salmiya 
fire station. One big independent 
room with separate kitchen with 
water and electricity for a family 
to share with an Indian family. KD 
60 only. Tele. Vipan Oberai, 
4740801. 

(AT3-41 1 83-3) 


Cars 


Miscellaneous 


SAAB 900 GLE 84 model, four 
doors. 6 1 ,000km, AC. dark green. 
In very good condition. Tele. 
Mousa, 242961 Z 2422086. From 
7.30 - 9 am, 3 - 4 pm. 

(AT3-41 186-2) 


CHEVROLET Blazer 79. KD500; 

new garden furniture. Atari game, 
computer for sale. Tele. 5387413, 
4-8pm. 

(AT2-41 173-2) 


FOR SALE 


RAT Croma. 1 987 model, metallic 
turquoise, 5 speed gears, full 
options, full insurance till July 88. 
Super condition. Tele. 3982742. 
after4pm. 

(AT2-41 1 32-3) 


Furniture 


DINING, centre and four side 
tables all top glass for KD40. Tele 
4834107, 8-10 am, 4-6.30 pm. 

(AT3-41180-2) 


Audi 200Turbo, 1 984. full options, 
sunroof. 43,000 km. black, in very 
good condition KD2450. Tele. 
Shakhtour. 5716473. 1*3 pm after 
6 pm. 

CAT2-41 164-3) 


SALWA, apartment with lounge. 
3 bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, fully 
furnished kitchen, built-in cooker 
and fridge. KD 300 per month, 
including water, electricity and 
maintenance. Carpets and cur- 
tains KD 375 ono. Tele. Mr 
Cooper. 2404268/70. 

(AT3-41 187-3) 


Available 


VARIOUS furniture items for 
immediate safe at throwaway 
prices. Tele Khokhar, 241981 5. 

(AT2-41 1 70-3) 


MERCEDES 230E, 1982, manual, 
white, in excellent condition 
KD1400 Tele. 4840198. 

(ATI -41 158-3) 


HOUSEHOLD equipment fridge, 
washing machine, gas-stove, 
showcase, sideboards, cup- 
boards TV and Sony stereo, 
Galant 86, owner leaving Kuwait 
Tele. 57571 13. 

(AT2-41165-3) 


KUWAIT City, above Hot Pot res- 
taurant. Burgen Building. 4th 
floor, Rat No. 48. Room available 
immediately for a family or 
bachelors. Contact Mercian Fer- 
nandes personally. 

(AT2-4 11502-2) 


FOR RENT 

Villa 


SALMIYA. close to Hawaii! Pass- 
port Office, one room with water, 
electricity and kitchen facilities, 
for a couple or two ladies to share 
with a family. KD. 65. Tele. 
2412923.9- 10 am. 

(AT3-41 185-2) 



Western style house, 
superb reception, 
garden view in quiet 
neighbourhood. 

For more details please 
Tel: 5339280, 5339281. 


Video Film 

International 0%^- 
40 films KD7 
55 films KD10 
80 films KD20 

Prices include all 
mdvies except Arabic 
movies. 

Tel. 4344290 
Juleeb Al Shiyoukh 


VACANCY 


PURCHASER 


1. Good command of English 

2. More than 5 years 
experience with local market 
in selling/buying by retail/ 
wholesale of building/const, 
materials & heavy equipment 
parts. 

3. Valid Kuwaiti driving license 

4. Transferable Residence. 


Please call 4837271 or 
4837281 to submit biodata. A 


Look at what you get I! 




Nice entrance/receptioa dining room, large lounge, newty- 
fflfed kitchen, large basement w/3 way access, 3/5 Brms 
+ 4 both rooms, laundry area + nanny's room, maid's 
qts x 2 rooms, kitchen + bath + carport. 

Well kept, practical size {layout, carpets throughout. 


BBM-.KD.800/-RqoHable 
Suite Encaflve/iHpiomrt 
To utoes 2438885 (Roy) 



PACKING & 


IV. 7:1 U I) la 


: ’ Contact 

AL SAWAN COMPANY W.L.L. 


Excellent and Dependable services by sea and air 
freight to any destination in the world. 


Shuwaikh Off. Tel. 4737723, 4734960, 4737983, 4740886. 
City Off. Tel. 2433356, 2413740. Fahaheet Off. 3927885 
Al Nugra Off. Tel. 2665520, 2665521.2634 772, 2657646 




’s. i'v~— — 


EXQUISITE 

ITALIAN 

DESIGNS 

at affordable prices 



Come in and see our new line 
of gold and precious jewellery 



Souk Al Watya Kuwait Telephone 2448562 


lOUNGE suites, dining suite, 
cookers, beds, wardrobes, 
drawers, coffeetables. wall units 
etc. Tele. 5620193. 5656762 after 
4 pm. 

(AT3-41 176-3) 


RIGHT hand drive car. Any make 
and model considered from Rolls 
Royce to Mini. Tele. Bush, 
4814477. 

(AT2-41 166-3) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


NAME CHANGE 


CONTAINER loading personal 
effects to Houston on 10-3-88. 
have 8 cbm space available- 
interested persons please tele. 
Madhavan. 241 7758 or 2445787 . 

(AT2-41 167-3) 


I. Sandar Bin Kalika Dhobi, holder 
of Indian passport No. W 260633, 
issued in Kuwait on 26.7 84. 
hereby state that I am also known 
as Sandar Kalika Bihari. . 

(AT3-41 177-3) 


WANTED 


LOST 


WANTED used Tip Suzuki or 
another make, preferably less 
than 3 years old. Tele. Mr Vlada. 
4813140. 

(ATI -41 161-3) 


HAW1YA No. 1 35060 and Civil ID 
card in the name of Mohan Lai 
Velji Patel, lost in Shuwaikh. Tele. 
Mohan Lai. 4834382, 8 am - 1230 
pm. 3.30 - 7 pm. 

(AT2-41 168-2) 


GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY 

For small businessmen 

Shops lor househdd/laictwrnvme/ 
foodstuffs /garments/ 1 exli le / fcsy- 
maWng/hardwarB/pkirls & flowers 
and other luggage etc. 

In 2 supennartiets (newly opened) 
located at Darwaza Abdut Razzak/ 
Sot* Wajef (Kwt City) 

Rent (KD90 - 1 25) tree residence 
P. & license. 


Contact Tele: 2402194/ 
2420352 (Askim) 


UT 

En 

K 

ft 

ft 

ft 

ft 


FOR RENT 

Villas, half villas, 
buildings, and flats 
with or without 
swimming pool. 

Al Azraq 
Real Estate 

Tel. 2452199. 2452198 


E&SEL525E5S52J5 


FOR RENT 

In Qorfoba, 4 flats 
each with 3 bedrooms, 
hall, 2 bathrooms, 
kitchen — GAG in a 
new villa. Rent KD 400 
with wafer and 
electricity. 


2429380 

2457834 


Required 

A full-time 

driver 


Should have valid private 
driving licence and a 
transferable residence. 


CailteL 2652943 between 
4.00 and 9.00 pm today. 


/ FOR RENT \ 


Villas, part of villas and 
new apartments in 
Salwa and various 
areas. Consists of 4 
spacious bedrooms, 1 
mam room with 

cupboards, 3 

bathrooms, furnished 
kitchen and a. big hall. 
Reasonable rent. "• - ■ 
V Tel. 2418969, 2418963. 
X2435571. / 


WANTED 
KAT0 Cranes 


All sizes, 1981 or 
later models in good 
all-round condition. ,.j 

Ten 4741822/4713127 


m 


air . 
couriers 


KLM 


IN ASSOCIATION WTTH . Royal MtcfcMrfcm 

GIVE YOU THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

WIN 2 FREE TICKETS TO 

AMSTERDAM 

From 1st March T986 unlil 30th April 1982, IML are offering you the 
opportunity to win 2 economy excursion air tickets to Amsterdam. Each' 
IML airbill that is despatched within this period will receive a numbered 
coupon. On the 30th of April 1 988 at 6.30pm the winning number will be 
drawn at our office and the holder ol the lucky number will win the 2 
tickets. 


The more airbills you aend flvough UHL ttw greater your chances ol 
winning. 


Good luck and thankyoufor using IML 
FOR DESPATCH OF YOUR NEXT PACKAGE 

CALL <431 784 


IML 


air 

WE DELIVER THE WORLD 



Leaving town 
for good? 


Then advertise your 
odds and ends in the 
classified pages of the 
Arab Times 


It could be your 
fastest sale yet 



PASSPORT No. E-4 17979. 
Mofizul Islam. Md Kalu Miah. P.S 
Comilla. Bangladesh. Tele 
4845272 

(AT2-41 171-3) 


SERVICES 


4 

% 


Tuition 


PASSPORT No. E-093451. 
Abdul-Jalil. father. Abdul Satta r. 
P.S. Chhagalniyea. Dist-Fani. 
Bangladesh. Tele. 4845772. 

(AT2-41172-3) 


TUITION available for stitching 
clothes. 3 days a week. 2 hours 
each day in Salmiya near the 
Indian school Tele Mrs Rehana. 
5634235 6-7 pm. 

(AT2-41151-33 


SITUATIONS 


Vacant 


MAID required for an Indian 
family, part-time. 7am - 3 pm. Tele 
5631013 res. after 3 pm. 

(ATI-41 146-3) 

MAID required, preferably 
Filipino, for a small family of 3 
people Tele. 5710923. 

(AT2-41 167-3) 


NURSERY for LKG & UKG of 
Indian schools syllabus.grvenbya 
trained teacher in Sharp, behind 
Burqan Bank H.Q. Tele 2422757 
y (ATl-41 139-3) 


Transport 


FROM Salmiya to Mubarak Al 
Kabrr Hospital. Tele Selim. 
2427829. 2428976 

CAT2-T M-2) 


ON 

OFFER 
FOR RENT 


Salwa Complex Apartments 

4- brms. living, dining, big kitchen 
— pod. squash, health dub, 
children's ptayyound, parties hall 
plus much more. 

Blda villa 5- brms KD800/- 

MtehrifviBa 4-bnns KD750/- 

MbhitfvfHa 5- brms KD800/- 

MblulfvfHa 3-brms KD600/- 

Boyau viBa 4-bnns KD700 

Bayan villa 3-brms KD600/- 

Sqiwa villa 3-brms KD550/- 

Salwo villa 4-bnns KD600/- 

Satwa vffla 2-fa mill es ... KD900/- 

Bayan villa 2-famUes ... KD900/- 

Saiwa 3-floors, 

3-tamflies KD1200/- 

Salwa 1/2 visa 

5- brms KD450/- 

Jobriya villa for 

embassy KD1500/- 

Jabriya Vila 4-bnns KD625/- 

Bayon duplex vfltos KD600/- 

eadi 

Plus many more flats & villas. 
Call 

BOUSHAHRI 

- — REAL ESTATE 

-- Tel:- 5747530 

5747531. 


FOR RENT 


Villas, 1 /2 villas, flats, 
apartments, stores, etc . 
in oil areas of Kuwait. 

Messitah Beach 
Real Estate 

Tele. 2401858 
2408510 



If you are looking 

for a complete building 
for your staff or villa or 
flats in Hadiya, Fintas. 
Abu Halifa, Mangaf. 
Fahaheel. 

Contact the expert 

Terkoit Real Estate Est. 
Tel. 3913189, 
3919884. 


Hatid Ligaya 
offers 

'free delivery in provinces 




Philippines 
Door to Door 
Service 


Ahnghosh Inn. 
Tel. 4843447 
SARAH 


THE ENGLISH SCHOOL 
(AT AL SURRA) 

POBax 379 Safat 13004 
Kuwait 

Registrations for pupils are 
now being accepted for the 
scholastic year beginning 
September, 1988 — 
Telephone 5318155. 


Applications from suitable qualified 
teachers of music, and class teachers 
of infant and junior level children are 
also invited. Application forms are 
available from the school office, and 
should be returned as soon as 
possible. 



> 
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SPORTS 

Winter Games 
close with a, 

N burst of glitz 
and colour 

CALGARY, Alberta, Feb 28. 
(A PL The Winter Olympics, 
which opened with a folksy 
„ salute to Canadian traditions, 

.? closes today with a high-tech 

burst of glitz and colour on an 
^ outdoor skating rinJc. 

Springlike temperatures of 
recent days threatened to fizzle 
the finale, but the weather 
promised to oblige. 

^ The show will be Alumina led 

RkO from a computer-controlled 
lighting system made up of 
thousands of powerful bulbs 
. . mounted on four towers seven 

*** ; i/‘ stories tall. 

' %. “This is it. This is the biggest 
. . show in the world. How many 
' ‘ ' 'i other shows play to 2.5 billion 
people?" said Marc Raymond. 
‘ handling the lighting of the show 

at McMahon Stadium. “It’s 
going to be a burst of colour." 

J usl as they did with the ppen- 
“ v ing ceremony, organisers are 
* . keeping details of the dosing a 

secret. 

What is known is that it 
- jnvolves hundreds of skaters, 

including US Olympic gold 
medalists Dorothy H ami II and 
^ r .* Scott Hamilton and Canada's 
Toller Cranston, a bronze 
medalist in 1976. 

There also will be fireworks, a 
flag exchange between the mayor 
■ of Calgary and mayor of Alber- 
tville, France — site ofl 992 Win- 
... - ter Games. The Olympic flame 
which burned for 16 days also 
- will be extinguished. 

The ice inside McMahon 
stadium had to be protected from 
several days of 10-degree C (60- 
. degree F) weather by a layer of 
, _ ‘ * plastic foam. 

~ The skaters weren't worried 
about the condition of the ice, 
but the possibility that winds 
would hamper their jumps and 
.. - . spins, said Leanne Pockar, an 
assistant working on the 
programme. 

- . "Windy conditions are very 
. _ hard to deal with for skaters in a 
choreographed programme. 

- - With the costumes the skaters are 

wearing, a strong wind would 
make it very difficult for them to 
get into position quick enough," 
she said. "We can handle any- 
ii. thing but the wind." 
jr Txr&rzi Forecasts called for tem- 

peratures around freezing (32 
r degrees F) and for moderate 

e winds.of about 1 6 kph (10 mph). 

Hoppe breaks 
course record 
in bobsled 

" • CALGARY, Alberta, Feb 28, 

(AP): Defending gold medalist 
Wolfgang Hoppe of East Ger- 
■ • many broke the course record by 

. _ . more than a second yesterday to 
take the lead in the four-man 

• ~ ~J. Olympic bobsled competition at 

the midway point. 

The final two heats will be held 
today, with the combined times 
of the four heats determining the 
.. " winner. 

Hoppe, 30, winner of the two- 
man and four-man golds at 
Sarajevo in 1984, took advan- 
tage of a good draw that had him 
going off third among the 26 
sleds in the first heat, covering 
the 1.475-metre (4,838-foot) 
course in 56. 1 6 second to beat the 
course record of 57.25 set by 
Canadian driver Chris Lori last 
month. 

Sixteen sleds were below the 
record on the first run. which 
began two hours early at 8 am, 

' ‘ local lime, as organisers tried to 
avoid the mild-weather 
. - • • problems that delayed last week- 
end’s two-man event. 

The track slowed noticeably 
for the second heat, in which no 
one bettered Lori's old mark . But 
Hoppe - - this time racing in the 
middle of the track — had the 
second-fastest time of the heal at 
57.31 for a first-place total of 
.■ 1:53.47. 

Janis Kipours. the Soviet 
driver who beat out Hoppe for 
the gold medal in last weekend's 
. weatherbeaten two-man event, 

• was second today in 1 :54.00. foll- 
owed by a pair of Swiss drivers. 
Ekkehard Passer in 1:54.20 and 
43-year-old Hans Hiltebrand at 
' 1:54.30. 

A US sled driven by veteran 
^** 0 *Zsx Brent Rushlaw was a surprising 
fifth in 1;54.39. 

The United States hasn't won 
J bobsled medal since taking a 
r bronze in 1956 and wasn't expec- 

. ted to contend this year because 
/■ °f international dissension and 
- an uneven sled-development 

programme. 

. Badminton line-ups 

' . CHELTENHAM, England, 
Feb 28, (Reuter): Sweden 
became the eighth and final team 

• ’ , • today to qualify for the Thomas 

*-up badminton finals for men 
starling in Kuala Lumpur on 
Way 23. 

Sweden beat the Neth- 
erlands 3-2 in Amsterdam to join 
• ingland and Denmark as the 
- J . hree qualifiers from Europe. 

. . In the Uber Cup for women 

' he Netherlands beat Sweden 3-2 
. pday to qualify with fellow 
.-“ropeans England and Den- 
jark who secured their finals 
laces yesterday. 




"Stem 




;y£M 



AR AB TIMES. MONDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 1988 


DEBI THOMAS WILTS UNDER PRESSURE 


Witt retains Olympic figure skating title 


CALGARY, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Katarina Witt of East Germany 
retained her Olympic figure skat- 
ing title but the “duel to Car- 
men” did not match its hilling as 
Debt Thomas wilted under pres- 
sure last night. 

Witt turned a triplejump intoa 
double but was otherwise flaw- 
less, though her scores left 
Thomas room to take the title. 

Erred 

But the American erred on her 
opening combination jump and 
two more mistakes ruined her 
gold medal chances. “After I 
didn’t land that combination, 1 
lost heart a bit 1 just didn’t want 
to stay out there any more," 
Thomas said. 

Petite Canadian Liz Manley 
won the free skating final to take 
the silver medal, relegating 
Thomas to third place. 

Witt and Thomas both skated 
to music from the Bizet Opera, . 


which they selected independen- 
tly. • _ 

Witt, who has also won six 
European and three world 
crowns, became the first woman 
to retain the Olympic title since 
Sonja Henie ofNorway captured 
her third in succession in 1936. 

“I am very proud about this,” 
she said. “I wanted to repeat 
what I had done because it has 
been a long time. And I think it 
could be a long time until 
someone does it a gain 

■ Happy 

'When I skated my 
programme 1 was happy aboutit 
and about the jumps. But I 
thought when I didn't do the tri- 
ple loop but only a double that if 
Debi did all her jumps she could 
win. 

“But it didn’t happen. I saw 
she was very nervous. She 
showed she is really human, not 
'invincible' as some papers said. 


She can make mistakes under 
pressure and is not a miracle." 

Both Witt and Thomas agreed 
that skating last — as Thomas 
had to do — was difficult. “It’s 
hard to do that, though T did it (at 
the world championships) in 
Cincinnati last year,” Witt Said. 

Witt, slightly tipsy and gig- 
gling repeatedly after needinp a 
bottle of beer to satisfy doping 
control, said: “I feel happy 
because 1 feel I deserved this vic- 
tory. I feel that 1 did all three 
parts of the competition well and 
I think it is fair that I got the gold 
medal.' 

Moved up 

Witt was third, one behind 
Thomas, in the compulsory 
figures and won the short 
programme as she and Thomas 
moved up to first and second. 
But the margin was significant 
and the free skating winner was 
certain to take the gold . 


Narrow win in men’s slalom 


Win finished with 4.2 points to 
4.6 for Manley and 6.0 for 
Thomas. 

Manley, did four triple jumps, 
the same as Witt, in a sparkling 
programme which took her from 
third to second. 

She was bubbling afterwards. 
“With Debi and Katarina get- 
ting the attention, 1 was off doing 
my own thing and I’ve felt very 
relaxed this week. 

Combination 

“I knew I had trained right and 
was on schedule to do well here," 
added Manley, considered an 
inconsistent skater in the past. 

Thomas two-footed the land- 
ing on the second jump in her 
combination of two tnple toe 
loops, fell off the landing of a 
triple loop and put a hand down 
to save nerselT on a triple sal- 
chow. 

“When I don’t land the first 
combination, it’s always hard for 


me," shesaid. “I tried and gave it 
everything I had. Ii just wasn’t 
there. 

** I'm glad it’s over and I can get 
on with my life. Now it’s back to 
school.” added the California 
medical student. 

Medal standings 

CALGARY. Alhcru Feb 27. (UPI): 
Medal >i«j rulings after Saturdays events. 

G S B To* 

Soviet Union ] | 0 7 ’7 

Fast Germany 9 8 5 22 

Finland 4 0 2 6 

Sweden 4 0 1 5 

Switzerland 3 5 6 14 

Austria 3 4 2 9 

Weil Germany 2 4 2 8 

Holland 2 2 2 6 

United Slates 2 13 6 

Italy .'12 5 

France t 0 1 2 

Norwas 0 3 2 5 

Camuh 0 2 3 5 

Yugoslavia 0 2 1 3 

Czechoslovakia 0 12 3 

Japan 0 0 1 1 



Katarina Witt skates to a gold In the women’s long programme. 


Tomba digs gold again in ski race 


Flying Dutchwoman doubles her 
pleasure with a skating victory 


MOUNT ALLAN, Alberta, Feb 
28, (AP): Alberto Tomba made 
good on his boasts, coming from 
behind to narrowly win the men’s 
slalom yesterday and become the 
first Italian skier to ever win two 
gold medals at a Winter Olym- 
pics. 

“La Bomba” (the bomb), who 
was third after the first run, pos- ' 
ted the second-fastest time in die 
61 -gate second series, 47.85 
seconds. His aggregate time of 1 
minute, 39.47 seconds nipped 
Frank Woerndl of West Ger- 
many by six-hundredths of a 
second. 

Edge 

Woerndl, who had a 0.63- 
second edge over Tomba after 
the first run, was nearly a full 
second slower than the 21 -year- 
old Italian superstar in the 
second series and had to settle for 
the silver in 1:39.53. 

Paul Frommelt finished third 
1:39.84 to take the bronze, Liech- 
tenstein’s first medal of these 
Games. 

The large Italian contingent 
cheered and waved flags after 
Tomba, 13th to start the second 
run, finished the course. 

They broke into tumult when 
Jonas Nilsson of Swedeii, - who v 

run, and Woerndl failed to beat 
his time. The wild celebration 
was similar to the exultations 




Tomba hits a gala during (ha me 

that foUowed his victory on 
Thursday in the giant slalom. 

Bernhard Gstrein of Austria 
finished fourth in 1:40.08, foll- 
owed by longtime Swedish star 
‘IngemarStenmark. He was a dis^ 
-t an t-t TO rafte r die fi f bt lU T L ' Tm r 
recaptured some ofhis past gl ory 
to clock the quickest second head 
of 47.51 to wind up fifth in 


i’s slalom race. 

1:40.22. 

Nilsson was sixth in 1:40.23. 
Pirmin Zurbriggen of Swit- 
zerland, who already own sago Id 
and bronze medal at these 
‘ Games, was seventh in 1:40.48. 

' The race was "shown live on 
government television in Italy, 
where Tomba ’s first gold medal 
performance drew a record 


audience and triggered a nation- 
wide outbreak of “Tomba 
mania” of proportions usually 
reserved for major soccer vic- 
tories. 

But other Italian journalists, 
including those working for the 
two main news agencies, began a 
strike yesterday that was to last 
until tomorrow morning. 

Tomba, who already had been 
promised a new Ferrari sports 
car by his father after winning the 
gold in the giant slalom on Thur- 
sday, earlier clinched the World 
Cup slalom title by winning four 
of five races this season. 

He had been confident of vic- 
tory on the eve of the race, say- 
ing: “It will be easier than in giant 
slalom, trust me.” 

It didn’t turn out to be that 
easy, however. On Thursday, he 
had beaten Austria's Hubert 
Strolz by more than a second in 
giant slalom. 

Softened 

Woerndl, a 28-year-old cus- 
toms officer who finished 10th in 
this event at the 1980 games but 
did not make the West German 
team in 1 984. benefitted from his 
No. 1 starting position yesterday 
in the first run on a course sof- 
tened by warm temperatures. 
-rfle-woMeSSIoin aTtheT987‘ 
World Championships but never 
has finished first on the World 
Cup circuit. 


CALGARY, Alberta, Feb 28, 
(AP): Yvonne Van Gennip, the 
flying Dutchwoman who enjoys 
beating East Germany’s top 
speed skaters, doubled her 
pleasure last night with a victory 
in the 1,500 metres. 

Two months after surgery on 
her right foot, the 23-year-old 
Van Gennip won her second gold 
medal of the Winter Olympics by 
mastering the 3-3/4 laps of the 
indoor Olympic oval in a n Olym- 
pic-record 2 minutes, 0.68 
seconds. 

Most ever 

Karen Kania of East Germany 
won the silver to give her three 
medals here and eight overall in 
her three Olympics, the most ever 
by a female speed skater. 

Teammate Andrea Ehrig took 
the bronze in 2:01 .49 to go along 
wjth the silver she earlier claimed 
in the 3,000. 

Last Tuesday, Van Gennip. 
who specialises in the middle dis- 
tances, won the 3,000metres with 
a world record and then said she 
enjoyed beating East Germans, 
who have been the dominant 
power in women’s speed skating 
since 1984. 

The 1 .67-metre Haarlem 
resident noted that the East Ger- 
man "stars had rated bera'Mkeiy ' 
winner after they left the scene.' 
but said she wanted to prove she 
could do that now. 
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Van Gennip races to her second 
speed skating. 

But thanks to Van Gennip. the 
East Germans have managed 
only one gold medal in the four 
women’s events completed here, 
when Christa Rothenburger won 
the 1 .000 metres on Friday nighL 

Van Gennip’s time last night 
beat the Olympic mark of 2:03.42 
set by Kania in 1984 but was 
short of the world record of 
1:59.30 that the East Germans 
established in 1986. 

IT was - only the - third’ 'of nine' 
speed-skating events so far that a 
world record was not set. 

The 26-year-old Kania, who 


gold In women's 1,500 metre 

has been bothered by a throat 
infection, finished in 2:00.82. She 
had gold medals at 500 metres 
and 1 ,000 metres in 1980 and in 
.the 1,500 in 1984, then has 
added a bronze and two silvers 
here. 

She has not said whether she 
will enter today's 5,000 metres, 
which is not one of her strongest 
events. 

American Bonnie Blair, the 
gold medalist at 500 metres and a 
bronze medalist at T.000 metres, 1 
started quickly but faded in the 
final 400 metres to lag well 
behind in 2:04.02. 


Lineker gives Barcelona upset win Brilliant Svan wins 50km cross-country race 


MADRID, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Two goals by England inter- 
national Gary Lineker helped 
Barcelona stage an upset win 
against Atletico Madrid while 
Spanish soccer League leaders 
Real Madrid were held to an 
away draw by Seville. 

Barcelona’s win yesterday was 
a big blow for second-placed 
Atletico’s hopes of catching up 
with Real wno, despite stum- 
bling against Seville, now sit on a 
comfortable six-point lead. 

Dramatic 

Barcelona, who had looked in 
danger of being overwhelmed in 
the first half hour, came alive in 
dramatic fashion in the 3 1 st min- 
ute when West German midfiel- 
der Bemd Schuster broke away 
down the left wing before crossing 
the ball for Lineker to slam into 
the net from dose quarters. 

Eight minutes later Lineker 


came dose to scoring again with 
a shot from just inside thepenalty 
area but Atletico's goalkeeper 
Abel Resino managed to deflect 
the bail for a corner. • 

Atletico's attacking trio of 
Julio Salinas, Marcos Alonso 
and Portuguese star Paolo Futre, 
who had looked dangerous in the 
opening stages were unable to 
find a w inning combination. 

- Lineker pnt the result beyond 
contention 10 minutes after the 
interval when he took advantage 
of a mistake by Atletico defender 
Juan Arteche to break through 
and fire a shot past Resino. 

Barcelona coach Luis 
Aragones pulled off Lineker to 
rest the striker ahead of Bar- 
celona’s Uefa Cup quarterfinal 
first leg clash away against 
Bayern Leverkusen next week. 

Former Real player Cholo 
Ruiz helped put Seville ahead 


against the champions after half 
an hour with a shot which Real 
goalie Paco Buyo fumbled and 
dropped before Seville striker 
Jose Salguero pounced and net- 
ted the ball. 

Equaliser 

Real midfield star Emilio 
Butragueno scored a brilliant 
equaliser shortly after the 
interval, running on to a pass 
from Gordillo and sending a ris- 
ing shot past Sevilla's goalk- 
eeper. 

Despite taking complete com- 
mand of the midfield. Real, who 
face Bayern Munich in a 
European Cup quarterfinal next 
week, could not clinch the winner 
against a determined Seville side. 

Three goals by Sebastian 
Losada, on loan from Real 
Madrid, helped sweep Espanol 
to a 4-2 victory over Real 
Valladolid. 


CANMORE. Alberta, Feb 28, 
(AP): Sweden's Gunde Svan 
unleashed a brilliant display of 
strength and willpower on the 
windswept ski trails and won the 
50-kilometre freestyle cross- 
country race at the Winter Olym- 
pics. 

The 26-year-old Svan won the 
blue ribbon event yesterday by 1 
minute. 5.5 seconds for his 
second gold medal at the Calgary 
Games and his fourth victory in 
two Olympics. 

Completed 

Svan completed the course, 
which had a total vertical climb 
of 1.794 metres, in 2 hours. 4 
minutes. 30.9 seconds. 

He then headed out on the 
course for a few kilometres to 
relax and savour his victory 
alone in the blizzard before being 
congratulated by King Carl XVI 
Gustaf and Queen Silvia of 


Sweden. 

Svan got an excellent draw, 
starting 69th out of the 70 skiers 
who set out for the endurance 
test early in the morning and was 
able to control the leading skiers* 
times all the way. 

“I have always preferred to be 
among the late starters,” said 
Svan, who led Sweden to the gold 
medal in Monday’s 40-kilometre 
relay. 

"but it could have been a gam- 
ble to go out late today. It could 
have been a lot tougher had the 
blizzard started earlier in the 
race. It would have made the 
snow softer." 

Italy's Maurilio De Zolt. who 
look last year’s 50-kilometre title 
in the World Championships, 
finished second in 2:05.36.4. 

The bronze medal went to 
Andy Grunenfelder in 2:06.0 1 .9, 
Switzerland's first in an Olympic 


cross-country race since 1972 at 
Sapporo. Japan. 

Svan, who also won a silver 
and a bronze medal in the 1984 
Winter Games at Sarajevo, 
Yugoslavia, now has six medals 
in two Olympics. 

That is three medals short of 
the record nine won by fellow 
Sweden Sixteen Jernberg. who 
completed in three Olympics bet- 
ween 1956 and 1964. 

Svan, who emerged as the 
world's premier cross-country 
skier in the last decade, also won 
the World Cup overall title three 
times and holds three World 
Championships. 

The tall blond Swede was in 
command from the first stride 
yesterday. He was almost 50 
seconds ahead of Grunenfelder 
after the 15-kilometre check- 
point. Halfway through, Svan 
led the Swiss by 1 minute. 7.5 


seconds. 

"But I wasn't sure 1 would win 
the race until the 45k mark," said 
Svan. "It’s a nice feeling when 
you don’t have to give everything 
to win a race." 

Grunenfelder skied a steady 
pace and was among the three 
fastest racers at every checkpoint 
along the course. 

"Going into the last kilometre 
I knew one medal was within 
reach.” the Swiss said. “1 tried to 
hang in there and do my best.” 
Up-and-^own 

Svan, who became the only- 
double gold medallist in the 
men's cross-country events, had 
an up-and-down overall perfor- 
mance on Canmore Nordic Cen- 
tre's hilly trails. 

He hud been I Olh in the 30k 
and only I3ih in the 15k lasL 
week. Both events were in the 
classical style. 


Bayern Munich rout fc Homburg Royal Sporting reach quarterfinals of KMS soccer tourney 


BONN, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Roland Wohlfarth scored twice 
to lead Bayern Munich to a 6-0 
rout of FC Homburg in a 
depleted West German soccer 
programme yesterday. 

But the second-placed 
Bavarians were unable to gain 
ground on leaders Werder 
Bremen, who defeated Bochum 
1-0. Werder have conceded only 
nine goals in 21 games. 

Cologne remained in third 
place with 30 points, one behind 
Bayern, after managing only a 1 - 
1 draw against lowly Bayer Uer- 
dingen. 

Five games were postponed 
because of snowy, cold weather 
or illness. Yesterday’s only other 
game was Kaiserslautern’s 5-2 
victor over Schalke. 

Bayern tuned up for their 
European Cup match against 
Real Madrid next Wednesday by 
overwhelming bottom-placed 
FC Homburg in front of only 
8,500 freezing fans at Munich’s 
Olympic stadium. 

Wohlfarth opened the scoring 
in the eighth minute but Hom- 
burg held the Bavarians until the 
second half when they exploded 
with five goals in less than 25 
minutes. 

Andreas Brehme scored from 
a deflected drive in the 54th min- 
ute and Lolhar Matthaeus foll- 
owed with a penalty three min- 
utes later. Hans Pfluegler, Wohl- 
farth and Michael Rummenigge, 
then scored in the 72nd, 77th and 
78th min utes respectively. 

Frank Ordenewiiz scored for 
Werder in the opening minute to 


give the visitors their 1 5th victory 
of the season before 1 5,000 spec- 
tators. 

In Krefeld, Pierre Littbarski 
converted a penalty for Cologne 
in the ninth minute but Robert 
Prytz did the same for Uerdingen 
five minutes later to salvage a 
draw. 

And in Kaiserslautern, Wol- 
fram Wuttke scored three goals 
to spearhead the home side's 
triumph over Schalke. 

• In Brussels, new coach 
Raymond Goethals failed to 
make an immediate impact on 
Belgian champions Anaerlecht 
who crashed to another disap- 
pointing defeat yesterday four 
days before the first leg of their 
European Cup quarterfinal 
against Benfica of Portugal. 

Anderlecht called on Goeth- 
als, who has coached the club 
before and also the Belgian 
national team, after they dismis- 
sed Georges Leckens on T uesday 
following a run of poor results. 

But they lost 2-1 at home 
against BeerschoL a defeat com- 
pounded by the sending off of 
Dutch defender Adri Van Tig- 
gelen for punching Beerschol 
striker Dirk Goossens in theface. 

Tennis finals 

METZ, France, Feb 28, 
(Reuter): Results in the finals of 
the Lorraine Open tennis tour- 
nament in Metz today. 

Men's singles: 

Jonas Svensson (Sweden) beat 
Michiel Schapers (Netherlands) 
6-26-4. 


ROYAL Sporting entered quar- 
terfinals of the Kuwait 
Malayalee Samajam Trophy 
beating United Sporting Club 
(White) in the first of the three 
matches played at Fahaheel 
grounds on the Kuwait National 
Day. 

The only goal of this Group D 
match was scored by Camillo 
Gonsalves of Royal Sporting in 
the 20th minute of the second 
half. USC players struggled hard 
individually but lacked as a team. 
Benny and Mohd Kunhu defen- 
ded their goal area well and 
goalkeeper Najmuddin was seen 
ever vigilant at the goal mouth. 

Triggered 

Taha and Sahajan triggered 
few penetrative moves from the 
midneld but the forwards could 
not -respond to this promptly. 
Royal Sporting displayed better 
ball control and combination in 
the second balf. 

In the second match. Week 
End Sports Club subdued Indian 
XI from Group C in a 2-0 
encounter. While right out Mus- 
tafa scored the first goal, central 
forward Andrew Fernandez 
increased die lead. Indian XI lost 
all hopes when Barreto and 
Joaquim D'mello wasted two 
golden chances to equalise. 

The Group A froup match. 
United Goan Strikers establi- 
shed their supremacy defeating 
A1 Shaab Sporting Club scoring 
a pair of goals to nil. In the25tb 
minute, Joseph Salema’s header 
over die A1 Shaab goalkeeper 
Said Alavi as he had advanced, 
gained their first goal. 



A match in progress between USC and Eleven Stars. 


A ruffle at A1 Shaab goal 
area in the 1 0th minute of second 
half earned a penalty kick for 
United Goan Strikers and 
Joseph again made no mistake in 
scoring the second goal. 
Referee's decision of the penalty 
was silently questioned by the A1 
Shaab players and few of the 
spectators, but the play contin- 
ued undisturbed. Further foul 
call by the referee against A1 
Shaab and a free kick awarded to 
UG Strikers at the opposite goal 
area in the 15th minute led to 
invasion of the field by a few 
outsiders and stoppage of play. 

UG Strikers was declared as 
winner of the match as A1 Shaab 
left the field refusing to continue 
with the play. 

A1 Shaab had put up a tough 
fight throughout the match but 


UG Strikers rightly deserved the 
victory and outshone the oppon- 
ents in aQ aspects of the play. 

In Friday's first match, XI 
Stars scored 4 go ds in the tie- 
breaker which United Sporting 
Club (Blue) shot in only 3 and 
accepted their defeat (4-3). This 
match went in to extra time, of 
course goal-less, and ended in a 
penalty shoot-out, for the first 
time in the tournament. Alth- 
• ough through penalty shoot out, 
USC (Blue) is the only team 
among all the losers of the 10 
matches played so far who could 
score against winners here. 

Invading 

The match started by Eleven 
Stars invading the United Sport- 
ing Club goal area. A powerful 
shot by Ruzar of XI Stars went 
over tire bar by inches. Both 


teams invaded either goal areas 
frequently. 

The second half started by 
USC (Blue) penetrating the XI 
Stars defence. Had the bullet 
shot by Nissar of USC not gone 
above the bar marginally, the 
game would not have gone into 
the extra lime. Again in the 15th 
minute of second half Tomy 
Sebastian's beautiful header 
connecting a corner kick by 
Cberian Mampully of USC 
rebounded off the post. Right 
out Johnson pounced on the 
rebound and fired a shot which 
graced the post and went out. 

Mathews in the defence ably 
warded off all the attacks by XI 
Stars’ forwards. USC goalkeeper 
Jacob had a difficult time but he 
was in good form. 


In the second match, from 
Group B, Rising Boys ousted 
YMCA from the tournament. 
Mostly of young school boys, 
YMCA, put up a valiant fight 
and often invaded the oppon- 
ent’s goal area. The lone goal of 
the match was scored by Andrew 
Fernandez of Rising Boys in the 
last minute of the first half. 

Matches were supervised by 
referees from Indian Football 
Referees Association (IFRA). 

Next Friday, March 4, three 
matches will be played. Vandana 
Sports will meet XI Stars at 6.30 
am. Boys Own Club plays 
United Goan. Strikers in the 
Group A quarter finals(8. 00) and 
D’Assissi Boys will face Week 
End Sports Club at 9.30. 


9 * * e 




Die Rising Boys foam. 




SPORTS 


Queensland 
beaten for 
second time 

SYDNEY, Feb 28, (Reuter): A 
classy 73 ofF84 balls by in-form 
Test opener David Boon inspired 
Tasmania to an easy five-wicket 
victory over Queensland in the 
McDonald's Cup limited overs 
competition in Launceston 
today. 

Tasmania coasted to 131 for 
five from 40.4 overs after Queen- 
sland managed only 150 for eight 
in their 50 overs, despite not hav- 
ing to face the injured Dennis 
Lillee. 

Medium-pacer Rodney 
Tucker did the damage for the 
Tasmanians with four for 31 in 
his 10 overs. 

It was Tasmania's second vic- 
tory over Queensland in two 
days, following their shock 94- 
run success in the Sheffield 
Shield yesterday — their first win 
in 44 Shield games since 1 983-84. 

In Adelaide, Victoria beat 
South Australia by six runs, res- 
tricting the Cup holders to 226 
for six after Garry Watts’ 8 1 hel- 
ped them to 232 in 49.S overs. 
Man-of-the-Malch Paul Jack- 
son took four for 26 in his 10 
overs for Victoria. 

Today's games helped decide 
which four teams from two 
preliminary groups of three 
progress to the semifinals. 

Results 

In Launceston: 

Queensland 150 Tor eight in 30 
overs, Tasmania 131 for five in 
40.4 overs (David Boon 73). Tas- 
mania won by five wickets. 

In Adelaide: Victoria 232 all 
out in 49.5 overs (Gary Watts 
8 1 ), South Australia 226 forsixin 
50 overs (James Pyke 76). Vic- 
toria won by six runs. 

SPORTS BRIEFS 


GCC tournament 

RIYADH, Feb 28, (Kuna): 
Kuwait's national football team 
arrived here today accompanied 
by head of the Kuwaiti Football 
Federation She&h Fahd Al 
Ahmed to take part m the ninth 
GCC tournament which opens 
on Wednesday. 

The Kuwaiti delegation was 
received by head of the tour- 
nament's Organising Committee 
Prince Faisal Bin Fahd Bin 
Abdul Aziz and senior Saudi 
sport officials. 

Luton beat Oxford 

LONDON, Feb 28. (Reuter): 
Brian Stein and Ashley Grimes 
struck with two beautifully- 
taken lust-half goals today as 
Luton beat Oxford 2-0 to clinch 
their place in the English League 
Cup final. 

The victory secured a 3-1 
aggregate triumph for Luton and 
ensured their first appearance in 
a Wembley Cup finalsince 1959. 
They will meet Arsenal on April 
24. 

Kenyan wins 

NAIROBI. Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Kenya's world 10,000-metre 
champion Paul Kipkoech won 
his country's selection meeting 
yesterday for the World Cross 
Country Championships, clock- 
ing 35 minutes 33 seconds over 
the 11.8 km course. 

Moses Tanui was second in 
35:36 with world cross country 
champion John Ngugi third in 
35:49. 

Delhi marathon 

NEW DELHI, Feb 28, (Xin- 
hua): Murlidhar and AshaAgar- 
waJ yesterday won the men’s and 
women's titles of the Delhi 
marathon respectively. 

Murlidhar was limed in two 
hours 22 minutes 0.6 seconds, 
followed by Harphool Singh and 
Ajmer Singh who finished 
second and third respectively in 
2:26.03 and 2:28.25. 

In the women's section, Agar- 
wal won with a time of 2:47.30. 

Soviets win 

YOKOHAMA, Japan, Feb 28, 
(Reuter): The Soviet Union, ins- 
pired by their top long distance 
runner Olga Bondarenko, led 
from start to finish to win the 
Yokohama women's relay road 
race today. 

The Soviet team covered the 
42.1 -km (26-mile) six-leg relay 
coarse in two hours 15 minutes 
41 seconds, breaking the course 
record set by a Norwegian team 
in 1986 by 61 seconds. 

Bridge 

HUBARA bridge results played on 
Saturday. 

SfSz 

hit MrsSudra and Mr Imam. 

2nd Mrs JamSa Akei and Mr NabO 
Akel 

3rd Nabcd Akfl and LoBo Mcrtb- 
waitc. 

E/W: 

1st Carjyi and Wrexkr. 

2nd Cbowdhary and Gazza. 

3rd. Ebrahna and Khafid Kahha. 
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NEW ZEALAND LOSE FIVE WICKETS AFTER TEA 


Breakthrough gives England a chance to win 


AUCKLAND, New Zealand, 
Feb 28, (Reuter): England cap- 
tured five New Zealand wickets 
after tea on the fourth day of 
their second cricket Test and now 
have a chance of winning the 
match tomorrow. 

New Zealand had been look- 
ing for a prospect of a declara- 
tion around lunch. 

Chase 

Butafterputtingon 1 17 for the 
first wicket, they lost openers 
John Wright. Trevor Franklin 
and captain Jeff Crowe, effec- 
tively ending any prospect of a 
chase for quick runs. 

The home side was 154 for five 
at the close with Mark Great- 
batch on six and Martin Snedden 
yet to score. New Zealand have a 
lead of only 132. 

The loss of Martin Crowe and 


Ken Rutherford just before the 
close pul New Zealand in a 
precarious position. 

Graham Dilley began the 
collapse when he ended New 
Zealand’s 1 17 opening stand by 
bowling Trevor Franklin for his 
tea-time score of 62. 

Neal Radford then had 
Wright caught behind by Bruce 
French for 49, picking up his first 
wicket of the match. 

Attractive 

Franklin's innings was more 
attractive, punctuated with 
strong drives off the front and 
back foot. 

His maiden Test half century 
was a personal triumph for Fran- 
klin who was so badly injured by 
a baggage trolley at London's 
Gatwick Airport in 1986 that 
doctors thought he might never 


Mayotte to defend title 


PHILADELPHIA. Feb 28. 
(Reuter): Defending champion 
Tim Mayotte of the US and 16th 
seed John Fitzgerald of Australia 
posted straight set victories yes- 
terday to reach the final of the 
S602.500 US pro indoor tennis 
championships. 

Mayotte, the second seed, 
recovered from 2-5 down in the 
second set to avoid a third setand 
eliminate sixth-seeded South 
African Christo Van Rensburg 
6-27-5. 

Finest 

Fitzgerald, conquerer of 
world number one Ivan Lendl 
earlier in Lhe week, kept up the 
finest play of his career by over- 
whelming unseeded Jorge 
Lozano of Mexico 6-1 64. 

“I feel sharp all around. The 
ball is coining crisply off my 
racquet." said the delighted Aus- 
tralian after the match. 

Fitzgerald took the first set in 
just 21 minutes. He ran off the 


first five games of the set, losing 
just four points. 

Lozano nearly fought his way 
back into the match in the second 
set when he saved a match point 
and won the ninth game for 54. 

The Mexican had four break 
points in the next game, but Fitz- 
gerald was up to the challenge as 
he saved all four and held serve to 
win the 62 minute match. 

Overpowered 

“He overpowered me,” said 
Lozano. “His style of play is a 
little deceiving. He doesn't seem 
like he hits the ball hard, but it is 
coming hard and he places it very 
well.” 

While Fitzgerald has played 
near the top of his game, 
Mayotte has struggled his way 
into the final. 

“I thought last year I play 
some of the best tennis 1 ever 
played. I was doing everything 
better last year. This year I had to 
scrap my way through.” 


play again. He waschosenfor the 
first Test even though he was not 
able to run completely freely. 

The New Zealand openers had 
been in complete control with 
none of the England bowlers 
presenting any particular 
problems. 

Long spell 

Off-spinner John Emburey 
had a long spell before and after 
lunch but he failed to extract sig- 
nificant turn. England’s attack 
lacked variety and it seems the 
visitors erred by not including 
spinner Eddie He minings. 

But the dismis sal of JefTCrowe 
for one with the New Zealand 
score on 1 19 saw England sud- 
denly come on top. 

JeiT Crowe, who has been out 
of form throughout the season 
and whose place in the side must 

Teenager 
upsets Reggi 

OKLAHOMA CITY, Feb 28, 
(Reuter): Little-known teenager 
Brenda Schultz of the Neth- 
erlands upset third-seeded 
Italian RafaeDa Reggi yesterday 
to set upa final against American 
Lori McNeil at the 5100,000 
Oklahoma tennis tournament. 

McNeil, the top seed, capital- 
ised on a disputed call in the first 
set to capture the momentum 
and topple fourth seed Catarina 
Lindqvist of Sweden 64 6- 1 . 

The 1 5-year-old Schultz, rated 
150th in the world, used a surpr- 
isingly powerful serve and strong 
forehand to beat the 1 8 th-ranked 
baseliner 7-6 6-3. 

McNefl's match turned on a 
disputed call at 44 m the first set. 
With the ninth game at deuce for 
the sixth time. McNeil hit a fore- 
hand that Lindqvist thought was 
long. The line judge ruled other- 
wise, however and McNeil foll- 
owed with an ace to win the 
game. 


now be in jeopardy, elected to 
come in before his brother Mar- 
tin. He was lbw to Dilley playing 
no shot to Dilley's slower balL 
Despite the initial breakth- 
rough England captain Mike 
Gatting did not rally attack. 
Mark Grcalbatch's first scoring 
stroke was a snick where third 
slip normally stands. 

Scoreboard 

NEW ZEALAND first nsmgi 301 
ENGLAND first ionk^c 
M. Moxon c J. Crowe b CfcatfML99 

C. Broad c M. Crowe b Bracewefl _9 

T. Robinson c Morrison b Brac- 
cwdl 54 

M. Gatting c Smith b Morrison 42 

N. Fairbrother c Smith b Qmtfidd- 1 

D. CapeJ c Bracewefl b Morrison 5 

J.Embvrcyc Smith bChatfidd _45 
B. French c Franklin b Bracewefl _ 13 
P- Jmrris c Smith b SnfiMrn 10 


N. Radford bChatfidd 8 

G.DffieyBOtont 8 

Extras Ob-12 b- 12 ab-5) 29 

Total i 323 

F*H of wickets 1-272-1353-2114- 
220 5-222 6-234 7-267 8-282 9-308. 

Bowling: Morrison 32-7-95-2 
(5ob), Outfield 31.1-15-374, Brac- 
ew«n 39-8-88-3, Snedden 34-14-71-1, 
Rutherford 5-1-8-0. . 

NEW ZEALAND second Innings: 
T. Franklin bPiPey...... ■ 62 

J. Wright c French b Radford 49 

J. Crowe IbwDffley -1 

M. Crowe lbw Jarn* 26 

M. Greatback aot oat 6 

M. Rntherford b Embme y 2 

M. Snedden aotont 0 

Extras (Ib-5 nb-3) 8 

Total (for fire wickets) 154 

Fall of wickets 1-117 2-119 3-119 
4-1505-153. 

Bowling to date: Dffley 17433-2, 
Jarrfs 18-6-34-1, Radford 13-3-37-1 
(Bob), Enborey 27-15-30-1, Capel 5- 
1-13-0, Gatting 1-0-24. 



ChatfleJd:fowfbr37 


Evergreen beat Flying 
Arrows in Rahim League 


Young Australia emulate 
seniors with an opening win 


Navratilova to face Shriver in final 


FAf RFAX.Fcb 28, ( AP): Top- 
seeded Martina Navratilova 
overpowered Hana Mandlikova 
last night, 64, 6-2, to join Pam 
Shriver in the finals of the 
5300.000 Virginia Slims of 
Washington tennis tournament. 

Shriver, the second seed, ear- 
ned a shot at the S60.000 top prize 
with a 7-5, 7-6 victory over 
Gabriela Sabaiini. Shriver not- 
ched a final-game service break 
to win the first set, then cap- 
tured the second set by winning 
the last five points of the 
tiebreaker. 

Navratilova, ranked No.2 in 
the world, today will be seeking 
her third tournament title in as 
many weeks and ninth cham- 
pionship at this stop on the tour, 
she owns a 32-3 lifetime record 
against Shriver, including 22 in a 
row since 1982. 

Navratilova lost her serve only 
once in dispatching of Mandlik- 
ova. the defending champion, in 
66 minutes. She registered breaks 
on Mandii kova's first two service 
games to take a 4-0 lead, then 
wrapped up the opening set by 
holding serve in Lhe final game 
after falling into a ! 5-40 hole. 

Navratilova had four aces and 
kept Mandlikova at bay by rush- 


ing the net at virtually every 
opportunity. She gained conirol 
of the second set with breaks in 
games and five and coasted from 
there to win the first meeting bet- 
ween the two since Mandlikova's 
upset victory in the finals of the 
1987 Australian Open. 

Shriver, ranked No.4 in the 
world, fired seven aces in elimin- 
ating the third-seeded Sabaiini in 
.DJKLbouE, .3J7_fmnutes._ Shriver 
lost her serve twice i n the first five 
games, but held the rest of the 
way to dispose of the 1 7-year-old 
Argentine. 

Drops hot 

Shriver opened the match by 
blowing a drop shot at 3040 to 
fall behind, but broke serve twice 
to take a 3-1 lead. Sabatini then 
registered another break, and the 
players stayed on serve until the 
final game of the set. 

Down 5-6, Sabatini misfired 
on three straight backhands to 
dig herself into a 0-40 hole. She 
battled back to get to deuce, but 
then hit a forehand that soared 
past the baseline to give Shriver 
her fourth set point. 

Shriver cashed in, moving to 
the net to tap a drop shot that 
tipped off the net cored before 


falling well within the line — but 
far out of Sabatini's reach. 

"It would have been a real 
blow if L'd have lost that game 
after leading 40-love,” Shriver 
said. "That game was a real see- 
saw.” 

Held 

Each player held serve in the 
second set, although Shriver fell 
behind 1540 in games seven and 
nine before battli ng back.- 
Tn’ tEe tiefare aker, * Sabatinf 
took a 4-2 lead before crumbling. 
She dropped the final two points 
by hitting a forehand long and 
blasting a backhand into the neL 
“I didn't play very well,” 
Sabatini said. “I had some 
opportunities, but she served 
very welL” 


A SUPERB 73 runs by Abdul 
Razzak and a fine spell of spin 
bowling by skipper Asad Baig 
were the outstanding features 
which led Evergreen Cricket 
Club to subdue Flying Arrows 
Cricket Club in the Rahim 
League fixture played at Ahmadi 
ground. 

<\sad Baig w innin g the toss 
went into bat first through Raz- 
zaq and hims elf- The former was 
outat the total of37runs. Dr Arif 
joined Razzaq and took the total 
to 90 runs before being out at his 
individual 18 runs. Razzaq was 
severe at the other end. 

Rana Ashraf who came in next 
started hammering from the 
start. However Razzaq was 
bowled by Norbert at his 
individual 73 runs which con- 
tained 8 boundaries and a 
glorious six. 

Rana Ashraf was a bit unfor- 
tunate to miss his half century by 
only one run and was bowled 
while trying to lift the ball out of 
the ground. 

Haider was the other notable 
scorer who remained not out on 
1 8 and Anjum Raza with 8 runs. 

Evergreen could muster only 
184 runs for the lost of4wickets. 

In reply Flying Arrows scored 
50 runs at the end of the 1 1th over 
and Verold and Derek found no 
difficulty in facing all the bowlers 
until skipper Asad Baig 
introduced himself. This move 
paid immediate dividends as he 
gcJT ffie~tfdk£t of Derekr From 
then on it was Asad Baig who ran 
through Flying Arrows batting 
line-up. He got 5 wickets for only 
35 runs. Baig was assisted by 
Shahid Maqbool who took 3 
briUiantcatches at thesquaieleg. 

Score 

Flying Arrows scored 128 runs 


MUSTAFA KARAM 
MERCEDES SHOWROOM 



SYDNEY, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
Australia's young cricketers 
emulated their seniors with a cru- 
shing defeat ofWest Indies in the 
opening round of the first youth 
World Cup limited overs tour- 
nament in Mildura today. 

Following Australia's victory 
in the World Cup in India and 
Pakistan last year, their under- 
19-year-oId counterparts began 
in confident style with 1 12 by 
opener Bren Williams setting up 
their 73-t 


Asad Baig: 5 wickets 

in 23 overs after losing 7 wickets. 
Verold 30, Derek. 23, Albert 13, 
Francis 12. Mukesh 1 1 and Nor- 
bert 13 were the other scorers 
who crossed double figures. 
Anjum Raza captured 2 wickets 
for 42 runs. 

New Young 
Star win 



Ifobd isfcfaq: 5 foelT — 

NEW Young Star beat Golden 
Star by eight wickets at Church 
ground on Friday. Golden star 
batting first scored 87 runs all 
out The New Young Star’s cap- 
tain Mohd Ishfaq took five for 
17, Nasir has two and Naqeer 
one. 


Partnership 

After an opening partnership 
of 141 Young Australia totalled 
238 for five in their 50 overs. 

West Indies were bowled out 
for 165 in 39.5 overs with leg- 
spinner Adrian Tucker taking 
four for 42. 

Young India scored a thrilling 
two-wicket win over England in 
Renmark with only two balls to 
spare when TailendersJ Ramdas 
and Venkatapathi Raju put on 
an undefeated 40 for the ninth 
wickeL 

Skipper Mike Atherton had 
earlier top scored with 80 as 
England reached 172 for eight 
but India responded with 1 77 for 
eighL 

In the other matches. New 
Zealand scored 178 for nine to 
win by 12 runs over Sri Lanka 
who were dismissed for 166 in 
47.4 overs and Pakistan beat an 
International Cricket Con- 
ference- (ICC) Associates XI -by 
five wickets. 

The ICC side were dismissed 
for 163 in 49.2 overs and Pakis- 
tan replied with 166 for five in 
35.2 overs. 

The tournament continues 
tomorrow with the next stage of 
the preliminary round robin. The 


first semifinal is on March 10 
with the final three days later. 

In Mildura: Australia 238 for 
five in 50 overs, innings closed (B. 
Williams 112, DPJayle 52). West 
Indies 165 in 39.5 overs (A 
Tucker four for 42). 

Australia won by 73 runs. 

In Renmark: England 1 72 for 
eight inning y closed (M Atherton 
80, M Ramprakash 46). India 
1 77 foreight in 49.4 overe (Sen th- 
flnathan 47) 

India won by two wickets. 

In Beni: New Zealand 178 for 
nine innings closed (P. Dobbs 40, 
S. Jaysuriya three for 34). Sri 
Lanka ] 66 in 47.4 overs (C Men- 
dis 43, Sri 1 -anka 166 in 47.4 
overs (C. Mendis 43, A Gale 
three for 30). 

Pakistan won by five wickets. 

Hadlee not 
available 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand, 
Feb 28, (Reuter): Star New 
Zealand all-rounder Richard 
Hadlee is not available for the 
third cricket Test against 
England starting on March 3, 
New Zealand Cricket Council 
chairman Bob Vance said . 

Hadlee, who shares the world 
record with Ian Botham for 373 
Test wickets, injured a calf mus- 
cle on the first day of the first Test 
in Christchurch. 

Hadlee tried out his leg in net 
practice yesterday and later said 
hewa&farfrom fully fit — 

It now appears Hadlee will 
have to go to India with the New 
Zealand team in October to take 
the record. 

Hadlee said he would now 
consider touring India. He 


le for tours to the subcontinent. 


ALOTHMAN 
. CARWASH - 


GHAZAU STREET 


Norman cruises to 
Canberra Open victory 


CANBERRA, Feb 28, (Reuter): 
A bored Greg Norman gave 
every indication of returning to 
his deadly 1986 form when he 
raced to a seven-shot victory in 
the Royal Canberra Open golf 
tournament today. 

The Australian finished 19- 
under-par on 269 with rounds of 
62 70 69 and 68. After his stun- 
ning open round he admitted the 
last three days were ‘pretty bor- 
ing.’ 

A throat infection did not 
appear to trouble him today and 
he was never seriously 
threatened. The closest anyone 
came in the whole tournament 
was three shots and Norman 
completed his third win from five 
starts since November last year 
with the minimum of fuss. 

Fired 

West German Bernhard Laa- 
ger, fired a final round 69 to slip 
into second spot ahead of veteran 
Australian Noel Ratclifie who 
was two shots further back after 
a dosing 70. 

In Oahu, Hawaii, Japan's 
Ayako Okamoto began her 1 988 
season where she left ofTlasl year 
— with a one stroke victory over 
Americans Joanne Camer and 
Deb Richard in the Hawaiian 
Open golf tournament yester- 
day. 

Okamoto. the top money win- 
ner last year, scored her 12th 
LPGA tour victory when Carrier 
missed a 12-fool putt on the last 
hole that would have forced a 
playoff. 


Okamoto, who finished the 
54-hole tournament with an 
even-par 72 fora three-under par 
21 3 total, was equally sure that a 
playoff was imminent. 

Okamoto held a one stroke 
advantage until Camer birdied 
the par-five 1 6th to earn a share 
of the lead. 

. Advantage 

Okamoto. who collected 
S45.000 for the victory, regained 
a one stroke lead after the 17th 
hole to set up the dramatic final 
hole confrontation. 

Beth Daniel. Kathy Postlewail 
and Australian Jan Stephenson 
were tied for fourth at one- 
under-par 215. Second round 
leader Joan Delk, fell out of con- 
tention early yesterday and fini- 
shed at even-par 21 6. 

In Pacific Pahsades, Califor- 
nia. Chip Beck, seven times a 
runner-up but never a winner on 
the US PGA tour, shot a six- 
under-par 65 yesterday to take a 
three stroke lead into the final 
round of the 5750,000 Los 
Angeles Open. 

Beck, who joined the tour in 
1978, stood at 1 4- under- par 199 
after 54 holes, a record for three 
rounds at the 7.029-yard, par-71 
Riviera Country Club Course. 

Three shots behind Beck at 1 1 - 
under 202 were Jay Haas, one of 
three second round leaders, Ed 
Fiori and Australian Steve Elk- 
ington. who fired a five-under- 
par 66 despite a three-putt bogey 
on the final hole. 
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When was the last time you 
really serviced your boat? 

Boats need just as much attention as cans. Engines not serviced properly, will only hamper 
your boat's performance. High Pe rf or man ce Centre offers you the opportunity to have 
your boats serviced, inboard or outboard, at prices well within your reach. 


Outboard Engines Inboard Engines 

J/ Spark Plug Replacement 1 ] Spark Plug Replacement 

2} Gear CM Change 2] Engine CH and Oil Fitter Change 

3) Carburetor Cleaning or Overhaufing 3 j Stem Drive Ofl Change 

4) Engine Tune-up 4) Carburetor Cleaning or Overhaufing 

5} Breakerpokro/Condensor Replacement 
6) Tune -143 

20 4-6 cylinder— KD20 

18 Styahdmr — KDZ5 

Prices cover only Labour costs. 

New parts will be charged accordingly. 


cleaned and engines 


6 cylinder — KD20 
4 cy lin der — KD78 


Towing service provided lor a nominal fee. 


HIGH PERFORMANCE CENTRE 












